Freedom’s Gateway

1777 — How the Empire State Built America
and Delivered Upon the Promise of Liberty

By Robert T. Farley

1|Page



CAPITAL PRESS PUBLISHING
Box 7217, Capitol Station
Albany, New York 12224

capitalpress.com

Copyright © 2018 by Robert T. Farley

Capital Press Publishing recognizes and supports the
importance  of intellectual property, and more
specifically, copyrights. Intellectual property rights promote
the creation of high value, innovative and creative works,
foster free speech, the open exchange of a broad range of
high quality intellectual concepts and ideas, and help to build
a more productive, prosperous and respectful society.

Thank you for purchasing an authorized edition of this book
and for complying with copyright laws by not reproducing,
scanning, or distributing any part of it in any form without
the author's express, prior, written permission.

Your actions are supporting the production of quality literary
works and performances and allow Capital Press
Publishing to continue to produce such books and
performances for every reader and listener.

ISBN
Printed in the United States of America

Albany, New York
2018

2|Page



Acknowledgements

By Robert T. Farley

December 31, 2018

To my Uncle, John William Farley, February 5, 1920 to April 22, 2017, whose
skills as a teacher, amateur historian and expert storyteller, inspired me to
write this book, and who, with his wife, my beloved Aunt Mildred, first brought
this incredible story to my attention, by bringing me, as an eleven year old
child, to Fort Ticonderoga.

To the world’s greatest Dad, Senator Hugh T. Farley, whose tireless work ethic,
unparalleled example, constant and selfless support, and love of history, have
shaped my very being, and always proven a guiding light for my life.

To the world’s greatest Mom, Sharon Rose Farley, whose love for family,
ceaseless encouragement, thoughtful kindness, and unwavering moral
compass, have promoted my every accomplishment.

To my wife Marilyn, who despite my many flaws and failings, has remained
patient, loyal, loving and forgiving, allowing me to always pursue my many
dreams, passions and historical adventures.

To my daughters Kathryn Sarah and Elizabeth Laura, who are the absolute joys
of my life, and who have followed me into the career field of law, with each in
their own way, promoting the cause of freedom. Your integrity, spirit,
enthusiasm and brilliance, give me hope for the future, and instill confidence
within my heart, that the torch of liberty, which has inspired this work, will
continue to burn in our future generations.

To David and Patty Pietrusza, whose friendship, intelligence, inspiration and
moral courage, encourage me every day of my life, and without whose help,
guidance and inspiration, this book would have never happened.

To Speaker Newt Gingrich, whom | was blessed to have first met when | was in
law school back in 1986, your life’s work as an historian and a devoted public
servant has provided a true inspiration. Moreover, your brilliance, creativity
and dedication to America, and its values of freedom and personal liberty, have
made an enormous positive difference in the lives of all Americans. It is that
pursuit of preserving our critical foundations of freedom, to which you have
devoted your life, that this book is offered.

To Mark Gardner, the unbelievably gifted lawyer and amateur historian, who
has accompanied me on many of our historical adventures, to stand in the

3|Page



places where so many of the events which appear in the pages of this book
have taken place, that | offer a humble and sincere thank you for all your help
and guidance.

To John T. Casey, Jr.,, who as a legislative counsel colleague, accomplished
author, and invaluable friend, inspired me to believe that | could complete this
work, and bring to the light of the public, the important historical principles
within its pages.

To James Hughto, the incredibly talented and accomplished Revolutionary War
Battlefield guide, your stories and instruction helped make so many of the
events in this book come alive, and bring a deeper level of understanding of
the people and places involved in the critical times which are the focus of this
story. This book simply would not have the same depth of understanding
without your kind help.

To all the staff at the Saratoga National Battlefield Park, including Park
Superintendent Amy Bracewell, Chief Ranger David LaMere, Curator Christine
Valosin, Chief of Interpretation Lisa Dittman, and Interpretive Rangers Eric
Schnitzer, Bill Valosin, Megan Stevens, Tom Nordby, Roger Farrell, and Dougie
Bicket, and to Bob Franzoni, the long time reenactor and staff member at the
Hubbardton Battlefield Park, | simply cannot express the level of gratitude and
appreciation | feel for all your kindness, help and good works. Your efforts
keep the spirit of liberty alive, and without your help and insight this book
simply would not have been possible.

To Senator John Flanagan, Senator Joseph Bruno, Senator Dean Skelos, Senator
Simcha Felder, Senator Vincent Leibell, Former Assembly Minority Leader
Clarence Rappleyea, and former Attorney General Dennis Vacco, thank you for
all your kindness and understanding in allowing me to pursue my outside work
passions, in elected office as a Schenectady County Legislator, as an Adjunct
Professor of Law at SUNY Albany, and now as an author. It has been my delight
to work for you as a Senior Counsel to the Senate Majority, as Deputy Attorney
General for the State of New York, and as an Assistant Counsel to the Assembly
Minority Leader. It has been a truly great blessing, that | have had the
opportunity, while in your service, to work with such incredible and devoted
public servants as Senator Thomas Croci, Senator Catherine Young, Senator
Michael Nozzolio, Senator William Larkin, Senator John DeFrancisco, Senator
Kathleen Marchione, Senator Betty Little, Senator Jack Martins, Senator
Michael Balboni, Senator Ken LaValle, Senator Gregg Ball, Senator Dale Volker,
Senator James Seward, Senator Joseph Griffo, Senator Ray Meier,
Congressman Thomas Reynolds, and Governor George Pataki. My time spent
in government service, working four these amazing and devoted public
servants, has given me an important understanding of the real importance of
freedom, for all people, and the real value selflessly working for the people of
our state and nation.

