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PREFACE TO VOLUME I

As this work has progressed, it has been deemed necessary to
enlarge the scope and in a measure to depart from the original
plan. Many letters and documents of more or less importance
historically, that Governor Clinton wrote or alludes to, are not
to be found in the manuscript collection owned by the State. To
make consecutive the story of the Bevolutionary War, so far as
that story relates to New York State, records have been searched
and biographical correspondence of the time, American, Eng-
lish and French, has been examined and utilized.

Liberties have been taken with the manuscript collection that
were not necessary in the preparation of the first volume. The
editor of the maﬂuscript collection often separated a letter from
its answer, giving to each a distinct documentary number, sev-
eral other documents frequently intervening, according to the
dates involved. Where the subject matter is of more tha_n ordi-
nary importance, the letter and the answer have been consoli-
dated, for printing. For the further purpose of elucidation, foot-
notes have been liberally employed. Special efforts have invari-
ably been made where practicable, to compare what are unmis-
takably “ copies” of documents in the manuscripts, with the
originals.

Many historians have given credit to General Putnam for the
selection of West Point as a military post. As a matter of fact
this spot was chosen on the recommendation of George Clinton.
The letter substantiating this statement is deposited in the State
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Department at Washington, D. C. Through the courtesy of the
Becretary of State and of General F. C. Ainsworth, U. 8. A,
chief of the Record and P’ension Office, a copy of this important
document has been obtained and is printed in this volume.

The exacting labors necessary in a work of this character, have
been softened by the hearty co-operation of the various State De-
partments and the cordial assistance by representatives of the
national administration at Washington.

HUGH HASTINGS,
State Historian.
State Capitol, Albany, N. Y., January 9, 1900.
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ERRATA.

Page 84, first line, as follows, “ Colo. Van Schaick with the Continental
troops under his command,” should be read as the first line of page 82.

Page 130, line 13, the line “ The Former Addresses of the Commander-
in-chief in regard to Bread” should read ‘“ The Former Addresses the
Commander-in-Chief in Regard to Bread.”

Page 162, last line, after the word “ who,” strike out * understands and
therefore loves,” and insert * in his administration will prove.”

Page 269, line 2, the word * goal” should read * gaol.”

Page 303, line 10, the firm name “ Roderique Hotalez & Company ”
should read “ Roderique Hortalez & Company.”

Page 316, line 7, the word “ goal ”” should read * gaol.”

Page 833, line 6, the line * For the Relief of Persons who have Plun-
dered ” should read ‘ For the Relief of Persons who have been Plundered.”
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MANUSCRIPT VOL. II

(CONTINUED).

[No. 531.] !
Militia in Westohester Slow in Filling Their Ranks.

Philipse Burgh, June 4th 1777.
Honour’d 8ir, .

The Levy of Militia you Order’d out are not more than one
half down and I conceive not like to be rais’d. The General Com-
mittee of this County have taken on themselves to Order the
Field Officers to Compleat their Quota’s, and to raise three Com-
panies of Rangers, to give them L 6 or L 6: 10 Pr Month; and
when they cannot draw Provision 16 / pr week for their Subsist-
ance in Lieu of Rations, that they are to be under their Command
and design’d to guard themselves, which Authority they take
from a Resolution of Convention of May 6th Impowering the
Committee & Field Officers to raise as many men in said County
-as they could for the defence of the County and that they would
pay the Expence thereof.

Therefore, pray, you will Order Colo. Thomas and Colo. Gilb’t
Drake, to send down their Quota’s Immediatly, as for the want
of them the few men we have are but of Little Service.

I am 8ir, Your Very humble Serv’t,

- James Hamman, Col.

P. 8. Sir, I sent you two Cheeses and Should be Glad to know
if they are Come to hand.
To Genl. Clinton.



4 PuBLic PAPERS oF GEORGE CLINTON.

[No. 532.]
Nothing Against Farren Save Love of Strong Drink.

New Windsor 4th June 1777.
Honored Sir, \

The bearer hereof James Farren is the Person I men-
tioned to you as an Armourer. On your request I offered
him 8 / pr day which is £12 pr Month for the service you
mentioned to me; he thought it was not enough as he had rec'd
£15 pr month in Albany. However he went to work in order to
prepare some tools that were necessary for his busness, and
now goes down on the terms formerly offered; therefore belive
he is contented with the matter. He is an excellent workman
at almost every branch of the Smith's busness; but belive his
Character very slender, dont know whether any thing can be
charged on him save the love of strong Drink—think if you hold
him a little short by the Head he may prove servicable.

I expect to send with this; Bellows, Auvil, & Vize, but as
they were not come over the River last Night cannot be certain.
However they shall be forwarded with all possable expidition.
Files also as soon as I can procure them from Fridreck Burgh.

I am D’r Genl. with due respect,

Your Very Hum'e Serv't,
Robt. Boyd Jun'r.
Honorable Genl. George Clinton.
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[No. 533.]
GENERAL PUTNAM WANTS THE FRIGATES.
And his Proposition i3 Indorsed by General Clinton for the Defence
of the Hudson. -
Fort Montgomery 5th June 1777.
Sir,

1 was desired by General Putnam two Days ago to write to
the Council of Safety of this State requesting they woud use
every Means in their Power to forward the Continental Frigates
down to this Post; he likewise desired me to meption that as
very Considerable Aditional Works at the public Expence were
directed to be made for the more effectual Obstruction of the
Navigation of the River at Fort Montgomery, in which this State
is 80 much Interested, it was expected that the two State Priva-
teers woud be sent down to the Chain with the other Vessels,
to which I presume there can be no Objection as at that Place
they may be of great Service & 1 cani see that they can be of any
in any other Place in the River, especially since the Shipping
are out of the Creek & will be armed for their own Defence.

1 shoud be glad to know if the Comimittee of Arangement
continue to appoint Officers to supply Vaccanies in the five State
Regiments, as well because I understand there are already many
in some of them, as that it is a Contingency we may frequently
expect & the Bervice injured if not speedilly supplied. I expect
my present Brigade Major will soon be ordered to Join the Regi-
ment to which his Excellency the Genl. has appointed him. I

mean then to make an Offer of that Berth to Capt. Lush the
Paymaster to Colo. Du Bois's Regt. in which Case, however, 1
woud esteem it a singular favour if Capt. Townsend, a Worthy

Officer of my Brigade last year, might succeed him in his present
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Office, for which as he served a Time to Merchandize; I think him
Very capable & I have no doubt but it woud be agreable to the
Regiment. He has Merrit, not only as a good Officer, but in
sacrafizing his Livelihood which was Comfortable in the Cause
& he is now out of all kind of Business. I am with much Respect,
Your Most Obed’t Serv’t,
Geo. Clinton.

P. 8. I forgot to mention that John Conkling, Esqr. of Haver-
straw, a Recruiting Capt. in the Enemy’s Service, his first Lieut.
of the same Name, a Serjt, & one Private were sent in here Wed-
nesday last by my Brother; his Inlisting Paper was found
with him to which there was twenty odd Names subscribed, a
permission to pass & Repass the Out Posts from Genl. Howe
& a Protection from Earl Cornwallis, all Datd in November last.
I have ordered them to Peeks Kill, in Irons to be tried for
Treason. My Brother writes me that a small Scouting Party of
his, had just ret’d from Bergen Woods, where they had taken
two Waggons on their Ret'n from N. York which had been to
market there.

The Men escaped who were in but fled & left the Wagons but
left some Women in them.

[To Council of Safety.]

[No. 534.]
Captain Bedloic Suggested as Deputy Paymaster-General to Gen.
Putnam.

New Windsor June 5th, 1777.
Dear S'r,

Your kind favor of the 3d Inst. covering> one from Genl. Put-

nam, I have received. Your thinking me Capable of being
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Deputy P. M. G. to Genl. Putnam’s Divission, and Recomending
me to him for that office is a peice of Friendship which with the
many I and my Family have received from you, I never shall (and
I hope they never will) forget. I have Inclosed my answer to
Genl. Putnam open for your Perusal; if you think it Proper to
send to him, be so kind as to close & forward it, if not, destroy
it. I could not determin till I have the Pleasure of seeing of
you, to know the Nature of the above office and were I should
be obliged to have my Chief residence. I am now Busy prepare-
ing the Accts. for the works here in order to get a settlement
with the Committee of Safety for this State, to the 1st day of the
month; this with its being pay Time for the last month and
attendence often for Sundrys wanted from the store, gives me
at present constant Imploy so that it would be Impossible for
me to wait on Genl. Putnam till all the artificers are paid of, who
are a sett of Gentlemen that must have their money when they
call for it.

1 would beg leave to take notice to my Friend, that besides
the appointment of commissary of Stores, which the Convention
of this State on your Letter of Recomendation the 1st of Dec’r
last, gave me, they did by their Resolve of the 9th Jan’y follow-
ing, in addition to my former appointment appoint me also Com-
missioner to the works to keep an Acct. of all Expenditures &
pay Accts; my sallery for which, to be 10 / pr. day; this with the
first appointment of 10 / & 3 Rations pr. day makes my present
sallery 20 / & three Rations; it is true this will not last long,
and the other may. I mention these for your Judgment thereon
when I have the pleasure to see you.

1t has given Mrs. Bedlow, Miss Caty & self a Heartfelt Satis-

faction to hear you was so well again as to be at Peeks Kill &
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hope to see Mrs. Clinton return Better in Health then when she
left us; they all Joyn me in our warmest Regards to you & Mrs.
Clinton.
I am D’r 8'r,
Your Hum’'e Serv’t,
William Bedlow.

P. 8. the Family at your House all well this morning.
To Brig’r Genl. George Clinton.

[No. 5335.]
George Clinton Orders Capt. Hodge to Bring Down the Frigates and
Galleys from Poughkeepsie to the Chain.

Fort Montgomery 6th June 1777.
Sir,

I am directed by his Honor Genl. Putnam, to desire that you
will exert yourself to the utmost of your Power in fixing & bring-
ing down with all possible Expedition to the Chain at this Place,
the Continental Frigate under your Command, where you will
receive Guns for her & such aditional Men as you may want to
man her. His Excellency Genl. Washington expects the Frigates
and Gallies are already at that Station which renders us more
anxious for their Speedy Arival. I am with Esteem your Most
Obed’t Serv’t,

Geo. Clinton.

We shall be oblidged to put 9 Pounders on Board one of the
Ships; is not a pitty we coud not have the 18 pounders at Sallis-
burry.

Tc¢ Capt. Hodge.
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[No. 536.]

Returns of Col. Hasbrouck’s Regiment, Under Major Jansen, at Fort
Montgomery.—June 7, 1777.

