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* An Anti-Washington "Cabal" °

Most historians agree that the so-called "Conway Cabal" was not an organized effort to
replace Washington with Gen. Horatio Gates, the victor of Saratoga or some other
general.

But there were some in the Army who felt they were better qualified than the Virginian and
several politicians were critical of his performance.

The so-called "cabal" was a lot of mutterings and niggling criticism that finally broke out in
the open with the help of an arrogant Irish-born, French-reared soldier of fortune, Thomas
Conway. He was recruited in France by Silas Deane and was granted the rank of brigadier
general. Washington and many other American officers took an immediate dislike to the
boastful Conway.
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