4|Page



Table of Contents

Introduction
Foreward
Preface

Table of Maps

Part One: The Pathway of Change

Chapter One — General Schuyler — The Cultural Environment of 1777
Chapter Two — Timothy Murphy - The Original Frontier

Chapter Three — Daniel Morgan - The Colonial Spirit of Freedom
Chapter Four — George Clinton - Foundational Events that Shaped Our Destiny
Chapter Five — Simon Fraser - The Seven Years War

Chapter Six — George Sackville - The Road to Revolution

Chapter Seven — John Stark - Live Free or Die

Chapter Eight — Benedict Arnold - The Battle of Canada

Chapter Nine — John Jay - Building a New Government

Chapter Ten — George Washington — The Continental Army

Part Two: The Best Laid Plans

Chapter Eleven — John Burgoyne - Mr. Burgoyne Goes to London
Chapter Twelve — William Howe — General Wars

Chapter Thirteen — Alexander McDougall — The Battle of Peekskill
Chapter Fourteen - William Tyron - The Battle of Ridgefield Connecticut
Chapter Fifteen — Robert Livingston - New York Completes its Constitution
Chapter Sixteen — Sir Guy Carlton - The Return of General Burgoyne
Chapter Seventeen — Gouvernor Morris - New York’s First Elections
Chapter Eighteen — Philip Schuyler - The Fortification of Ticonderoga
Chapter Nineteen — Nathanael Greene — The Battle of Brunswick
Chapter Twenty — William Philips - The Staging at St John

Part Three: Burgoyne Moves South

Chapter Twenty - One — William Philips - Burgoyne’s Campaign Commences
Chapter Twenty — Two — John Burgoyne - Arrival at Crown Point

Chapter Twenty — Three — Arthur St. Clair - Battle of Ticonderoga

Chapter Twenty - Four — Philip Skene - Disaster at Skenesboro

Chapter Twenty - Five — Seth Warner - Battle of Hubbardton

Chapter Twenty - Six — Henry Van Rensselaer - Battle of Fort Ann

Chapter Twenty — Seven — George Clinton - Taking the Mantle as Governor
Chapter Twenty — Eight — General Schuyler’s Strategy of Attrition

Chapter Twenty — Nine — Luc de la Corne — The Tale of Jane McCrea
Chapter — Thirty —James Hamilton — Arrival at Fort Edward

5|Page



Part Four: The Western Theater Opens

Chapter Thirty — One - General Barry St. Leger - Opening the Western Front
Chapter Thirty — Two — Nicholas Herkimer - The Battle of Oriskany

Chapter Thirty — Three — Peter Gansvoort - Standing Tall at Fort Stanwix
Chapter Thirty — Four - Benedict Arnold - Relief Mission for the Mohawk Valley
Chapter Thirty — Five — John Johnson — St. Leger withdraws back to Quebec

Part Five: Saratoga

Chapter Thirty — Six — Horacio Gates - Schuyler Relieved of Command

Chapter Thirty — Seven — John Stark - The Battle of Bennington

Chapter Thirty — Eight — John Jay - The First New York Legislature

Chapter Thirty — Nine — George Washington - The Fall of Philadelphia

Chapter Forty — Thaddeus Kosciusko - Fortifying Bemis Heights

Chapter Forty — One —John Hancock — America’s Traveling Capital

Chapter Forty - Two — William Clinton - The British Open a Southern Front
Chapter Forty — Three — Israel Putnam - The Battle of the Hudson Highlands
Chapter Forty — Four— Ebinezer Learned - Spoiling for a Fight

Chapter Forty — Five - John Burgoyne - 1st Battle of Saratoga (Freeman’s Farm)
Chapter Forty — Six — Richard Lamb - Burgoyne’s Army Begins to Falter
Chapter Forty — Seven — Benedict Arnold - 2nd Saratoga Battle (Bemis Heights)
Chapter Forty- Eight - General Von Rediesel — The Burial of General Fraser
Chapter Forty — Nine —John Burgoyne - Negotiating a Convention

Chapter Fifty — Philip Schuyler - The Surrender of General Burgoyne

Part Six: Aftermath

Chapter Fifty — One — Ben Franklin’s Success to Make France Step Up
Chapter Fifty — Two — George Washington — The Battle of Whitemarsh
Chapter Fifty — Three — Daniel Morgan - Washington Quarters at Valley Forge
Chapter Fifty — Four — John Cadwalader — Defeating the Coup

Chapter Fifty — Five — The State Upon Which to Build an Empire

Appendix
Index

6|Page



Introduction

By Former Speaker of the House, Newt Gingrich

December 31, 2018

7|Page



8|Page



Foreward

By Author - Historian, David Pietrusza

December 31, 2018

9|Page



10|Page



Preface

By Robert T. Farley

December 2018

This book is essentially a story about two things. Remarkable people, and how
their efforts created both America, and the freedom we enjoy today.

According to a 2012 Gallup Poll, freedom is the most important virtue that
America has to offer. In that poll, over 92 percent of American respondents
believe that the United States offers greater or equal personal freedom than
any other industrialized nation. These respondents also declared that America
offers more individual opportunity than any other place in the world.

The freedom so heralded in this poll, and which has become the essential
hallmark of American life, is a gift given to us by the people of 1777 New York.
Their efforts, and the events they shaped in that time and place, transformed
the entire world. By so doing, it delivered upon the promise of liberty that we
all enjoy today.

The principles of freedom, liberty and rights form the ultimate triangle of
human empowerment. This collection of principles, to which the people of
1777 New York were so devoted, were inherent to their every day thinking. It
was an undetachable part of their belief system. Each principle represented
the way that those special people looked at the world, from a perspective of
their own, personal life experience. At their base, these principles were each
founded upon a respect for the value of every individual human being. The
New Yorkers of 1777 held such a respect, and firmly believed in the vast
possibilities and opportunity that any free person could potentially achieve.