A Return of Coll. Jonathan Hasbrook’s Regiment Under the

Command Major Johannis Jansen Agreeable to the Returns

Given in by the Officers Present.
' Fort Montgomery July 7th 1777.

[No. 537.]

Col. Hughes Requires a Captain’s Guard to Protect the Public Stores
at Fishkill. '
Fishkill, 8th June 1777.
Dear General,
Asg the Place is fix’d on for the Provisions and some of them
there, it is necessary that a Guard should be order’d, especially
when the Neighbourhood is consider’d, and that the Salt is to

be sent there also. I think that a Captn’s Guard will be neces-
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sary, & a full Company too; as we may be oblig’d to occupy two
or three Stores.

.May I felicitate you, Sir? It is spoken of here as decided, &
the Difference ascertain’d.

I expect to give Major Taylor a Draught on your Lady this
Day, if not prevented by the Rain from Crossing, as I am not
quite well yet.

I am, Dear General,

your most Obdnt. and Humble Ser’t,
Hugh Hughes.
The Honble General Clinton.

[No. 538.]

THE COUNCIL OF SAFETY SLOW, .
No Guns, Ammunition or Seamen for the Frigates at Poughkeepsgie.
State of New York, Kingston June 10th 1777.
Sir,

The Council have desired me to inform you in answer to your
favour of the fifth Instant* that they have exerted themselves to
their Utmost to forward the Continental Frigates but as the
State is without Cannon and Seamen it is impossible that their
exertions can answer the purpose. The Ships are now at Poug-
keepsie, and we hope they will soon be rigged, which is the -ut-
most we shall be able to do towards comp'lea‘ting them. We have
informed General Putnam of our Destitute Condition and from
the information received from General Green, trust he will fall
upon some means to procure Guns and Seamen for them that

they may be used in the Defence of the River. One of our Priva-

¢ See page 5 et seq.
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tier Sloops is employed to guard the State Prisoners on Board
the Vessels in the River, the other is now at Albany; as soon as v
she returns she shall be sent down to the Chain, where she can
be of but little Service unless men can be procured for her there.
The Committee of Arrangement conceive that their Power ex-
pired with the late Convention, but the Council will proceed to
fill up such Vacancies as may happén in the five Regiments, till
the meeting of the Legislature and will always pay a particular
attention to your recommendations. Whenever the Paymaster-
ship of Colonel Dubois’s Regiment shall become vacant, a Com-
mission shall be filled up for Captain Townsend.
I have the Honour to be with great Respect
your most obedient hum’e Serv’t,
Pierre Van Cortlandt, i’res’dt.
The Honorable General George Clinton.

[No. 539.]

Henry Schenk Asks as to Location of Depots of Provisions in Ulster
County.

Teusday Morning—June 10th 1777,
Sir,

I am Informed by Letter from Joseph Trumbull, Esqr., Com’y
Genl. that you are to appoint the place or places in Ulster
County proper for Magazine of Provisions &c. I am also Di-
rected to Call on you to Know wether the places are fix't. 8o
that I may take my measure agreeable to my Directions.

I am Sir your most Obt. Hum’e Ser’t,
Henry Schenk.

To Brig. Genl. George Clinton.
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[No. 543.]

Returns of Col. Greaton’s Regiment, under Lieut. Col. Loring, at Fort Constitution, June 5, 1771.
A Weckly Return of the Detachment of Col. Greaton’s Regiment Commanded by Lieut. Col. Loring.

PuBLIC

Fort Constitution 5th June 1777.
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[No. 544.]

Returns of Major Pleas’ Battalion, at Fort Constitution, June 5, 1777.

PuBLic PAPERS or GEORGE CLINTON,

A Return of the Militia of Foot in the Sarvice of the United States under the Command of Morice Place Major.

Fort Constitution June 5th, 1777.
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Capt Veal Absent with Leave.
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18 PuBLic PaAPERS OF GEORGE CLINTON.
[No. 546.]
A Collection of Courts Martial Sentences Following Insubordination.

Fort Montgomery Jun 11th, 1777.
At a Garrison Court Martial held this day for the Tryal of
the Following persons that are brought before us.

Capt. Rosecrans, President.

Members.
Lieut. Henry Pawling Lieut. Rich’d Oliver
Lieut. Joseph Austin Ensign Henry Swartwout

By Order of Geo. Clinton, Brig’'r Genl.

Members duly Sworn Proceeds to Tryal.

Isaac Lent, Serjt. of Capt. Thomas Lee’s Company being
Brought before this Court for Disobedience or Orders. Pleads,
Not Guilty. '

Capt. Godwin being sworn and saith that the said Isaac Lent
was sent on Command with him to Fishkill, by Colo. Dubois
and was Ordered to Return to Join his Comp’y Again when Capt.
Godwin should order him which, he The said Godwin, saith did
Desire him to Return but did not obey his Orders.

John Rickey, private of Capt. D. Bevier’s Company being
brought before this Court for Getiing drunk, on parade &
threatning Violence with his Bayonet to Serjt. John Christy
pleads Guilty of being Drunk but not Guilty of threatning
Violence.

Thomas Vallance, Serjt. of Capt. Moodie’s Company of Artil-
lery, being brought before this Court for making noise after
Tattoo Beating being, ordered to keep silent by Capt. Ham-
tramck Three times Insulting him and Refusing to give his
name. Pleads, not Guilty.
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William Nichols, Corporal of Capt. Moodie’s Company for the
Like pleads, not Guilty.

William Bochannen, Bombarder of Capt. Moodie’s Company
for the like pleads, not Guilty.

Jacobus Vangardner, Matross of Capt. Moodie’s Company for
the like pleads, not Guilty. '

Robert Wigham, Matross of Capt. Moodie’s Company for the'
like pleads, not Guilty.

Capt. Hamtramck being brought before this Court & Sworn
Saith that after Tattoo he ordered them to be Silent three times,
and Refus'd to Obey his orders, and When he went up stairs
heard one of them say, What had they to do with him, they
had Officers of Their own and would do what they pleas’d, But
Did not know the person that mentioned the Words.

Lieut. Daniel Lawrence being brought before Court sworn and
saith, that he heard Capt. Hamtramck desire the men below
Stairs of their Room, to make no Noise' which he Desired two
or three times, but did Not Obey; him, and heard one of them
say that they were Damn’d fools to mind any other Officer but
their own, but did not know the person that Mentioned them
Words.

Ensign Henry Vandenburgh brought before this Court sworn
and Saith that he heard Capt. Hamtramck desire the men be-
low Under their Room to be Silent two or three times, but
did not Obey his orders; he went down to them and told them
they Would Disturb Mr. Ganoe who was up stairs, but did not
Mind him when he sent them to the Guard house; and Likewise
beard one of them say they was Damn’d fools To mind any but

their own Officers but .did not know the person that Mentioned
them words.
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Capt. Moodie Brought before the Court sworn and saith that
it was by his order they Refused to give their names; the
Reason he gave was that an officer of the Guard had No Right
to keep a prisoner Confin’d unless he had his Name and Crime.

Hugh Kroker brought before this Court sworn and saith that
the men in the Room had Just Come in from fatigune, And was
Laughing and Shaking hands with each Other, when Capt. Ham-
tramck Came Down and Desired them not to make any Noise
and Says he Heard Nothing of the afore Mentioned abuse.

James Brown brought before this Court sworn and saith that
the men in the Room had Just Come in from fatigue And was
Laughing and Shaking hands with each other, when they was
Desired by Capt. Hamtramck To make no Noise, When they
Answered him in French, Yes Sir, and seem’d to be more Quiet
after that, and Says he heard nothing of the aforementioned
abuse.

It is the opinion of this Court that 'Isaac Lent, Serjeant of‘
Capt. Thomas Lee’s Company i)e Reduced to the Ranks And do
private’s Duty.

It is also the opinion of this Court that John Rickey, Private
of Capt. Phillip D. Bevier’s Company be Stript at the Whipping
Post, but Receive no Lashes, and be Severely Reprimanded on
the Public Parade, from there Sent to the Guard house and
kept four days Confin’d On Bread & Water. ‘

It is also the opinion of this Court that Thomas Vallance,
William Nichols, William Bochannen, Jacobus Van Gardner,
Robert Wigham all of Capt. Moodey’s Company of Artillery be
Beverely Reprimand’d On the public parade and Ask Capt. Ham-
tramck’s pardon for Abusing of him.

Jas. Rosekrans President.
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The above Sentences are approved & ordered to be put in
Executicn immediatly. Fort Montgomery 12th June 1777.
Geo. Clinton, B. Genl.

[No. 547.]

Gen. John Morin Scott Wishes to Confer with George Clinton as Soon
as He Can Cross the River.
New Windsor June 11th 1777.
My dear General,

I fully intended to see you this night. I am in a Sulky &
therefore, cannot see you but by Water, yet I have abundant
Reasons to see you immediately. There is no Boat here by
which I can be dispatched. I am therefore constrained to cross
the River. I am determined to see you to Morrow Ev’g. I have
much to say to you & the Officers under your Command. I shall
probably go across the Rivgr from fort Constitution. I am des-
tined to Peeks Kill. I hope at ‘one or other of the places to
procure a Conveyance to your Side of the YWater. Believe me,
Dear George, to be most sincerely & affectionately Yours,

Jno. Morin Scott.

See, if I don’t think of my Friends. I have provided a Bottle
of excellent Snuff for you Which I have committed to Major
Logan’s Care, who will send it down to you in the Morning.

To The Honorable Brigadier General Clinton at Fort Mont-
gomerie.
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[No. 552.]

Returns of detachment under Lieut. Col. Loring at Fort Constitution June 12, 1771,

PusBLic PAPERS OF GEORGE CLINTON,

Fort Cnstitution June 12th 1777.

A Weekly Return of the Detachment Under the Command of Lt. Collo. Loring.
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Jotham Loring Lt. Colo.

One Capt. on Command.
One 1 Lt. on Command.
§'t Major Sick abaent

one Serjt. Sick present.
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[No. 554.]
The Frigates and Who Will Command Them.
Fort Montgomery 12th June 1777.
Dear Sir,

I rec’d your Favour of yesterday by Capt. Palmer. I will
chearfully do every Thing in my Power to have the Gallies im-
mediatly fitted for Use. I fear we shant be able to supply them
with Men from this Post as we have but few Watermen among
the Troops here. Capt. Palmer I think might be able to get a
Number from the Country as he has considerable Influence with
the People that woud best Suit; but he, from some Conversation
which happend at Genl. McDougal’s yesterday wishes to decline'
the Command of the Shark. He thinks his Appo'niment dis-
agreeable to Genl. McDougal & that this might render him un-
hai)py in the Service. You may remember I ment’d him as an
Active brave Man which I dare say he is, but not possessed of
much of any Experience as a Sea Officer in the Fighting Way
& 1 mentioned a Certain Capt. Leycraft, as an old Privateer
Capt. who Genl. McDougal thought well of as a Suitable Man
to command the Gally.

