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I. Voter Registration System in New York: (Article 5 Election Law)

• How to Register and Specific Deadlines:

► How to Register (or change your name, address or party): 

NYS Election Law §§ 5-202-5-230

a. In-Person at the County Board of Elections

b. Motor Voter (NVRA) 

Locations: DMV and Other Social Service Organizations.

c. Mail in Application (either NYS or Federal Form)

d. Online Voter Registration through Department of Motor Vehicles 

e. Military Voters: Federal Post Card Application (FPCA)



I. Voter Registration System in New York: (Article 5 Election Law)

• How to Register and Specific Deadlines:

► Specific Deadlines to Register to Vote: NYS Election Law § 5-210 (3)

a. Mail-in Applications:

- Post-marked no later than 25th Day before General Election 

and arrive within 20th Day.

b. In-Person: Must appear by 25th Day. (NYS Election Law §5-210/212).

- Exception: If naturalized citizen or discharged from the military 

after 25th day, then time extended. 

c. For Voter Change of Address: (NYS Election Law § 5-208 (3)).

- Must be received by 20th day before election.

d. Military Voter Registration Deadline:

- Must be received 10 days before the general election registration

deadline: (NYS Election Law §10-106(5)).



II. Petition Process (Article 6 Election Law)

• The Nature of the Petition Process:

►Why Petitions?

• Threshold of Support: In New York State a candidate must demonstrate a 

threshold basis of community support within the enrolled members of their 

party in order to appear on the ballot to seek their party’s nomination for public 

office.  

• Size of Threshold: This threshold basis is achieved by having enrolled party 

members within the candidates district sign a petition.  The number of petition 

signatures needed depends on the office but usually represents a number close 

to 5 percent of the number of enrolled party voters in the candidate’s district 

(some offices, like state offices, have statutorily defined petition threshold 

numbers. – i.e. – 1000 for State Senate - §6-136 (2) (h))



II. Petition Process (Article 6 Election Law)

• The Nature of the Petition Process:
► Types of Petitions: 

Designating Petitions §6-132 (state/county/town offices) §15-108 (village offices).
● If a party nominates its candidates through the primary election process, party

designations for this primary are made on a designating petition.  
● The Election Law sets forth the form of this petition. 
● Only enrolled members of a party qualified to vote for an office may sign a

designating petition of their party.
Nomination of Non-Party Member
● Political parties may nominate a candidate who is not an enrolled member of

their political party. 
● If a such a non party member is nominated, the party so nominating the candidate

must file a certificate of authorization, signed and acknowledged by the presiding
officer and the secretary of the party.  

● Such candidate must also file an acceptance of such nomination.

Independent Nominations §6-140 (state/county/town) §15-108 (village offices).
● To run for office on a line other than an official party line, one must file an

independent nominating petition. 
● The Election Law sets forth the form of this petition.  Any registered voter who

has not already signed a designating petition, and who is qualified to vote for an
office, may sign an independent nominating petition for that office. 



II. Petition Process (Article 6 Election Law)

• The Nature of the Petition Process Continued:
►Who May Circulate Petitions For Signatures: 

Witnesses:
● The bottom of the petition form contains a witness statement.  
● A petition witness is the person in the political party that asks other persons in

the party to sign the candidate’s designating petition.  
● After the voter signs the petition, the witness must “witness” the voter’s

signature and sign an oath at the bottom of the petition saying that they did.  
● The information required for the witness statement is mandatory. 
● Omissions, errors, or unexplained alterations/corrections, may invalidate the

entire page of the petition. 
● When the witness signs the statement of witness, they are making an oath that

subjects them to the penalties for perjury, if any of the information preceding
their signature is false. 

● The information preceding the signature includes the name and residence of the
witness; the number of signatures on the page; a statement that each person
signed in their presence; and the date they are signing the statement. 

● Witness identification information, which follows the witness's signature, may be
provided by anyone, at any time before the petition is filed (Town/City – County).



II. Petition Process (Article 6 Election Law)

• The Nature of the Petition Process Continued:

►Who May Circulate Petitions For Signatures: 

Who May Serve As A Witness to Party Designating Petition:

• A qualified voter of the state;

• Who is enrolled in the same party as the persons qualified to sign the designating 

petition, and

• Who has not previously signed any petition for another candidate for the same 

office.



II. Petition Process (Article 6 Election Law)

• The Nature of the Petition Process Continued:

►Who May Circulate Petitions For Signatures: 

Notaries and Commissioners of Deeds:

● A person who is an active notary or commissioner of deeds, and thereby

authorized by state law to take an oath, may circulate a petition for any party,

even if they are not an enrolled member of such party.   

● Notaries and Commissioners of Deeds must swear the subscribing party signing

the petition for such signature to be deemed valid.  

● They must also provide all their notary or commissioner of deed registration

information on the bottom of the petition.



II. Petition Process (Article 6 Election Law)

• The Nature of the Petition Process Continued:
► Form of the Petition:

Form Established by Statute: Election Law §6-132 (party designating petitions), 
and §6-140 (independent nominating petitions)

● The Election Law requires that all petitions be substantially in the form set forth in
the law. 

● Although Case Law has held that deviations or slight rearrangements of the form of
petition are not fatal defects, the petition must contain all of the information
required by statute.  

● Each sheet of the petition must correctly set forth:

• The date of the election;
• The name of the candidate and the office or position sought;
• The candidate's residence, and if different, their mailing or post office address;
• Information about the signer: date of signing, voter's residence address, town or 

city; and
• Information relating to the person who witnesses the signatures.



II. Petition Process (Article 6 Election Law)

• The Nature of the Petition Process Continued:
► Form of the Petition:

Form Established by Statute:

● A petition may include a committee on vacancies. 
● Failure to provide such a committee, or naming a committee of fewer than three

persons, will not invalidate the petition (it used to).
● The voter need only sign the appropriate line on the petition sheet. 
● All other information may be filled in by someone else. 
● Corrections may be made to any information on the signature line. 
● However, corrections or alterations in the date or the signature MUST be initialed

by the person making the correction.
● Voters may not sign a petition for more candidates than there are openings for an

office. For example, if there is one council seat open, then the voter may only sign
one petition for a candidate for that office. If there are 2 seats open, the voter may
sign petitions for 2 candidates.

● The pages of a petition must be sequentially numbered and securely fastened, and
a cover sheet must be attached if there are 10 or more pages.

● The filing of petition must be performed pursuant to New York’s political calendar. 
● A sample petition and NYS political calendar are on the next three pages.











Thank You for Coming

• Questions?

• Make Sure you Fill Out and Hand in Your CLE Sheets
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