When viewed in the abstract, outside of the experience of these special people
of 1777 New York, this ultimate triangle of freedom, liberty and rights, are each
represented by somewhat complex legal concepts. Each such principle evolved
from Anglo-American Law. Each were unrealized in Europe. Each were not
readily available to the average person in the 18" century non-American world.
Sadly, even today, these critical principles of human empowerment, are still
neither universal, nor are they universally valued by all cultures.

What the people of 1777 New York understood, and what a legal review of
these principles clearly shows, is that at its very essence, real freedom is built
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upon a foundation of respect for the individual. Where there is no respect for
the individual, no true freedom can exist.

Freedom is fundamentally the status of not being hampered by outside
restraints or interference. Such restraints or interference are most often
imposed by government. But they can also emanate from religious, social or
cultural institutions as well.

From a legal perspective, “freedom” is defined as the state of being free. An
essential element of freedom’s legal status is “liberty”, which is defined as
freedom from arbitrary or undue external restraint, especially from
government, and/or a right, privilege or immunity enjoyed in the absence of a
legal duty imposed upon a person.

Both freedom and liberty are founded in individual rights. A “right” is a legally
recognized ability to exercise power or control over an action or an object
Rights are the legal justification upon which freedom and liberty are enjoyed.
They are what keeps the restraint or interference upon an individual person at
bay.

Our Declaration of Independence is one of the finest explanations of these
factors that constitute freedom. As the people of 1777 New York held an
inherent understanding and respect for freedom, It is not surprising that
Thomas Jefferson, the principal author of the Declaration, described it as an
expression of the American mind.

Freedom’s quintessential element of respect for the individual is characterized
in the Declaration by the phrase that “all men are created equal.” It should be
noted, that this description is not by accident. It does not say that all men are
equal. Clearly, everyone knows that different people enjoy different talents
and attributes. Instead the Declaration claims something far more important.

In saying that “all men are created equal”, it asserts that every individual
person has inherent and equal value in the eyes of God. It contends that if God
views us all as equal and valuable, than no man, no government, no institution,
can dispute that equal standing.

The Declaration further states that every individual person is “endowed” (given
by God) with certain “unalienable” (meaning they cannot be taken away)
rights, including “Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.” These rights,
straight from a natural law viewpoint, are an expression of the legal
justification for every individual’s endowment of the blessing of freedom.

In its text, the Declaration expressly contends that to secure these rights (and
thereby guarantee individual freedom) that governments are instituted among
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men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. This is one
of its most critical points contained within this inspired document.

For this provision asserts that freedom cannot exist without the protection of
the rights of the individual, and that the entire purpose of government is to
protect such rights.

The Declaration adopts the logic of Sir Edward Coke, arguing that freedom can
only be guaranteed by means of the consent of the governed. This assertion is
further expressed in the Constitution when it is held that the people are
actually sovereign to the government (when that document’s preamble begins
from the start with the words “We The People”.

Coke, the great British legal scholar of the Common Law, held that to protect
rights, the law must be above all men, no matter how powerful or important
such men might be. No manis above the law, Coke argued, and as government
makes the law, it can only do so effectively with the consent of the governed.
Oppression and tyranny are thereby the antithesis of freedom.

The people of New York in 1777 believed, as did the founders, that a
government operating with the consent of the governed is freedom’s best
protector. One operating without it is freedom’s biggest enemy.

Now nearly a quarter of a millenarian old, the Declaration, as the expression of
the American mind, has truly stood the test of time. Its assertion that freedom
is all about the rights of the individual, became a pillar upon which our
American way of life stands. That every person is entitled to the respect and
value he holds in the sight of God, allowed for the greatest empowerment for
individuals that the world has ever seen.

The Declaration of Independence was a product of its time. The classical world
before it was written had no clear understanding of the concept of individual
rights. Even in the Roman Republic, upon which our founders based our form
of American government, such individual rights had yet to evolve.

Indeed, what we think of as “rights” today did not even begin to germinate as
an idea until after the Norman Conquest of England in 1066.

Although the Viking-Germanic cultures of the Anglo Saxons did hold a belief in
the consent of the governed, such belief was never extended under their rule
to form the principles of what we would consider today as individual rights.
The development of that principle would have to wait for the arrival of William
the Conquerer. For it was only under the Norman Conquest, and their
transported economic structure of feudalism, that individual rights began to
lay a formation for recognition..
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For its was only under feudalism, where barons (landlords) and serfs (tenants)
were morally deemed to owe each other reciprocal duties. This economic
system required the landlord to provide the tenant with land, shelter and the
means to grow crops. The tenant, accordingly, would reciprocally be required
to provide the landlord with labor and a portion of the crops the tenant would
grow. After 1066, for the first time, English law would begin to recognize that
an otherwise powerless individual (a tenant farmer) was now owed a duty from
a powerful person (a wealthy landlord).

It was also at this time that the common law, where cases in controversy would
produce decisions based upon precedent and custom (stare decisis), began to
truly develop throughout England. Under the leadership of Henry the Second,
and his promotion of legal system reforms, common law courts and cases
began to be formed to establish a body of law. It was also at this time that the
reciprocal duties between landlords and tenants began to be firmly recognized.

A quarter century later, in 1215, the cause of freedom, liberty and individual
rights took one of its greatest leaps forward.

Fearing the loss of their lands from a possible invasion by the ambitious King
Philip of France, the landlord barons revolted against Henry’s son, King John
Lackland. Cornering him at a small creek known as Runnymede, these rebels
forced King John to sign the Magna Carta, known at the time as the Charter of
Liberties. This royal charter outlined, for the first time in history, the duties a
King owed to his subjects. This critically important document became the
foundation of what would become the British Constitution.