I am surprized my last Week’s Return has not been delivered
to your Honor; it was made out in Season & sent down by an
Officer who came up here for Capt. Concklen & other Prisoners
who promised faithfully to deliver it with his own Hands. ¥
have not yet rec’d this Week’s Return from Fort Constitution.
I expect it in this Evening & will send it forward as soon as it
comes to Hand. I Inclose a Copy of last Week’s Return with
the Ret’'n of G of F. C. added which was not in the Original.

I am your Most Obed’t Serv’t,

Geo. Clinton.
[To Gen. Putnam.]
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" [No. 555.]
Col. Hughes Writes on Supplies.

Fishkill 13th June 1777.
Dear General,

I have the Honour to inclose you a Packet from General Scott.*
('?apt. Dobbs has promis’d that he, or his Son, will deliver it into
your own Hands, as the General is pretty anxious that it should
go safe & quick.

As Col. Wadsworth has undertaken to supply the Post at
Peekskill with salt Provisions by Land, as well as the Forts, all
that comes under my Care will, henceforward, be deposited at
Newborough, [Newburg] till a more suitable Place is fix'd on,
by vou, Sir.

If a Place is already pitch’d on, or you would chuse to have
it carried further from the River, please to let me know either,
and it shall be convey’d agreeable to your Direction.

Capt. Machin applied to us the other Day for ten Tons of square
Iron, which could not supply, nor the tenth Part of it, as the most
of that sort is at Fredricksburgh & Danbury, saving what is
drawn for the Laboratory at Springfield &ec.

I advis’d, as he has Instructions to purchase what is wanted,
to get the Iron where we do, as it is puting the States to an use-
less Expense to fetch it from here, when he can get within a
Trifle, as convenient on the other Side: Nay, some may be had
much more convenient, of Brew;;ter, I imagine; and what he cant
furnish, can be had at Chester, where we get.

In the mean Time, lest Business should stop I gave an order
for any that might be in Major Taylor's Store, till they could

procure more.

® See page 21.
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Tools we have furnish’d, such as were in Store, and gave Major
Taylor 'Directions to afford every Assistance in his Power, all
which, I hope, will meet with your Approbation.

S am, Dear General, your most obedient and very Humble Ser’t,
Hugh Hughes.
The Honble. General George Clinton.

[No. 556.]
Major Logan Sends General George Clinton a Tory Prisoner and &
Deposition.
New Windsor, June 14, 1777.
Honorad 8ir, '
I send you one Mead, prisener, which has been about the works
2 or 3 days which I xspect to be a bad fellow. I inclos Mr. Odgan
examanashion about the mater to you and Intend to try if I Con
get Sum Mor Evidens among the peple at the works. I have
Not Examened him but Very Litel, but what I asked him he
denied all Mr. Odgan Sad.
Sir I am your Honner’s Most omble Servant,
Sam’l Logan.
the Honorable General Gorge Clinton Commandat of the
fortifications in the Highlands.

New Windsor, June 14th 1777.
the Examennation of Ichabod Ogden, the Examanent says,
that on the 12th of Instnt. he was on Langlen’s Schooner where
one John Mead Came on bord of said Schooner. 8°d Ogden went
in the hole and Mead followed him; Ogden said these Cursed
shverdefreeze has Rewened me. 8’d Mead Asked why he did
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not Carry his Chese to New York. I asked him how I Could
Git it there, he thought he Could Carry it by the forts without
being hurt. 1 told him I Did not mind the Chese. I asked him
If he thought we Could not pas that way by Land, he says yes,
he Could Git to Cokeat, there was pilates there Concealed, to
Carry people Down; he dezerted from Rogers and since that Time
sent his Father and Two Brothers Down to New York; that he
had sent his wife in to know the Certainty of the Times in New
York; that we Could Cut wood on any man’s Land along the
River; that he said that America would be attacted on Evory
part; he said that there was several men in the works that would
Go of with him and one of the four men would allso Go of with
them and further Saith not.

John Mead Relateed the Above to me.

’ Ichabod Ogden.

N. B. the Examminant farther say that said Mead Come from

Bargin County.

[No. 557.]
D. Wynkoop, Jr., Transmits Political News to the General.
Kingston the 14 June 1777.
Deer Generell,

This is To Inform you that all Frinds here are In a good State
of Helth as I hope these may find you and yours. As To Nuse
We Have Very Little. We Hare that Carlton is Disarming the
Cannadiens and that a Franch fleet is Neer the River of St. Law-
rence. Our Election for officers of the State is Neer at hand but
Little Has been Hard Concerning the Persons To be Hild up.
Generell Scuyler and your Self Seems To be fixed on by many as
for Governors. Coll. Pawling & De Witt for Senetors. Mr. Tappen



32 PuBLIic PAPERS oF (GEORGE CLINTON.

my Brother and Doctor De Witt as Representetive; with
Mess. Parks, Ray and Cor’s C. Schoonmaker for the Lower End
of the County, and by others Col. Snyder Hornbeeck & Harden-
bergh for this End. However I Doubt the Latter Have No Grate
Interest here. There bearer Waits that I Must Conclude With my
Best Respects To you and yours and am Dear Sir Your Sinseer
frind and Very Humble Servent,
D. Wynkoop, Jun.

To Briggadeer‘Generell George Clinton Commande: and Chief

of the Fortresses In the High Lands.

[No. 558.]
Samuel Logan Reports the Result of His Search for Russell, the
Tory.
New Windsor June 14th 1777.
Honorad Sir,

a Cordoing to your orders I went with a part of the Light hors
in Saréh of Russell; when I Come within a Mil and a half of his
hous I aplied to Mr. Conklon; ho was acquented with him and
sent 2 of the Light hors with him in disgis afoot; as the went thru
the woods ner Russells hous the met a man in the woods and the
semed to be Surprised; he told them not to frited; asked them
from whence the Come; the Replayd from New York; he told
them the need not be afred; the was all good frends about ther
and asked what news from New York and wither general How
was Coming up the River or not; with that ther was a woman
apered; he told them to Clap down and hid, when the woman
Come near he sed the need not be afred for that was one Russells

wife and that hir Husbant was gon off Las night to New York,
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and if he had been at hom wald been very glad to have seen
them; he had been at hom for sum time but had not been in his
hous but three nights; this man Invited fhem hom with him,
but the Sead that the darst not; the must go to the Mountains;
he sed that he had Last winter Carred provison for 10 or 12 in
the Mount’s and in the spring the set of for New York. Mr.
Conklin went privatly Inquiring for Creaters he had Lost, and
from all he Cold Larn he thinks he has gon off; 1 beleve ther is
no sesposhin that we wer after him, as for Wood I did not Know
wither to go in Sarch of him or no for fear of discovring the
mater; I shall weight the generals advise about Wood, wither it
is best to go and sarch for the money or not. I am your Honors

most obedant ombel Servant,

Sam’l Logan.
To General Gorge Clinton.

[No. 559.] -
General Clinton Informs Gen. Putnam in Regard to the Difficultics
in Fitting out the Frigates.
F. M. 15th June 1777.
8ir,

Capt. Cook Commander of The Washington came here last
Night. I will send a Boat To Morrow to take in the Guns from
Peeks Kill intended for her Use. It will be impossible to ob-
tain Men from this Post properly qualified to man the vessel,
all that would have been useful for that Purpose being sent to
the two Frigates at Poughkeepsie. Capt. Cook thinks that the
greatest Part of the Men that were with him last summer are
in some or other of the Regiments at Peeks Kill, and would wish
to have them again as they are good Hands & used to the Busi-
ness. Capt. Palmer wishes to decline the Command of the Shark

3
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Galley and I have sent an Express to Capt. Leaycraft to come
down immediately & take the Command. If he should also de-
cline Capt. Palmer rather than the service should suffer, will
again take the Command of her.

The Ship Montgomery I expect down To morrow and the Con-
gress towards the latter End of the week. It will almost dis-
mantle our Forts if we are to furnish them with Guns. I under-
stand there are Number of them at Salisbury. Even if they
should have been intended for other Use could it not be so con-
trived as to secure them for the Frigates during the summer.
Among them I am informed there are short Eighteen Pounders
which the ships can well bear in this River. If a General Order
was issued offering Encouragements to Persons who wo’d engage
to serve in the ships during the season, a considerable Number
from the Country might be obtain’d which would prevent the
Regiments from being too much weakened.

Four large Scows were sent to this Post [by] Genl. Schuyler
from Albany without any Directions; as I cant think they were
intended for this Place and indeed we have little or no Occasion
for them; you will please to order what is to be done with them.

[G. C.]

[To Gen. Putnam.]

! [No. 560.]
Rendezrous for Supplies.

Peeks Kill 16th June 1777.
Dear General,

The Bearer waits on you to know if there be any Place fix’d on
for the Salt Provisions; as there will soon be a considerable

Quantity at Newborough, if not remov’d. For the Present, I
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have order’d it to be rode up the Bank, & stor’d in the Barns of
Smith, where the new ferry is erected.

I should be glad to know if you rec’d a Letter lately from me,
-on the Subject of furnishing Captn. Machin with Iron, for the
Works under his Care & Direction and, if you have, whether
You approve of its Contents?

I shall leave this, to-day, but if you have any other Commands,
the Bearer will meet me at the Fishkill, tomorrow, where 1 shall
gladly execute them.

I am Dear General, your most obedient, and very Humble
Serv’t,

Hugh Hughes.
The Honble. General George Clinton.

[No. 561.]
Colonel Graham Writes;to George Clinton in Regard to the)Right
TB&unty Money in Certain Cases—The Coming Election.
Little Nine Partners June 16, 1777.
Dear Genll.

The Bearers John Coopland & David Orr are two soldiers that
were drafted to serve untill the first of August; they Had Re-
<ceivd the Bounty given by this Precinct for s’d service after
‘which they produced a Certificate given by Coll. Levingston of
their being Employed in making of cannon, but as they Refuse
to Refund the Bounty I thought it best to send them down; if
Yyou shoud think them Entiteled to the money' the Precinct will
be satisfied, my kind Regards to all friends in the Garison and
am,

your affectionate friend & very Humble serv’t,

Morris Graham.



36 PuBLIC PAPBRS OF GEORGE CLINTON.

P. S.—there has bin great Confusion in our Elections, owing
to a Certain Recommendation which I think had better bin let
alone; 7 Candidates for Governor in this County owing to the
people being perswaded to vote Contrary to their sentiments.

