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Murder 
Rape 

Manslaughter 
Robbery 
Sodomy 
Larceny 
Arson 

Mayhem 
Burglary 

 
Common Law Felonies vs. Modern Felonies 

 
At common law, a felony was a capital offense, meaning the ultimate punishment was DEATH. 
 
Today, a felony under New York law is generally considered a crime that can be punished by 
more than a year in jail.   While a Misdemeanor is generally considered a crime that can be 
punished by less than a year in jail. 
 

Murder 
 
A person is guilty of murder when:  
 

1. With intent to cause the death of another person, he causes the death of such person or of a third person;  
 

2. Under circumstances evincing a depraved indifference to human life, he recklessly engages in conduct which creates a 
grave risk of death to another person, and thereby causes the death of another person; or  
 

3. Acting either alone or with one or more other persons, he commits or attempts to a felony, and, in the course of and in 
furtherance of such crime or of immediate flight therefrom, he, or another participant, if there be any, causes the death of a 
person other than one of the participants. 
 

Rape 
 
A person is guilty of rape (in the first degree) when: 
 

He or she engages in sexual intercourse with another person:  
 

1. By forcible compulsion; or  
 

2. Who is incapable of consent by reason of being physically helpless; or  
 

3. Who is less than eleven years old; or  
 

4. Who is less than thirteen years old and the actor is eighteen years old or more. 
 

Robbery 
 
Robbery is forcible stealing.  
 

A person forcibly steals property and commits robbery when: 
 

In the course of committing a larceny, he uses or threatens the immediate use of physical force upon another person for the 
purpose of:  
 

1. Preventing or overcoming resistance to the taking of the property or to the retention thereof immediately after the taking; or  
 

2. Compelling the owner of such property or another person to deliver up the property or to engage in other conduct which 
aids in the commission of the larceny.  