A half century later, in 1265, St. Thomas Aquinas, an Italian, Dominican priest,
began to pioneer his famous work, the Summa Theologica. In the Summa, St.
Thomas advanced the philosophical concept of “grace.” This concept argued
that all people have an individual relationship with God. This relationship, St.
Thomas asserted, meant that God could reward each and every person for
their good works and intentions. This new concept of grace, therefore, had the
effect of elevating the individual to a new, and historic status.

At a time when the separation of church and state was at best illusory, the
ground breaking work of St. Thomas, meant that civil governments would soon
also have to begin to elevate the status of the individual. Building upon St.
Thomas’ work, other philosophers, clerics and legal scholars, such as William
Ockham, John Wycliffe, Thomas Hobbes and John Locke, then began to argue
that every human being is indeed an individual instrument of God. In this light,
they would assert, and advocate in law, that every person, should be
theoretically vested with fundamental, individual, natural rights.
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Locke’s historic book, Two Treatises of Government, published in 1689, was
especially meaningful and compelling. In this important work, this brilliant
English lawyer and philosopher, advocated that every individual should be
allowed by government to live in freedom. He further asserted that each and
every person, as an instrument of God, possessed three fundamental rights of
natural law. These rights, the foundation of freedom, included life, liberty and
the pursuit of property. Such rights, Locke argued, were inherent to our
humanity. They were, Locke continued, given to each person by God, and no
government, therefore, should ever infringe upon them, without just cause.

This Lockean philosophy was well known by the people of America in 1777.
Indeed, they found his arguments so persuasive, that the American Declaration
of Independence, adopted by the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, even
paraphrased his words from the Two Treatises of Government, stating:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from
the consent of the governed.”

There is little question that without the aforementioned evolution of individual
rights under English Law, that the people of New York in 1777 could not have
transformed these important philosophical concepts into the guarantees of
freedom we enjoy today.

The flip side of this is equally true, however. For history is littered with
concepts that never become reality. And without the people and events of
1777 New York, there is a serious question of whether that reality of freedom,
that we enjoy today, and that they delivered to both America and to the world,
would have ever come to fruition.

For real freedom is much more than a philosophical or legal concept. It's a way
of life. It was the people of New York in 1777, that helped to transform that
concept into an actual reality. It was their sacrifice, their gift, that now allows
each of us, the average person, to live a life of individual freedom.

The people of New York, in 1777 had, to a person, a direct, personal and full
understanding of freedom. They believed in it. They promoted it. And as this

book will show, they would fight and die for its preservation.

That is why their story is so captivating.
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Theirs is a truly American story. It is a story shaped by the time and place of
1777 New York. It is a story of remarkable and courageous people. It is the
story of the value, and the empowerment, of every individual person. It is the
story of freedom.

And what exactly is this meaning of this freedom, that the people of 1777 New
York delivered? All of us should reflect upon the gift, and these incredible
people who gave it to us.

Freedom is the ultimate state of human existence.

As aforementioned, it is fundamentally a product of respect for the individual
and their rights. Moreover, it is also opportunity. For true freedom empowers

every person with the chance to rise as far as their talents will take them.

By its very nature, freedom allows each of us to fulfill and unlock our greatest
potential.

It spawns creativity, fuels opportunity, and opens up new horizons.
Most importantly, freedom brings us closest to God, and His vision for our lives.

Ultimately, freedom unleashes all that we are, and all that we can be, as human
beings.

But freedom can also be a very scary thing.

By its very nature, it does not guarantee outcome or success. Accordingly, the
freedom to succeed, is also the freedom to fail.

That is why freedom is not without its opponents.

Because freedom is not just about the ability to do what everyone universally
agrees is the right thing to do. It also allows us do things that some might think
risky, unwise, or that is the wrong thing to do. It's about the ability to do things

that some people simply do not want to have done.

As a result, by its very nature, freedom is the absence of control of the
individual. That is why it is individual empowerment.

This lack of control over the individual is why there are those who are not
always in support of freedom.
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There have always been, and there will always be, those who crave power and
control over others. Those who do not deem individuals worthy of the free
exercise of their rights. Those who think the equality or guarantee of outcome
is far more important than the uncertain chance of a greater success.

Some of freedom’s opponents are evil. They simply want to control the actions
of others for the sole purpose of benefiting themselves.

Other opponents are mistakenly well intentioned, believing they simply know
better than the people to whom the freedom would be afforded. These
opponents believe they are merely acting in a paternalistic manner, to protect
individuals from themselves.

But both these opponents to freedom are wrong. They should not be allowed
to stunt the opportunity of any person for a warped lust for power over others
or for a mistaken belief that only they know what is best.

True freedom is not life with no regulation, it’s life with self regulation. It's
being allowed to the make of choices to get the outcome one wants, and then
accepting the consequences that can result. For good and for bad. Its full
accountability, but to oneself.

That is why our founders, who really understood the meaning of freedom,
almost always advocated, that it must be coupled with personal responsibility.
They knew that completely unrestrained freedom, without self control, and
absent personal responsibility, can equally lead to tyranny and danger. That is
why true freedom requires that the free actions not be hurtful to others. The
excesses of the French Revolution are but one example of why our founders
were right.

The people of 1777 New York, who delivered the freedom we enjoy today,
made freedom their way of life. They saw and experienced it first hand. They
lived both its blessings and its challenges. They understood freedom on the
deepest level, and were dedicated not to lose it, and to pass it along to future
generations.

New York, in 1777, was almost uniformly a forbidding wilderness. One
hundred and fifty years of European colonization did not remake it into the
Europe that the these colonists’ ancestors had left behind. And as New Yorkers
worked to change the landscape of their new home, that landscape was also
changing them.