To Brigd’r Genll. George Clinton at Fort Mongomere.

[No. 562.]
Israel Thompson on the Subject of Bounties.
Northeast Precinct, June 17th 1777.
Sir,

The Bearer Mr. Rouse will inform you of Perticulars Respect-
ing two men that were Drafted in this place and are gone to
Fort Montgomery with Design to get clear of the Service and
keep the Bounty which they have obtained by Deceit. Mr. Rouse
goes to inform you of the affair at the Request of several of the
Inhabitants in these parts and the account he brings may be
Relied on for Truth, as he is a man of Truth and Verasity; and
the Cheat more immediately respects him and myself as we were
appointed by this Precinct to Receive and Pay out the bounty
raised for the Militia Raised here.

{ Doubt not but on Examination you will find the case as
Mr. Rouse will Relate to you and that ycu will see justice done.

I am Sir with the utmost Esteem & Respect your most Hbl.
Ser’t,

Israel Thompson.

To Brigadier General George Clinton Fort Montgomery.
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[No. 563.]
THE ENEMY’S MOVEMENTS IN NEW JERSEY.

Danger of Smallpor in the American Army—Colonel Livingston’s
Attack on General McDougall.
Peeks Kill 18th June 1777.
Dear General,

The Eenemy moved on 8aturday morning last from Brunswick

in three Colums towards Deleware, one the main road to Prince
Town, one the Crambary, and on the milstone road. His Excel-
lency the General was prepared to Follow them.

Yesterday we received advice that the right Colum Halted at
Somerset Court House, which is about 8 miles from the Raritan.
Parson’s, McDougall and Glover’s Brigades are ordered over, the
first Crossed three days ago with 1200 strong. Mine Cross to
day; they were detaned for want of tents; it will consist of about
800 strong, Durkee’s, Chandler’s & Cortlandt’s regiments. Each
Brigade carry two Peices of the Train with them. I think it a
loss to our regiments to be out of the Field, the detention of
Livingston’s you will easily conjecture.

The sudden call of the Troops, induced General Putnam to
send over many who have not had the small Pox, Contrary to
His Excellency’s orders. This should induce Col. Dubois to loose
no time in innoculating his men, as the object of the Campaign
is now fixed, and those who have been innoculated have had it
very favourable. Besides, if any accident should happen in Jer-
sey Perhaps the General will order all the Continental Troops
there. If he dont, I shall apply to him to get that regiment to
join the Grand Army, because I think it a prejudice to the State,
to have their Troops in posts where they will not see service.

The most of our regiments by the Close of the Campaign will
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consist Principally of officers, unless some mode is fallen opon, by
the Council of Safety or the Legislature to fill them up.

Do remind them of this, I have no time to do it.

The eastern regiments are filled, by some means or other; some-
are draughts. As there is no prospect of your being troubled:
with any more Court martials, between Col. Livingston and me,
I inclose you a Copy of a paper he circulated in Camp, while in
arrest, and sent a number of them to a Captain Davis of his
regiment, then at Fish Kill to be sent to New Haven. One would
immagine from his pretended delicacy of manners, no such pro-
duction could come from him. But it can be proved by a number
of witnesses He stopped to such meaness, as to get Captain
Backet to Copy them.

Poor boy, if he knew how little Pain his scribling gave me he
would have saved himself the trouble of Composing it. But it
shews how great an attachment he has to the Cause. Its a
second eddition, James Rivington’s Papers, New rased up. 1
have time only to add, my best wishes for your Happiness.

I am Dear Sir, your affectionate Humble Serv’t,
Alex’r M’Dougall.
General Clinton.
[No. 564.]
Stores Unprotected at Newburg.
Newborrough 18th June 1777.
Honoured S’r,

There is much provision & other stores coming to this place,
and part of it already arrived; the most part of the waggoners
gone from this and no place but open Barns without Lock or key

to store them in, from which Reasons, would look upon it unsafe
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to trust them Unguarded; salt is an artical cannot be trusted in
such a situation; it would be Necessary to send a Non Commis-
sion’d Officer that can be Depended on, with good men,

"I have acquainted Capt. Addams about the scows, at your post,
he is to order them up here for this Ferry, if you have no occas-
sion for them there, he is to be at your Post this Day or tomor-
row; would be Glade you would give him Directions what kind
of a Boat you would have,

I have ordered 1200 Boards to you, and had purchased four
Horses for Capt. Moody’s Artillary, but was ordered to send
them all over to the other side on this allarm; it will be some
time before I will be able to supply two waggons I have here
with Horses, till then I must press Teems to Draw the stores
from the Landing, I have let Colo’l Hughs know it is not in my
power to furnish Horses for the artillary, that he may provide
them another way, I have likewise givén order to Captn. Nicols
to send all the Tents at the Shivodefreez to you, without Delay,
and am D’r Genrll,,

' your M’t Ob’t Hu’l Bervant,
And’w Taylor Asst. Q. M. 8.
Genrl. G. Clinton.’
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[No. 565.]

Returns of Col. Pawling’s Regiment, at Fort Clinton. June 19, 1777.

A Return of Colo. Levi Pawling’s Rejt, Genl. George Clintor’s Brigade.

Fort Clinton June 1777.
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A Detatehment Consisting of one Subaltron and 2 hundred and 2 Privates with Major Logan at New Windsor

Levi. Pawling, Col.
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[No. 568.]
CLINTON TO WASHINGTON.

The Force at the Highlands Much Reduced by Enlistments in the
Regular Army.

Fort Montgomery 19th June 1777.
Dear Sir,

The Weak State of the Post near Sydnam’s Bridge where my
Brother commands, he not having Men sufficient to mount the
necessary Guards or on the most urgent occassion to send out
a Party, has induced me to tﬁke the Liberty of ordering there,
from this Post, the other two Companies, raising under my Di-
rection for one of the 16 Additional Regiments, and as they will
consists now of about 100 Rank & File fit for Duty I have ordered
Major Pawling there to take the Command of them.

This step I hope will meet your Excellency’s Approbation,
especially as if they shoud be wanted at Head Quarters ti:ey
will be more easilly & expeditiously Got from Sydnam’s than
from this Place. My Militia at this Post which at first consisted
of one third Part of the County of Ulster is much reduced by
Inlistments into the standing army which I have encouraged by
every Means in my Power, so that the chief I have now to de-
pend on for the Defence of this Post is Colo. Du Bois Regimt.
which is yet far from being compleat but is filling as fast as
I coud reasonably expect. This Regiment I have made acquainted
with all the advantageous Deflles & passes in the Mountains
leading to this Post & with the Works necessary for its Defence.
1 woud fain hope therefore that if the Service will admit of
leaving any of the Continental Troops here, These may not be
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removed, as they will certainly be more useful here than an
Equal Number of any other equally as good Men for the Field.
I am with great Respect your Excellency’s most obed’t serv’t,

. Geo. Clinton.
[To Gen. Washington.]

P. 8. I've wrote to Genl. Putnam for his approbation respect-
ing the Removal of the above two Companies, which I expect

before they are ready to march.

(General Clinton’s Letter to General Putnam.)
D’r Sir,
 With your approbation, I will order the two Companies of one
of the sixteen additional Regiments now stationed here, to the
Post at Sydnam’s Bridge where the rem’r of that Corps counsist-
ing of two other Comp’y are. My Brother who commands at that
Post is so weak as not to be able to mnount the necessary Guard
or send out a Party on the most urgent Occassion. 1 have sent
to Peeks Kill to be forwarded to Gen. Heard three Persons
lately under Confinement here for Treason committed in the
State of New Jersey. These Companies consist of about 40 Men
only & shoud they be wanted at Head Quarters where I expected,
they will be called to join the Regt. to which they may annexed
they will be more convenient for that Purpose. Your Answer
by the Bearer will oblidge your Affectionate H. Serv’t,
[G. C.]
[To Gen. Putnam.]
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[No. 570.]
General Clinton Writes to the Council of Safety Relative to Militia
A ppointments. ‘
Fort Montgomery 20th June 1777.
8ir,

As the Office of Paymuster to Colo. Du Bois’s Regt. is become
vacant by my Appointment of Capt. Lush, Major of Brigade in
the Room of Major Pawling, who is ordered with his four Com-
panies to Ramepough, I wish to have Capt. Townsend’s Com-
mission for Paymaster to that Regiment, as I have ordered him
to Join the Regiment in that Character on the Strenghth of the
Incouragement given in your Answer to my last Letter, which 1
was more strongly induced to, on seeing A late Resolve of Con-
gress which forbids the Absence of the Paymaster from their
Regt; great Inconvenience having arisen from the want of their
steady Attendance and much greater woud arise in suffering
this Office to be vacant.

Inclosed you have three Ensigns’ Commissions in Colo. Du
Bois’s, two of which must have been filled up thro Mistake.
Jacobus Sleight was appointm’t by the Committee of Arange-
ment but declined accepting the Appointment, and Azahel Berry
was appointed in his Room & immediatly joined the Regt. &
acted in that Character therein ever since. Archibald Thomson
never joined the Regt. nor indeed coud such a Person be found &
Francis Handmore was appointed by the Committee of"Arrange-
ment in his Room as I am informed & as such joined the Regt.
It is best to have these Matters rectified & Commissions sent to
the Right Persons. Thomas Rayoux, the Person mentioned in
the third Commission, has resigned some Time ago & has quit

the Regiment. The Colo. wishes James Johnson, his present Ser-
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jant Major, to fill that Vacancy. He is an exceeding good Officer

a decent Lad with good share of Education & in my Opinion will

merit the Promotion to which As the first Non Commissioned

Officer in the Regiment, he is in some Measure entituled. I am
' yours &c.

[G. C.]
[To Council of Safety.]

[No. 571.]
Request for an Interview on Public Buginess.
Peekskill 21st June 1777.
S’r,

I have this day been to Fort Mont’y in hopes to See the Genl.
on some Publick Business, but was Unhappily disappointed; how-
ever shall wait on you at your house at N. Winsor to morrow or
Monday morning, which will prevent my Returning to Fort
Mont’y. Hope it will be Convenient to the Genl. wait on him
at that Time.

I am very Respectfully your Hon’s most Hu’ble Ser’t,
John Canfield.
B. Ge’l. G. Clinton

[No. 572.]
Requisition for Three Hundred Shirts.
Fort Montgomery 22d June 1777.
To the Deputy Cloathier Genl. at Fishkill.
8ir,
By Virtue of an Order from his Excellency General Washing-
ton, I was directed to draw on the Dep’y Cloathier General at
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Peeks Kill for Cloathing, for four Companies, of One of the six-
teen Aditional Regiments, raising under my Directions & com-
manded by Major Pawling, But as he has no Cloathing on Hand
wherewith to supply them, You’l please to deliver to Major Pawl-
ing for the Use of said four Companies three hundred shirts to
relieve their present Necessities taking the Major’s Receipt for

the same.
Geo. Clinton, B. Gen.
A Copy.
[No. 573.]
Relating to Form of Muster Roll.
Camp at Peeks Kills June 24: 1777.
Sir,

As I am unacquianted with the Commanding Officers of Regi-
ments or Companies at the Different Garrisons under your Com-
mand; And it being absolutely necessary to give them the most
early notice to have their several Muster Rolls prepared at the
proper time; I have taken the freedom to inclose a Copy of such
directions as I have Received from the Commissary General of
Musters,'respecting the insuing Mustering of the Troops, which
please to publish in Orders as soon as possible.

I have also inclosed three Copies of a Form of a Muster Roll,
which please to furnish such Ofticers with as have not received
any from me; one to a Regiment being sufficient.

I am Sir Your Obedient Humble Servant,

Henry Rutgers Jun'r,
D. M. Master.

To The Lion’ble Drigadier General George Clinten Esqr. And

in his Absence To the Commanding Officer at Fort Montgomerie.
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As the Troops in this Department are to be Mustered the first
of next Month, Commanding Officers of Companies will immedi-
ately prepare their Muster Rolls to the last day of this Month,
agreeable to a Form they have received. They will add two
more Columns (between the Column of the Soldier’s inlistment
and the remarks) to shew the Term for which the Soldiers in-
listed, whether for 3 Years or the War.

Many Officers through mistake, in the Proof of the Effectives
have blended the Effectives and non Effectives together, such
will take notice that the Dead Deserted and Discharged are non
Effective.

If no Commissioned Officer should be presént, The Non-Com-
missioned Officer of the Party will make out the Rolls as exact
as possible, and sign them only.

It is expected that the Rolls will be Accurately made out as
none but such can be Received.

4
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[No. 575.]
Capt. Underdunck, of the Orange County Rangers, Reports Cap-
turing one Ryckman, a Tory.
Bergen County June 25th 1777.
Taken in Tapan Lane Betwen the Hours of Eleven & Twelve
OClock at night, Philip Ryckman on Horse Back, Heading one
David Pake & Peter Lent with a Scouting party from the Enemy;
And it appears by Evidence that said Ryckman was Privy to the
Scout, for said Rykman was Rideing up and Down the Lanes
at the Said time of night, untill one of our Centinals challenged
& Stopt him, and Orderd him to Return home; yet he past the
Lane which Led him home, went on to meet his party, as appears
by the Short aproach of the Enemy; after being Chaleng'd by a
Second Centinal he then Dismounted, Securd his Sadle, Left his
horse in the Lane And Retird to a house where he was taken;
then a scermash Ensued, a Negro was wounded and taken who
" before his Disease, Confes’d that Said Ryckman was their Leades.
Garret Underdunck, Capt. of the
Orang County rangers.

To His Exelency Genl. McDougal or the Next Com'g officer at

Peeks Kill.
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Schuyler Reports that Burgoyne Has Arrived at Crown Point.

*Albany, June 25th, 1777.

Sir—By the'enclosed, which I have left under flying seal, for
the perusal of the Council of Safety, you will perceive that the
enemy are arrived at Crown Point. Whether their intentions
are only to make a feint to draw our attention, or a real attack,
is still doubtful; but as General St. Clair wishes to have the
militia up, I shall apply to General Ten Broeck for half of the
militia under his command. They may be insufficient, even with
what may come from the neighbouring States, to make effectual
opposition, if a disaster should befal us at Ticonderoga. I wish,
therefore, if possible, to have some from the northern parts of
Dutchess and Ulster counties.

I wish you to expedite the letter to General Putnam, by ex-
press, with a copy of General St. Clair’s letter to mé; and if
there are any sloops in the vicinity of Kingston to order them
down to Peekskill.

Please to seal the letter to General Washington.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient, hble, servant,
Ph. Schuyler.

The Honble. Pierre Van Cortlandt.:

* From the Journal of the Council of Safety.



queeqy YOI ‘3108 [
*puv;mWOY) To Jney] |
‘puswmmo) uo ‘3de) 1

PuBLic PAPERS OF GEORGE CLINTON.

b4

‘010D ‘371 3upo] wmeqop ‘WA NOIS *oo) ‘T 1 'd °N
144 - |u (14 ot e | L ot € L [4 1 1 -

. S - |t -1 — | T 1 1 - |t - =1 —-1- uoy{o)) "yden)
st - - — | ¢ (48 T ] 14 1 - - - - - sueji M 3de)
0e =19 [ 18 s 9 - i i ¢ — 1 - - - - uosje g\ de)
oy bl L — | 8¢ ¢ 1 e 1 - - - — - ssowrmng yden)
[ - — |3 — | € 1 R ¢ = |t - - - d elomo “de)
8y - 19 14 € 24 I — |y i I ¢ 1 - - - 13004 ‘3den
te ol - |t g 63 — |1 4 1 1 1 - - - 0410 1dv)
6z - - -~ 18 (4 T 14 € — |2 - - - - SPIYD "3de)

HEBABEHBBEHBEHEREHEREHEHEE
HHHHHELBHE IR I I R iR
s|3|B|E|2(F =|8 Elg|2|g|s|3|8!s||F|E|8|=]|3
s|&(= gl | 8|38 $ C 5
e '3 e ] 8 8 g &
) ~|*|g 2 SANVJRO0D
« 3
LVRTINO; 88,01440 S4,01440
o.-.c!ng N¥OL3Y 18V FONI§ TN B INVY ¥ALLORALT a SIRKOD) NON a.81%K0D) arvag

*LLLT eunp yigg
uon3IIsuo)) o e Juuo] weyjop ‘0[0) *Jnar[ Aq papurwImO)) J, WOV Y} JO WINY K[JOM V
"LLLT ‘98 punp ‘uoympusucy) 0. 1 ‘Sudngayy 8 burioy ‘100 may
[‘22¢ oN]



58

PuBLic PAPERS OF GEORGE CLINTON.

*3d8)) SUBWIAY sALIpUY

o
-t

°=a:|8

4de) [ — Sueg e3ury p,mo)) uo
3,puedopuy 304 p,mWO) TO

WX 8399g p,wmo)) ao
q3nopany wo

OO om In
g |

ARYE I®QA
*jueous A SIO(WI OJ ¥ (0 ¥ MVK § uoeding ursidey) euoy sudjsuy ‘gZnopnyg wo *3ne7] 6uo ‘euoN JOfe YIno[ang uo 010) ‘jue] pesfwmei(q ‘0[0)

T (03T |69[|% | S |1P|C |9 1 t 1 1 _n ¢ | €
. it K A Bl I 2 B Sl Bl Bl Bl Bl Bl Bl Bl Bl Benll Bl Bl Bt Bl Bl Bl el Bl Bl B arszeqmey) ey
P2 UL YOAINWM WD | T |98 | T |11 (T |& [or (T | |—|— | —|—|—|—|[—|—}|—iv Vv VU |—|—|— Rotue | dey
—jo8f{— &1 |e ||V |8 [—|— |~~~ |—[—-|—|—I1 it B e B puspeying “ydep
—lotf—=]6 [—)|— (e |~V {—|V |V |{f—}—jv v |—|—lv|Uv |V |—}|—|— SavIwIpy ‘)
AREERABEBAHEBRAEBHEREEEEE
L3 [g g e |a |l K|S Rl = L= 3 3 Ky e |® |=| e
AR IR AR 13 ry Al | €12 |l s|1S|~]8
25l glel=lct8 B al|5|8|B|s|8|T E|5|E(5|0|2
2 5| B S| & |9= & m [ K -SR] Ela i ®|® B al - .
gl =le|2i(8 Slale .| - s SHINVAROD
B Elals w8 m M. ] " °
g
d,8SIKKR0OD NOX 44vV18 a,ssIRKRO0D a1ala
. LLLT
T B ANVYHH eung 9g
"LN3SAYJ 8HAIIIAL(0

.~

‘surydoy [[omsoy o[0) u:@.H
hp papuswwo)) juspusdopu] 30 % Pauo1IBIg BHIIY JO JusWLIey S WRYBIE) SLLIOJY 000 JO winjey[ [0\ V
LLLT 95 ounyp ‘aouspusdopuy 1407 10 ‘fuangayy swrydogy 109 mang
['82 oN]



PuBLic PAPERS OF GEORGE CLINTON,

b6

10,30 Suipurwo)) rep [owIs]

pusmmo) o svorgdofey |y (4 |c (tu|es|ot|v|L |& |— 9|2 |2 [ |—|—|—|- Tl ielely|— W —| = oL,
P s ol AR EA L0 B R Aol R el 8 el Bl L2 Bl et el el = = | = | vedaeny ady
-0 to jfIeg 1 pusmmo) ,
uo “Ifres | 816118 10138 ,
pasmumo) uo e.ﬁu_m mery | — g [y [g jrejs |1|s |—|—logju |1 1 | —=l—=t—|—=I|—|- tl—|tl—|~- ~- 1ty de)
nyg oo
“afres 1 puwwmogy wo v T | ¢ (1 [— v |oe|e |r|tv |1 |—(s|t (vt |—[~|—|—|—="— 1 u =1 —=|—| powafa iden
Joeyong pusmop @o Jfues1 (¢ | —|— |8 L |—|v|—|—|—|s |—|—'e |—|—|—1— [ it A 0 il (LN .._‘sw
I I.|.||. - |lol o wm .l.b =) . T L bl EBlIZITM Cly | &
EEF|EF|5IB|8lEE FI2TIEIEEIE|EBIEETISE £
S . 2e| FlE|le|m o x| x| 2|8 s lsIRIB|T 2 !*o,,u,.. oil z
2lwadl = - S =T B = ) el 3| E|B e | = |5 =] EAERE ]
g2leogl 2 lo2 2|s|E|B| X B e |2 = |2 |8 |8 &= 5 al 2
alpgl o (b = | = c|a - - > - = = z ) 5
=|Ba| & |n 512 B 2 @ c ® - v gz = =
o &8 35 al(?|le|a|% |2, = 3'=z] E
g7ngl e 2|58 <z 2 s | |
> g z 'z h
z (8 g s - . | S.ANVJKOD
3 v [ ] | .
nnwwnhn_vu 44AV1S (1ANOISSIKROOD
Tg » ANYY _ o L
AINASTIHd SHBOIdAQ
. ¢
1,011 393 duunp ‘woryniysuo)) 40 .