Despite the elegant and meaningful writings of Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu
and Rousseau, true freedom in Europe was still a myth in 1777. Centuries of
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monarchical based political systems, religious battles for control of the faithful,
and landed money interests dependent upon uneducated, subservient labor,
left little room for liberty or even less respect for individual rights.

Back in Europe, people lived and worked their whole lives on tiny plots of
leased land. The small town or village they called home, was connected by a
millennia of well used roads, social networks, and religious and political rules.
People led relatively safe, sustainable and ordered lives. But they were also
impoverished, stagnate, and absent any hope of upward mobility.

The new world of 1777 New York could not have been more different. It was
dangerous, harsh, uncertain, scary and filled with almost unlimited
opportunity.

Land was plentiful, and most people owned their own property. But as the
Founders would recognize, with that opportunity came responsibility. Those
New York Colonists who owned land had to transform that property out of the
brutal wildness that was North America. They did it with their own two hands,
felling huge trees, tearing out countless roots and rocks from the soil, digging
wells, and making everything they had, from their house and barn, to their
furniture, clothes, and tools. They made every decision, without rules,
regulations or direction from a government, church or cultural oligarchy. They
succeeded or failed, exclusively upon their own labor, guile and ingenuity.

These people of colonial New York had to face every challenge that a harsh
wilderness could present. But as if the perils offered by their natural
environment were not enough, they also had to face the hostile Native
Americans upon whose historical lands they encroached.

Protection and self preservation was their own, individual responsibility of
these New Yorkers. There was no government entity upon which they could
depend. This environment built tough, independent, self-reliant and self
confident people. They were the product of their own success, and what tipped
the balance and allowed them to build a life far more successful and
prosperous than the Europe their ancestors had left behind, was one principle
attribute. Freedom.

Because of the conditions in which they lived, the people of the wilderness
frontier that was New York in 1777, were circumspect of any rules or
regulations that any government, or any other authority, might proscribe upon
them.

18| Page



After the French and Indian War, the rulers of Great Britain, burdened by a
crushing war debt, decided that the colonies needed to share in the cost of the
protection that being a part of the mother country offered.

Accordingly, King George the Third and Parliament started to impose new
taxes, new laws, new rules and new regulations that colonists had never before
had to deal with. The people of New York, who had lived in freedom for 150
years, without these taxes or interference in their lives, seriously objected.

Some of these colonists even objected by means of taking up arms against their
perceived oppressor. They wanted their freedom, and they would die to
preserve it.

Englishmen, which despite their multicultural heritage, New Yorkers
considered themselves, had a long and proud tradition of armed resistance
against the government. From the time of the Magna Carta, to the English
Revolution, and then the Glorious Revolution, the freedoms and rights of
Englishmen were viewed by the average man as sacrosanct. Such freedoms
were simply not to be trampled upon without consequence. New Yorkers
thereby believed that any resistance in defense of their freedom, was both
justifiable and based upon strong precedent.

In the age of the enlightenment and Lockean natural rights, the New York quest
to maintain and preserve freedom, had never had more import or meaning
than it did in 1777. This devotion to this ideal, led to earth shattering
achievements.

These New Yorkers, who came together from all backgrounds and classes, left
an enormous, positive, and meaningful legacy for all of us who are their
posterity. In that time and place, these special, committed people risked
everything for an ideal. An ideal of freedom.

Through their efforts, the people of 1777 New York, by putting the principle of
freedom above everything else, including their very lives, delivered on its
promise for all of us today. It is because of their efforts, their sacrifice, their
commitment, that we live our lives today in unparalleled liberty.

But what exactly were they thinking? Why would they do this?

Perhaps the best perspective of this colonial mindset, that was so prevalent in
New York in 1777, actually was told in 1843, when at the age of 90, Levi
Preston, a Captain in a Massachusetts regiment, who had fought throughout
the Revolutionary war, was asked to tell his posterity what the average man
was thinking in 1777.
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What, he was asked, was the true reason behind the conflict that became
known as the American Revolution, and why did the average soldier join the
fight in what was almost exclusively a volunteer army. His answer was as
simple as his cause. Freedom.

Preston replied directly, that "what we meant in going for those Redcoats was
this: we had always governed ourselves and we always meant to."

Just like Preston, the average person in New York, male or female, understood
that they had controlled their own life before the Revolution, and had no
intention of allowing Parliament, King George, or the British
military, to ever change that status.

The people of 1777 New York had lived in freedom, they understood freedom,
and had experienced both its blessings and perils, first hand. They feared its
loss, and would give their very lives for its preservation.

The colonists of 1777 were thereby presented with a stark choice. As their
fellow New Hampshire citizens had phrased it: Live Free or Die.

This was not a choice not sought by New Yorkers themselves, but rather one
thrust upon them by the actions of the British government.

At that time and place, every person in the colonies needed to stand up and
fight for their rights, or stand apathetically by and lose them. In an age of
enlightenment, even the average person took the concept of rights and
freedom very seriously. They lived it and it was engraved in their very being.

Today’s Americans have received a great gift from those brave colonial New
Yorkers that risked it all, and often died, for this philosophical cause, in which
they deeply believed.

This was the first war fought truly for ideology, not for conquest, land or for
power. It was over an ideal. And that ideal was freedom.

The freedom we enjoy today, that was so overwhelmingly supported in the
2012 Gallup poll, is a direct and unquestioned result of the sacrifice and

commitment of the brave people of 1777.

One of the reasons | wrote this book is that | believe we must remember this
sacrifice and commitment. We need to tell this story.

So that we many never lose its blessings, we need to remember what this cause
of freedom means to us today, and what it meant to the people of 1777.

20| Page



For the cause of freedom, which these 18th century New Yorkers held so
deeply in their hearts, is often today, sadly taken for granted. We fail to
remember the enormous cost these remarkable people of 1777 New York paid
to give us that gift, or how really fragile that gift actually is.

In this modern age, far too many Americans, view freedom as just the way
things are, and the way they will always be. People, far too often, look at
freedom as a human guarantee, that will never be eroded, or taken from
us. But such is really not the case.

There are so many ways that a people can lose their freedom. It is not, sadly,
the universal condition of all mankind. It never really existed for people, with
a guarantee for its continuance, before the Revolution. Indeed, all over the
globe, still today, one can see that people who did not enjoy the legacy of 1777,
still live in tyranny, falling victim to others who desire power or control over
their lives.

Freedom is very fragile. It can be lost at any time, and all too quickly.

It can be taken by a powerful, tyrannical government, as was the threat
in1777.

It can also be willingly ceded, by the people who enjoy its blessings. Handed
over willingly, by apathy or neglect, to an unrecognized evil, or to a misguided
or well meaning power, that seeks to control the actions of others.
Sometimes those who wish this control merely seek the pursuit of power.
Sometimes, thinking that they know far better than the average person, these
control seekers think that the average person simply can’t be trusted with
freedom, which could allow people to do the wrong thing. These control
seekers advocate that this ceding of control is for the achievement of the
overall “public benefit”.

This last threat, is the peril | fear we most often face today.

We all know that we clearly must live in the modern world.

We do not reside in the unbridled wilderness that was 1777.

There is no question that we share the challenges presented by 21st century
life, and reasonable people do recognize that there is undoubtedly some

21| Page



need, for a certain level of rules and regulations, in order to protect society as
a whole.

We all want clean potable water, electricity that works when we flip the light
switch, and highways which are not some version of a demolition derby.

But just as our Founders linked freedom with the balancing test of personal
responsibility, we too must follow their lead, ands balance it against the needs
of modern society. We must keep the perspective that freedom, because it
empowers the human condition, should be our overriding concern, and not
allow it to fall victim to the expediencies of governmental over-
reach. Reasonableness must be the rule. Responsibility and accountability
must be the means.

Conversely, there will always be others who want, for power, wealth, or
twisted or misguided ideology, to control us.

That is the lesson that 1777 teaches us.

It is not that we should never have rules in our society. Rules developed by the
consent of the governed are fine. Rules of responsibility and accountability are
not inconsistent with freedom. Oppression is not.

We should always, vigorously resist the efforts of those who seek to deny us
freedom without our consent. We should err on the side of freedom and not
control. We should keep in mind that freedom can easily be lost along the road
of good intentions.

Yes, freedom can be a scary thing. But it is the best way to live our lives.

Inherently, because freedom allows us the opportunity to succeed. it also
offers us the possibility to fail. We cannot be paralyzed by that chance of
failure. We cannot fail victim to those who preach that equalized outcomes
mean more than freedom . It simply isn’t true.

True success most often comes from overcoming failure. The New Yorkers of
1777 understood this. They would many times fail until they succeeded. That
is why we must preserve our freedom with the same vigor and commitment as
those brave New Yorkers did during the Revolution.

In the end, now in our third century since that time, we have learned, that
freedom is the essential element that truly empowers the human condition.
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If we truly want ourselves, and our posterity, to have the ability to rise as far
as our talents will take us, then we need the level playing field of freedom, to
get us where our hopes and aspirations wish to take us.

Our Founders clearly understood this. The legacy of freedom they have
given us, is perhaps the greatest gift ever given to all mankind.

That is not to say that the Founders were perfect people. We should
not get lost nor misled by that silly notion. There is no such thing. There are
not now, and there were not then, any perfect people.

People then, and people today, can be hurtful, selfish, mean and sometimes
evil. They can also be good, aspirational, empowering and helpful.

Bad people can do good things, and good people can do bad things. If we
expect all people to be perfect, and be good and altruistic all the time, in every
action throughout their entire life, we are bound to be nothing but
disappointed.

What is so beautiful about the Founders, wasn’t that they lived perfect lives,
but that they held some transformational, beautiful, perfect ideas
and aspirations.

Thomas Jefferson, was a flawed man in so many respects, as a slave owner, a
manipulative politician, a man who would turn against those who had always
supported and befriended him, and a spend thrift who died deeply in debt.

When he wrote those beautiful, aspirational phrases contained within the
Declaration of Independence, however, he penned perhaps the most
meaningful words in human history. They were words that elevated the value
of every individual person. Words that conveyed the best attributes of
humanity. Words that offered the promise of freedom, and liberty and
prosperity to anyone who would seek to achieve it.

The fact that these magnificent ideals came from an imperfect man, does not
diminish their power. It magnifies them.

Allin all, I wrote this book for two principle reasons.

First, the story of 1777 in New York, is one of the greatest stories in human
history.
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Every element of the human condition exists within this period that make up a
good story. The triumph of good over evil, the winning of the underdog against
long odds, just when times appear to be at their darkest.

This story contains interesting characters, with all different talents, and
numerous personal flaws and quirks, who all pull together to make the whole
greater than the sum of its parts. Working toward a common goal of delivering
freedom, these amazing people, from diverse and unique backgrounds,
achieved an historic victory, when nobody, including sometimes not even
themselves, believed it possible.

Secondly, it is my heart felt belief that this book should be written to tell the
story of freedom.

The central overriding theme of those brave men and women who gave their
lives during 1777, was that they were offering themselves up for the cause of
freedom.

They understood that some things are larger than themselves. They
believed that freedom is a gift from God, that no man should be allowed to
take away.

They knew in their hearts, that people who are blessed to live under
freedom'’s liberties, can accomplish anything, and are only limited by their
own drive, individual talent, hard work and desire.

The freedom that resulted from the story of 1777 made New York and the
United States the land of unlimited possibilities.

This incredible gift, that the people of 1777 New York gave to us, is not,
however, assured, without our continued commitment to keep it alive.