-Jolepy osvo[ g
20LINBJY JOo puemwo)) Japuf) Ljuno) soyonn(] WOy B A1) Jo JudmydeId(] ¢ Judg wny Ly V
"LLLT ‘98 2un UoNNISUO) 340, 1D ‘SULNIIY SV ] LOIPT

[6Lg "oN]



PuBLic PAPRRS OF GEORGE CLINTON,

Fort Montgomery 26 June 1777.

[No. 580.]

Col. Dubois’ Returns, at Fort Montgomery, June 26, 1711.

Return of the Regt. of Foot in the Service of the United States Commanded by Colonel Lewis Dubois.
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[No. 581.]
Levi Kimball gives Reasons Why He Shou’d be Emcus:d from Mili-
tary Duty.

Little Brittain June 27th A. D. 1777.
Sir,

By the Request of Mr. Champion, that Has the care of A num-
ber of the Continental Cattle to Provid Suitable Pastor for them,
I Having that which I Juged to be Sufficien by the Advise of my
Neigbours, Have taken 40 head of them for to Pastor one month;
Some of them are verry Breeche I am obliged to watch Con-
tinually, and having no other help than a boy, I Desire to be
Excused from Doing other Duty abroad while those Cattle are
with me, For my grain & meadows are Exposed, and will Be de-
stroyed & my Neighbours that Joins, if those Cattle ar not
watched Continualy. I am Likely to Be warned by the officers
to go to the Fort Next week. I thout fit in this case to write to
you Timely, that I might have a line to Show for the Sattisfac-
tion of the company which I belong to at this Time; Pray Send
by Mr. Thomas Cook, as he Expects to Return again Next Mon-
day, & will wait on you for the Answer; this request is by me
with the Advise of my Neigbours. From your Humble Sevant,

Levi Kimball.

To George Clinton Brigad’r Genl. Fort Montgomery.
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[No. 582.]
John Feirn Vindicated for Having Stabbed John Drummond.
A General Court Martial Held at Coll. Snyder’s Room.
Fort Montgomery June 18th 1777,
By order of Brigedier General George Clinton.
Present Coll. Snyder, President.

Members.
Lieut. Coll. McClaghry Capt. Gillaspy
Lieut. Coll. Herdenbergh Lieut. Wood
Major Hoghtailing Lieut. Hunter .
Capt. Tilford Lieut. Snyder
Capt. Hardenbergh Lieut. Vandenmark
Capt. Schoonmaker Lieut. Frair

Lieut. Brodhead J. A.

The President and Members Sworn The Court open.

The Court Adjournd to the 23d Instant 10 O’Clock in the
Morning.

The Court meet according to Adjournment. The Court
Adjour’d to the 24th In’t 10 OClock in the Mourning. The Court
meet According to Adjournment; the Court Adjournd to the 25th
In’t 10 OClock in the morning; The Court meet according to
Adjournment. Lieut. Vandenmerk one of the Members being
Absent Capt. Concklain taken & Sworn in his Room, The Court
Adjournd to the 26 In’t.10 OClock in the Morning. The Court
Meet According to Adjornment, The Court Adjournd to the 27th
In’t 10 OClock in the Morning; The Court meet according to
adjournment.

John Feirn was Brought before the Court and Charged With
Killing a Fellow Boldier when in the Service.

The Crime Being Read to the prisoner Pleades not Guilty.
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Jonathan Evils being sworn saith, the first Dispute between
John Feirn and John Drummon was they had Rum between them;
Drummon said to Fiern he had No buisiness with the Rum
Feirn Said he had as much Buisiness with the Rum as he had;
with that Drummon took hold of an Earthen Cup Feirn had in
his hand with the Rum and Broke the Cup; Then Drummon
was verry angery and Struck Feirn Two or Three Times; Feirn
Desired Drummon to be Easy, and after Drummon struck Feirn,
Drummon whent into another Room and Stript and maid To-
wards Feirn; Then Feirn told Drummon to Keep off, that he
would have Nothing to do with him, that he was not his Equal;
with that Drummon advanced Towards Feirn; Feirn Told him
to Keep off and Steapt Back and Drew his Bayonet and Desired
Drummon for God’s sake to be Quiet or Else he wou’d Run him
Thrugh; with that Drummon Struck the Bayonet off with one
Hand and Knocked Feirn down on his hands, and as Feirn Rose
Drummon Rushed on and got stab’d. Drummon said he had got
his death wound and said he was Stab’d to the heart; The next
Morning Drummon Sent for Feirn and appeared Heartly Recon-
8il’d with him and said he had Nothing against him, and that he
Liked him as well as ever he did and was Sorry for what had hap-
pen’d. )

The Court Hearing the Evidence do Adjudge that the Prisoner
is not Guilty of the Crime Laid to his Charge and of what he did
was in his own Defence.

Joh’s Snyder, Prcsident.
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[No. 583.]

General Clinton Forwards a letter from Washington.
Fort Montgomery 2d July 1777.
Sir,

In Consequence of a Letter this Day received from his Excel-
lency Genl. Washington* of which I inclose you a Copy I have
issued orders to Colonels Brinkerhoof, Ludington, Umphrey &
Freere of Dutchess County to march their Regiments to Peek’s
Kill to reenforce the Army under Genl. Putnam and Cols. Wood-
hull, Alisson McClaghry & Hasbrouck their Regiments to re-
enforce this Garrison and Colo. Heathorn’s Regt. to the Post
near Sydnam’s Bridge. I have omitted sending simular Orders
to the Regiments in the Uper End of Ulster & Dutchess Coun-
ties, least the Situation of our Affairs to the Northward might
not admit of their coming this Way, but shoud the Contrary be
the Case I begg the Council will order those Regiments [to] Peek’s

*Not fn Clinton Collection. Taken from the Journal of the Council of Safety.
Head-Quarters,
Camp, Middle Brook, July 1st, 1777.

From Intelligence just received from the northward. there can be little doubt that
the enemy are operating against Ticonderoga and its dependencies; and from the
evacuation of the Jerseys, and the reason of the thing itself, there can be little room
to doubt that General Howe will cooperate with the northern army, and make a
sudden descent upon Peekskill, in order, if possible, to get p i of the p B
before the troops to defend them can be reinforced by this army. Indeed I am this
moment informed that all the enemy’'s tents were struck to-day at 8 o’'clock, and it is
supposed they have all embarked, as the ships have all sailed out of Prince’'s Bay,
where they lay, so that you may probably have a very hasty visit. The urgency of the
occasion, and the necessity of employing all the resources to bafle the first attempts
of the enemy, obliges me to request in the strongest terms, that you will exert your-
self to call forth a respectable body of the militia of your State, to strengthen the force
at Peekskill, and its appendages. No time should be lost in doing this; the call is to
the last degree pressing, and the least delay may be productive of the most fatal con-
sequences. Let every nerve be strained to forward your preparations, and put you in
the best posture of defence possible.

1 am, dr. sir,
Your most obdt. servt.
. Geo. Washington.
General Parson’s and General Varnum's brigades march to-morrow morning very
early for Peekskill.
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Kill & this Place. I am with due Respect your Most Obed’t
‘Berv’t, Geo. Clinton.
To the Honorable the Presid’t of the Council of Safety.*

*Sir—Upon the receipt of your letter by express, the Council of Safety proceeded to
‘the immediate consideration of the matters submitted by you to our determination.
We think the probability of an attack at Ticonderoga, and a cooperation of General
Howe, by an attempt on the posts in the Highlands, a subject of the most serious
importance.

We have not yet received any accounts of an investure of our northern ports, nor
can we determine at present whether it will be most advisable to order the several
corps of militia in the counties of Dutchess and Ulster, which you have not put under
marching orders, to reinforce either the upper or the lower posts, a short time will
probably enable us to direct their route of march; in the mean time, that not a moment
may be lost, we have issued orders to the commanding officers of those corps to hold
‘themselves In readiness, with the militia under their respective commands, furnished
with three days’' provision, to march at a moment's warning.

I am, with respect, sir,
Your humble servt.

To Genl. George Clinton. (Signed by President of Council.)

Under date of Albany, June 28th, 1777—eleven o’clock a. m.—Gen. Schuyler had writ-
ten to Washington, inclosing St. Clair's letter of June 25:

Your Excellency’s favour of the 20th inst. I had the bonour to receive at Saratoga, in
‘the evening of the 26th.

I am this moment favoured with a letter of the 25th inst. from General St. Clalr, copy
whereof I herewith transmit. Should an accident happen to the garrison of Ticonderoga,
and General Burgoyne make a push to gain. the south part of the lake, I know of no
obstacle to prevent him: comparatively speaking, I have not a man to oppose him;
the whole number at the different posts at and on this side of the lake, including the
-garrisons of Fort George and Skeensborough, not exceeding seven hundred men, and
these I cannot draw away from their several stations; in every one of which they
are already much too weak. It is, therefore, highly necessary that a strong reinforce-
ment should without delay be gent me. If the sloops are not yet sent to bring the
‘troops, your Excellency has ordered to be kept in readiness at Peekskill, I shall push
them off without delay.

As it 18 not probable that we shall in time be supplied with fleldpieces from the
-eastward, I must entreat that the reinforcements may bring some up with them.

1 have this moment also recelived a letter from Mr. Deane, the Indian interpreter,
extracts whereof I enclose you. As the information tallies exactly with what I had
before, it leads me to concliude that an irruption will be made from tho westward.

I shall apply for the aid of the militia of this and the neighbouring States, but I
fear it will not be very powerful, as many must be necessarily left at home.

I have recelved a letter from the Commissary-General. which I think neither =0 tem-
perate or decent as it should be: I shall take the first leisure hour to transmit you a
copy, with my answer, in which I believe it will be evinced from authentic returns,
'that the scarcity of provisions in this department is, in a great measure, if not alto-
gether, to be Imputed to a want of attention in the persons whose duty it was to
supply this department.

I am, dr, sir, with great regard and esteem
Your Excellency’s most obedt. hble. servant,
Ph. Schuyler.

P. S. I have sent express to Genl. Putnam to hasten on the troops your Excellency
‘had ordered to be in readiness for this quarter.

Since writing the above, I have received another letter from General St. Clair, copy
whereof is enclosed. I am in pain about Fort George, but bave no troops to throw im,
and some time will necessarily elapse before the militia can be got to march.

His Pxcellency General Washington, &c.

St. Clairs’ letter to Schuyler:
** Ticonderoga, June 25th, 1877.