We cannot afford to trade that gift for the expediencies of the present,
when false solutions are offered by those who wish to control our actions for

what they myopically deem to be the overall public benefit.

For freedom is a gift that was purchased by the people of 1777 at high cost.
We dare not waste their sacrifice.

In their name, and we need to preserve it, both for ourselves and for our future
generations.

24 |Page



Table of Maps

25| Page



26 |Page



Chapter One

General Schuyler — The Cultural Environment of 1777

December 31, 1776

New Year’s Eve has traditionally been a time for reflection. It is a time to think
of the mistakes of the past, and for the expression of aspirations for the future.
1776 had been a very dynamic year. It was a year of dramatic change, of novel
firsts, of great victories, and of disappointing losses. As Major General Philip
Schuyler gazed out upon the Hudson River from the northeast corner window
of his splendid mansion in Albany, all these thoughts, hopes and fears swirled
through his ample mind.

The year had started out with such promise. The surprise capture of Fort
Ticonderoga in May of 1775, had allowed Schuyler’s Northern Department to
advance into the heart of British controlled Canada.! The campaign had
started with such promise, with a two-tiered attack, led by Schuyler’s second
in command, General Richard Montgomery, taking Crown Point, Fort St. John
and Montreal, meeting a second force, led by General Benedict Arnold,
travelling through Maine, at the outskirts of Quebec City.? With their efforts,
last New Year’s Eve had presented the promise of a sweeping victory, with the
hopes of adding a 14" Colony to join the new American Revolutionary cause.

But 1776 would prove a roller coaster ride. It would begin with the death of
Montgomery, the wounding of Arnold, and the end of the Canada Campaign.?
After the failed New Year’s Eve assault on Quebec City, the beginning of 1776
would see a retreating Colonial Army, devastated by battle casualties and small
pox, being chased back into New York, by Sir Guy Carlton, Governor General of
Canada and Major General of His Majesty’s Army.* Carlton would retake
Montreal, St. John and Crown Point, only to be repulsed by a herculean effort
of Benedict Arnold, who in days built a small armada, and pushed back the
British Invasion fleet, in America’s first naval battle at Valcour Island on Lake
Champlain.®

March 1776 would see a huge victory for American Forces, when Continental
Commanding Lieutenant General George Washington, through the ingenious
plan of General Henry Knox of Maine, fortified Dorchester Heights outside
Boston, with artillery Know had delivered from Ticonderoga, over the Berkshire
Mountains by sleds in the heart of winter.® This new artillery platform gave
Washington the first victory of the war, freeing previously occupied Boston for
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the Patriot cause, when British Commanding General William Howe evacuated
his untenable position, and sailed his entire Boston Garrison to Halifax, Nova
Scotia.”

July 4, 1776 would bring even more exciting news, when the Continental
Congress passed a resolution Declaring Independence for the American
Colonies from Great Britain and King George.® This formal act of separation
was the measure that every true Patriot, like General Schuyler, needed to start
the creation of their new nation, the United States of America.

The fundamental transformation that the Declaration would bring, would also
have deep meaning in New York. Just weeks after Congress acted, influential
leaders in New York would begin to organize in convention to draft a new state
constitution.® The creation of this historic first, would be accomplished under
the guidance of such mental giants as John Jay, Robert Livingston and
Gouvenor Morris.’® As a former member of both the New York Colonial
Assembly, and the Continental Congress, General Schuyler would follow the
progress of this critically important effort with great interest.!

But just as the euphoria of the Declaration, and the new state constitutional
efforts, had begun to take hold, they were disparaged by a huge British victory
in New York City.

OnJune 9. 1776, General Howe and his army set sail from Halifax, appearing in
New York waters on June 29, and landing on Staten Island on July 2.2 Just
weeks later, on August 22, 1776, the British commenced the Battle for New
York City, landing unopposed on Long Island, and then on August 26, attacking
and overrunning Colonial positions on Brooklyn Heights.!3

In another story of Providential luck, despite being thoroughly routed, General
Washington, under the cover of a fortuitous fog, was able to retreat, two days
later on August 28, across the river to Manhattan, with the skillful help of
Colonel John Glover, the commander of a Massachusetts corps of experienced
ferrymen.

After suffering another series of defeats at Kip’s Bay, Harlem and White Plains,
and losing both Forts Washington and Lee on the Hudson, General Washington
was able to finally escape this British offensive, by moving his forces to a
position along the Delaware River in Pennsylvania.®

Just when times looked as dark as could be imagined, General Washington was
able to transform public despair into hope. Staring on Christmas Eve, and using
Colonel Glover to once again to ferry him and his troops across the Delaware
River into New Jersey, Washington was able to end the year with two historic
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and dramatic victories at Trenton and Princeton,.*® This amazing campaign,
which pulled victory from the jaws of defeat, raised the spirit of every Patriot,
and sent shockwaves throughout the British high command.?” Indeed the
highly respected and experienced military commander, the King of Prussia
Frederick the Great, remarked that the “achievements of Washington and his
little band of compatriots between the 25th of December and the 4th of
January, a space of 10 days, were the most brilliant of any recorded in the
annals of military achievements.”®

And so, as General Schuyler gazed upon the frozen landscape of his estate,
down to the Hudson River, and across to the hills of Rensselaer, the ups and
downs of the past year filled his thoughts. What would 1777 bring? What
would be the British response to their victories in Canada and New York City?
What would be their response to their loses at Valcour Island, and New Jersey?
Would the cause of liberty survive?

Although most of the success of Washington’s most recent campaign in New
Jersey had yet to reach Schuyler’s upstate New York Command by New Year’s
Eve, General Schuyler had enormous confidence in, and hope for, George
Washington’s success. These two remarkable men were not just fellow
compatriots and commanders, they were also contemporaries and friends,
who shared strikingly similar backgrounds.