Dear General—My scout on which I depended much for intelligence, is not yet re-
turned, noyr, I fear, ever will now. It consists of three men only, the best of Whit-
‘comb’s people, and picked out by him for that purpose. The woods are so full of
Indians, that it is difficult for parties to get through. 1 shall send off Whitcombd
‘bimself presently, for intelligence I must have, although I am very loath to put
him upon it, lest he should fall into the bands of the enemy, who have no small de-
‘sire to bave him in their power.
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I sant Colo. Warner to the Grants yesterday to raise a body of men to oppose the
incursions of the savages, that are gone by Otter Creek, and have ordered him to
‘attack and rout them, and join me again as soon as possible. I am very happy to
find that the country have been apprised of the march of that party, before War-
ner got to Skenesborough, as it may probably prevent their success and may end
in their ruin,

We are going on with the necessary works on the Mount as fast as possible, and
have removed the most valuable of the stores and provision on the other side. The
‘dbridge is in very little more forwardness, than when you left this place, to appear-
ance, though they tell me that to-day will finish getting timber for it. The boom
is likewise placed, but very feebly secured, for want of rope for the cables. A party of
Bradford's arrived yesterday in very good season, and had a pleasing effect upon our
people, who, never the most lively or gallant, began to shew signs of dejection already.
How they may hold out, God knows, but this has raised their spirits a little.

I could wish that the batteaux were all over soon or that you would not send
them: I am extremely apprehensive that the enemy will possess themselves of the land-
ing: in which case they may fall into their hands. We cannot venture the teams now
without a strong guard, and so many parties as we are obliged to make with the
fatigues, will very soon wear down our men.

We can do pothing but form conjectures about the force of the enemy, for I cannot
find a single person on whom I can depend to venture amongst them for intelligence;
but from their manner of beginning the campaign, I conclude they are either in full
Torce or very weak, and hope, by letting loose the Indians, to Intimidate us. I in-
<line to believe the last, but have, as yet, no certain rule to go by; bowever, we must
know soon, ard it is said they have marked to-morrow to attack. I beg Jeave to re-
tfer you to Colo Varick for further particulars, who takes the charge of this letter.

1 am, &ec.

(Copy) Ar. 8t. Clair.”

June 26, from Ticonderoga, St. Clair wrote to Schuyler as follows: * This moment
I have received information from Hoite, of Otter creek, that a large party of Indians
and tories are gone up that creek, supposed to be five bundred, and are designed to
cut off the communication by Skeensborough. They took a pair of oxen from one of
the inhabitants and drove them to about two miles above Middlebury Falls, where they
halted the day before yesterday and killed and dressed the cattle; and it is supposed
that to-night they will be at the new road near Castleton, which is twenty-eight miles
from hence, and twelve or fourteen from Skeensborough. They reported that a very
Jarge party were gone on the west side of the lake to fall upon Fort George. They are
said to consist of a thousand Indians and Canadians.

We have also bad just now another attack at the mills. We have two men killed,
two taken and two wounded, one mortally. The scene thickens fast, and Sunday next,
it seems. is fixed for the attack on this place. We must make the best of it we can,
and I hope at least to cripple them s0 as they may not be able to pursue their fortune,
should it declare in tbeir favour.

I sent a party down last night to reconnoitre them, who are pot yet returped, which
&ives me some uneasiness. I hope, however, they are safe, and will bring me some
tntelligence of consequence. I have some thoughts, if they are oot pumerous, of
attacking them. If they get the worst, it will oblige them to recall their parties; §f
not, there will be too many left to become prisopers.

1 have sent to the Grants to Inform them of the Otter creek party, aud o desire
that all they can possibly spare of the militia may be ready to mareh at a nisute’s
- -

Tcder date of Albany. June 3th, 1777, Schuyler wrote to Plerre Van Cortiandt:

*“ 1 have received further information, that a body of the epemy are on the march
to Tryon county by the way of Oswego, and have desired General Herkimer to bold
the militia in readiness to march to the support of Fort Bchuyler.

1 am very apprebensive that sbould a disaster befal the garrison of Ty<suberogs,
the enemy might possess themselves ¢f Fort George before we can be ig furse W make
OPTOsition.

1 wish. therefore. most beartily for the assistance of the Cousnr] of Eafety, ‘n for-
warding on the militia A committee from that respectable body mmight sflord us very
material assistance: perhaps it would tend much to iLspirit the penple, if all the
‘Ftate prisoners. except such as are under sentence of death, were removed {rom thix «ity,

1 enclose you copy of a letter 1 received last night from Geperal Bt Cisis.

I have sert a greater number of sloops down than. I believe, will be posasury w
transport wkat troops will be afforded me from Peskskill Some of the sivugs wiil
probably be pDear Esopus to-day. If tbe militia from Ulster are to cume up, sz of the
slosps may be taken for their use.”'—From tbe Jourral of the Coups.] of Eafety,



64 PuBLIC PAPERS OF GEORGE CLINTON.

[No. 584*.]
The Orders to George Clinton’s Colonels.
Gentlemen, '

By the Inclosed Copy of a Letter from his Excellency General
Washington,} you will not only observe that I am directed to
order into this Post a-respectable Body of the Militia of the State
but the Necessity of a speedy Reinforcement. You will therefore
without the least Delay march the Regiments by your respec-
tive Commands those of Colo. Allison and Colo. Woodhull to
this Post and Colo. Heathhorn’s to the Post near Sydnam’s
Bridge. I need not add anything to urge you to Expedition as
from the Information contained in the inclosed Letter the Safety
of the Continent may depend upon it.

I am your humble Ser’,

Geo. Clinton, Brig. Genl.
To Colos. Woodhull, Allison & Heathhorn.

July 2d 1777.
Copy to Colo. Hasbrouck Heathorn & Alisson.

*The present editor has for the sake of proper sequence exchanged the numbers 588
and 584, and the subject matters contained in them, from the numbers assigned by the
editor of the MSS.

t See page G1, foot note.
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[No. 592.]
Touching the Disposition of Salt.
N. Borough 3d July 1777,
Honoured 8'r,

There is in store at New Windsor, from Poughkipsey 178 Bar-
rels provision salt; by the Letter I shewed you I am ordered to
send it back in the Country, I have not heard a word since
from any of the Comissarys how the Posts are supplied, Colo’l
Hugh Refers me to further orders from you. I take the Earli-
est opportunity to acquaint you, of the state of matters,—be-
side the above there is 86, Barrels at this post from the East-
ward; would be Glade to have orders from you how to act, as
the Teems will be all to press, & the men will all be gone, if
I move it back there will be a Guard wanted Imediately,

fl:0m your M’t Ob’t Hu'le Serv’t,
And’w Taylor, Asst. Q. M. G.
Genrl. G. Clinton.

[No. 593.]
Governor Clinton Favors a Magazine to the West of the Wallkill.

Extract from Genl. Washington’s Letter to Genl. McDougal
20th May 1777,

From Genl. Clinton’s Sketch of the Country & the observa-
tions contain’d in his letter, it appears Congress were under a
mistake respectfng the distance at which the Provision Maga-
zines shou’d be plac’d from the River. I am equally ignorant
&, therefore, shall wholly confide in Genl. Clinton’s opinion where
they shou’d be established.

A true Extract from the original.

Tench Tilghman.
Head Quarters 1st July 1777.
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Sir, F. M. 3d July 1777.

Yours of To Day is received. The Salt Provisions at New
Windsor will be wanted there and at this Post 150 Barrels, of
which you will immediately send here; as to the other 86 Barrels,
I think it best to pursue your orders respecting them & if a
Guard is wanted you'l apply to Colo. Hasbrouck for one, under
Command of a trusty Subaltern, and the Colo. is hereby directed
to furnish such a Guard as will be sufficient, making me immedi-
ate Return of the Officer’s Name and the Number of his Men.
Take Commissary Waterbury’s Receipt for the Provisions you
send down. He will call upon you Tomorrow.

July 3d Fort Montgomery.

The Fixing of the Magazines on the West Side of the River,
I ind by an abstract of a Letter from Genl. Washington to Gen.
McDougal of 20 May {which I have not seen before To Day)
is left entirely to me. I am not now able to attend to this Busi-
ness, but think they had better be to the west of the Wallkill
where there are Barns most convenient for stores, and where
the Country is most defencible, any where between Ward and
the new Hurly Bridge. In fixing on the particular spot I desire
you would call on Colo. Malcolm for his advice. I am,

To Mr. Taylor. [G. C.]

INo. 594.]
HIGHLAND DEFENCES VERY WEAK.
Gen. Clinton Fears a Sudden Assault—Frigates Yet Unmanned.
The Artillery Arm Weak.

D’r Sir Fort Montgomery 3d July 1777.

In Consequence of his Excellency Genl. Washington’s Letter

of the 1st Instant,* which was handed me with your Favour of

® See page 61, foot Dote.
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yesterday I last Night sent Orders to four Regiments of Militia
of Dutchess County to march to Peek’s Kill immediatly, the like
Number from Ulster and Orange Counties to this Post and one
from Orange to the Post commanded by my Brother at Ramme-
pough. I thought it impru«ient to order the Militia at a greater
Distance down this Way least our Affairs to the Northward
might be such as to make it necessary to order them thither.

I wrote however to the Council of Safety of this State inclosing
a Copy of his Excellency’s Letter acquainting them at the same
Time what Regim’ts I had ordered this Way, & requesting they
woud order down the remaining Regiments of the above Coun-
ties if our Affairs to the Northward woud admit of it.

We are very Weak here as you have observed by our Weekly
Returns, in the last Letter but one from his Excellency to me he
mentioned my being reenforced from Peek’s Kill, but whether
you'can afford it or not under our present Circumstances you can
best judge. If they make any Attempt ag’t this Post, it will be
by a sudden Assault so that our Fate will be determined one way
or other before we she;]l be able to hear from our Friends after
we begin.

The Congress is not yet got down. Capt. Hodge is up at Pough-
keepsie to assist in bringing her down & not a Gun yet on Board
his own Ship.

I will send to Palmer & try to prevail on him to take Command
of the Shark, tho I despair of his doing it; in the Mean Time 1
will look out for somebody Else that will. We shall want Artil-

lery Men much; we hant a Man to a Gun, I mean such as must
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be in Use shoud the Enemy approach by Water only. I Am D’r

&8ir,
Your Affectionate H Serv’t,

[G. C.]
There are two Men belonging to Colo. Du Bois’ Regt. in the
Armoury at Peek’s Kill. I wish they might join us, as our Arms
are in bad order & we have no Body to repair them here.

[To Gen. Israel Putnam.)]

[No. 595.]
Gen. Putnam’s Orders for Sending Artillery to Fort Montgomery
and to the Frigate Congress, &c.