Each was born within months of the other, Washington on February 22, 1732
and Schuyler on November 20, 1733, to prominent, respected, multi
generational, American families.®
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Chapter Two

Timothy Murphy — The Original Frontier

January 1, 1777

New Year’s Eve has traditionally been a time for reflection. Itis a time to think
of the mistakes of the past, and for the expression of aspirations for the future.
1776 had been a very dynamic year. It was a year of dramatic change, of novel
firsts, of great victories, and of disappointing losses. As Major General Philip
Schuyler gazed out upon the Hudson River from the northeast corner window
of his splendid mansion in Albany, all these thoughts, hopes and fears swirled
through his ample mind.

The year had started out with such promise. The surprise capture of Fort
Ticonderoga in May of 1775, had allowed Schuyler’s Northern Department to
advance into the heart of British controlled Canada.! The campaign had
started with such promise, with a two-tiered attack, led by Schuyler’s second
in command, General Richard Montgomery, taking Crown Point, Fort St. John
and Montreal, meeting a second force, led by General Benedict Arnold,
travelling through Maine, at the outskirts of Quebec City.? With their efforts,
last New Year’s Eve had presented the promise of a sweeping victory, with the
hopes of adding a 14" Colony to join the new American Revolutionary cause.

But 1776 would prove a roller coaster ride. It would begin with the death of
Montgomery, the wounding of Arnold, and the end of the Canada Campaign.?
After the failed New Year’s Eve assault on Quebec City, the beginning of 1776
would see a retreating Colonial Army, devastated by battle casualties and small
pox, being chased back into New York, by Sir Guy Carlton, Governor General of
Canada and Major General of His Majesty’s Army.* Carlton would retake
Montreal, St. John and Crown Point, only to be repulsed by a herculean effort
of Benedict Arnold, who in days built a small armada, and pushed back the
British Invasion fleet, in America’s first naval battle at Valcour Island on Lake
Champlain.®

March 1776 would see a huge victory for American Forces, when Continental
Commanding Lieutenant General George Washington, through the ingenious
plan of General Henry Knox of Maine, fortified Dorchester Heights outside
Boston, with artillery Know had delivered from Ticonderoga, over the Berkshire
Mountains by sleds in the heart of winter.® This new artillery platform gave
Washington the first victory of the war, freeing previously occupied Boston for
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the Patriot cause, when British Commanding General William Howe evacuated
his untenable position, and sailed his entire Boston Garrison to Halifax, Nova
Scotia.”

July 4, 1776 would bring even more exciting news, when the Continental
Congress passed a resolution Declaring Independence for the American
Colonies from Great Britain and King George.® This formal act of separation
was the measure that every true Patriot, like General Schuyler, needed to start
the creation of their new nation, the United States of America.

The fundamental transformation that the Declaration would bring, would also
have deep meaning in New York. Just weeks after Congress acted, influential
leaders in New York would begin to organize in convention to draft a new state
constitution.® The creation of this historic first, would be accomplished under
the guidance of such mental giants as John Jay, Robert Livingston and
Gouvenor Morris.’® As a former member of both the New York Colonial
Assembly, and the Continental Congress, General Schuyler would follow the
progress of this critically important effort with great interest.!

But just as the euphoria of the Declaration, and the new state constitutional
efforts, had begun to take hold, they were disparaged by a huge British victory
in New York City.

OnJune 9. 1776, General Howe and his army set sail from Halifax, appearing in
New York waters on June 29, and landing on Staten Island on July 2.2 Just
weeks later, on August 22, 1776, the British commenced the Battle for New
York City, landing unopposed on Long Island, and then on August 26, attacking
and overrunning Colonial positions on Brooklyn Heights.!3

In another story of Providential luck, despite being thoroughly routed, General
Washington, under the cover of a fortuitous fog, was able to retreat, two days
later on August 28, across the river to Manhattan, with the skillful help of
Colonel John Glover, the commander of a Massachusetts corps of experienced
ferrymen.

After suffering another series of defeats at Kip’s Bay, Harlem and White Plains,
and losing both Forts Washington and Lee on the Hudson, General Washington
was able to finally escape this British offensive, by moving his forces to a
position along the Delaware River in Pennsylvania.®

Just when times looked as dark as could be imagined, General Washington was
able to transform public despair into hope. Staring on Christmas Eve, and using
Colonel Glover to once again to ferry him and his troops across the Delaware
River into New Jersey, Washington was able to end the year with two historic
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and dramatic victories at Trenton and Princeton,.*® This amazing campaign,
which pulled victory from the jaws of defeat, raised the spirit of every Patriot,
and sent shockwaves throughout the British high command.?” Indeed the
highly respected and experienced military commander, the King of Prussia
Frederick the Great, remarked that the “achievements of Washington and his
little band of compatriots between the 25th of December and the 4th of
January, a space of 10 days, were the most brilliant of any recorded in the
annals of military achievements.”®

And so, as General Schuyler gazed upon the frozen landscape of his estate,
down to the Hudson River, and across to the hills of Rensselaer, the ups and
downs of the past year filled his thoughts. What would 1777 bring? What
would be the British response to their victories in Canada and New York City?
What would be their response to their loses at Valcour Island, and New Jersey?
Would the cause of liberty survive?

Although most of the success of Washington’s most recent campaign in New
Jersey had yet to reach Schuyler’s upstate New York Command by New Year’s
Eve, General Schuyler had enormous confidence in, and hope for, George
Washington’s success. These two remarkable men were not just fellow
compatriots and commanders, they were also contemporaries and friends,
who shared strikingly similar backgrounds.

Each was born within months of the other, Washington on February 22, 1732
and Schuyler on November 20, 1733, to prominent, respected, multi
generational, American families.®
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