Agreed yt 1 12 p’r on travelling Carriage & yt with .the new
Trunnion be sent to Fort Montgomery; yt ye 9 Prs at Fort
Constitution be immediately put on Board the ship Congress;—
>t Lt. Shaw of 8’d ship command the Galley Shark;—Col. Lamb
be ordered to F’t Montgom’ with a Reinforcement of Arty;—jyt
the 2 12 P’rs be sent for from N. Windsor;—the Brass 24 to sup-
ply their Place; yt the 12 P’rs left last Fall near Fort Lee be
immediately sent for;—a Party be detached from Gen. Parson’s
Brig’e for this Purpose; yt Two Comp’s be ordered to F’t Consti-
tution to supply Col. Loring’s Place.

[July 4, 1777.]
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[No. 596.]

Returns of Col. Woodhull’s Regiment, at Fort Clinton, July 5, 1777.

A Return of Collonel Jesse Woodhull’s Regiment Dated at Fort
Clinton July 5th 1777.

William Moffat Adjt.

[No. 597.]

General Clinton Approves Placing the Depot of Provisions on the
West Side of the Wallkill.
July 5 1777.
D’r 8’r,

With Major Taylor I have ekplor’d the ground between Wards
& Banks bridges—but have not seen any Situation very proper
for such post as woud answer the purpose—For a variety of
reasons, (beside the advantage of ground), I prefer the farm of a
Mr. Bull, about six miles up the River from Wards bridge—per-
haps about 20 miles or more from Hudsons & 30 miles by the
Minisinck road to the Delaware River.

Here the Kill is a Barrier in front—and an easy eminence com-

mands cleard fields to a considerable distance in ye Rear.
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This post will soon come under the protection of the left Col-
umn of our army in case they move this way—if not, the stores
are in the best Situation to be transported 8. Major Taylor is
so much of the opinion that this is the preferable post that he
goes oOff to change the Rout of his waggons. 1 am with due

respect s'r
Your very Hbl. Serv’t,

W. Malcom.
To General George Clinton

Fort Montgomery.

D’r Genrl,,
As the Stores are now on the move & teems I impress’d, and

gond Down both this Day and will be to morrow, would be glade
to have your Approbation of the measure, or further Directions
if you Disaprove.
I am D’r S’r with Obedience yours,
And’w Taylor Asst. Q. M. G.

Fort Montgomery 6th July 1777.
O’r 8ir,

I rec’d Colo. Malcom’s Favour with yours of yesterday. I much
approve of the spot fixt on for the Magazines, providing Barns
&c. can be had to Store the Provisions at that Place, as Colo.
Hughes does not propose erecting Stores; this shoud be consid-
ered. Indeed, whenI wrote you, I bad that Place in View, but
as it is long since I was there, I did not so well remember the
Situation till I saw Colo. Malcom’s Letter, Which I am sure isa

true Bepresentation of it.

I am your most Obed’t Serv’t,
Geo. Clinton.

To Major Taylor
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[No. 598.]
ADJUTANT HILL UNDER ARREST.

And Prefers Charges of Malfeasance Against Colonel Loring for
' Making False Returns for Rum.

Fort Constitution July 6th, 1777.
Sir, -

Coll. Loring has this Morning Ordered me Under An Arrest for
Refusing to fetch a Tent & poles Belonging to his Regt. which
he had some time Ago Sent, and Ordered it pitch’d for the Use of
the marsh Guard. I Looked upon it as a Quarter master or Q. M.
Serjt. Duty to fetch it, but because I have Acted as Adjutant for
our Deteachment he ordered me as Adjutant to fetch it. I, think-
ing it not my Duty Refused; Would be much Obliged to the Gen-
eral if he would be pleased to Call a Court martial, so that I may
have a hearing before Coll. Loring Leaves the Garrison.

I have Likewise a Complaint to Enter Against Coll. Loring
begging that General Clinton will be pleased to take notice of it.
I have Understood by Commissary Stevens & Some other Gentle-
man, that Coll. Loring Sent false Returns for Rum, so far as this,
that he Draws Rum for two of his Bakers, which have the profits
of the overplus of flour for Baking; that he Draws Rum for a
Camp Culliman who was Sentenced by Court Martial to Do that
Duty for a Certain time as his Punishment; that he Draws half a
pint Rum a Day for a Taylor he has at work, and Returns him as
Two men; that all those Above mentioned men he Returns as
Artificers—that I have Understood by Mr. Reeder, that he Or-
dered him to mend a Gun of Mr. Moor, a family he frequently
Visits, which I Understand are not friendly to our Cause; that
Mr. Reeder first Refused to mend the Gun, Saying it did not
belong to Coll. Loring’s Regt; that Coll. Loring Said it Did, and
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Order’d him_to mend it, which he did; that After the Gun was
mended, he Saw that same Gun put in the Coll. Boat & Go Over
to Moors with it; That Mr. Moor was with Coll. Loring in this
Garrison; that Coll. Loring walked with him on the platforms &
shewed him the Cannon &c. which I Can make Appear by several
Officers in the Garrison.

I have Also Understood that Coll. Loring has wrote the Parole
and Countersign at Mr. Moors in the Afternoon and Let them
See it, and then Sent it Over to the Garrison and he Tarried at
Mr. Moors. '

These are the Chief of the Complaints I have to alledge against
Coll. Loring at present, which I have here Complained of to the
Genl., not Only because I am put under an arrest, but because I
think it my Duty to Acquaint the General thereof.

I am S’r Y'r Most Hble. & Most Obdt. Serv’t,

Robert Hill.
To George Clinton Brigadier General

at Fort Montgomery.

[No. 599.]
OUR FIRST GOVERNOR.
Christopher Tappen Notifies George Clinton of His Election.

Kingston July 7th 1777.
D’r Brother,

From the Inclosed List* taken in Council of Safety, you will
see who were the Candidates in the late Election. I congratulate
you on your being Elected Governor as well as Lieut. Gov’r for
this State—the Council have not, nor can they Declare this, for

want of a proper return from Orange County.

® List not found. A fragment of the canvass of the first election of Governor (Miscel-
laneous Papers 37, State Library), gives the following returns from Albany, Cum-
beriand, Dutchess, Tryon, Ulster, Westchester: George Clinton, 865; John Morin
Scott. 386; Philip Schuyler, 1,012; John Jay, 367; Philip Livingston, §; Robert R. Liv-
tmgston, 7. The votes from Orange and other southern counties gave the election to
Clinton. Tbe returns were made to the Council of Safety, July 9, and the Governor
was sworn in on the 3th, at Kingston.—STATE HISTORIAN.
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The Council have sent a Express for the Poll List of Orange
whenever he returns you I immagine will have proper Notice

thereof. .
I am D’r Brother,

Your’s Affectionately,
Christ’r Tappen.
P. S. Mother is here & Enjoys a good as all my Family.
To His Excellency George Clinton Esqr. &c. &c. &c.

[No. 600.]
Returns of Col. Allison’s Regiment, at Fort Montgomery, July 4,
nmn.
Fort Montgommery 7th July 1777.

A Return of the State of Colo’l Will'm Allison’s Rege’t of Malitia
Under the Command of Genl. George Clinton.

Old Commissioned Officers Excepted.
Wm. Allison Colo.

Schuyler Announces the fall of Ticonderoga.
*Albany, July Tth, 1777.
8ir.—Both Tyconderoga and Mount Independence are in the
enemy’s possession. Part of our troops are at Skeensborough, to

which place the ~nemy have pursued. It is therefore now become

*From the Journal of the Council of Safety.
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necessary that every man of the militia should turn out and that
without a moment’s delay; you will therefore issue your orders
accordingly, and hope to see you with them.”

The foregoing is an extract of a letter I have just this moment
received from General Schuyler, dated this day, at Stillwater on
his way to the northward, and do myself the honour to transmit
you. I have only time to add, that agreeably to his requisition,
I have issued my orders for the whole militia of my brigade to
march to Fort Edward with all possible expedition, and to sub-
mit to you the necessity of leaving part thereof, and what number
you judge will be requisite at this place; as we are surrounded
with disaffected persons, and have about one hundred confined in
the jail of this city. I am, sir,

Your most obedt. servant,

Abm. Ten Broeck.
Honble. Pierre Van Cortlandt.

Two days before, from Albany, Schuyler had written Pierre
Van Cortlandt:

=« 1 take the liberty to enclose you, under flying seal, a letter
to the President of Congress, that the Council of Safety, by pe-
rusing the papers enclosed in it, may be informed of the situation
of affairs in this quarter. As I cannot find time to copy them,
they will please to excuse this mode.

The apprehension of the inhabitants of Tryon county distresses
me exceedingly. In a letter from the committee they observe,
« that if they are not succoured they will be obliged either to
abandon their habitations or submit to the terms of the friends
of Great Britain, seeing themselves out of the protection of the
United States of America.”

1 have written them an encouraging letter, and have ordered

* From the Journal of the Council of Safety.

6
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to remain in that quarte;r, who they were apprehensive were com-
ing away. And although I believe the enemy will attempt an in-
cursion into that county, yet I trust they will not be able, greatly,
to distress us; as I hope we will have timely notice of their ap-
proach, and be prepared to give them a proper reception.”

From Stillwater, July 7, Schuyler wrote Van Cortlandt:

“]I have not a doubt but that a very considerable part of the
garrisons of Ticonderoga and Mount Independence are in the
enemy’s hands. I have not above seven hundred Continental
troops, and I fear not twice that number of militia, to oppose the
enemy, and not a single piece of artillery. In this situation my
prospect is not very agreeable. I wish for all the militia from
every quarter to come up with all expedition. If the Council of
Safety, or at least part of it, were immediately to repair to Albany,
it might have a good effect, as T have hardly any body to assist

me.” !

[No. 601.] .
Returns of Col. Woodhull’s Regiment, at Fort Clinton, July 7, 1777.
Return of Collonel Jese Woodhull’s Reigment
Dated Fort Clinton July Tth 1777,
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[No. 602.]
Iron and Timber for Gun-carriages and Carpenters and Blacksmiths:
to Make Them.
Fort Constitution Tth July 1777.
8ir,

The Iron & Timber, for the Gun Carriéges, you ordered the
other Day, to be made immediately,'are. arrived, & therefore,
should be glad to have the Diminsions of the Cannon & wether
for ships or Batteries. With four Carpenters, two not being:
suficent for dispatch—also two Black-Smiths; & when the other
Bellowes & Tools comes ﬁo hand, two smiths more. Barney tells
me, he is ordered by the General, to work for the ship, previous
to that for the Gun-Carriages. You will be pleased to communi-
cate, by the bearer Lt. Guion, your pleasure respecting the above.

1 am Sir Respectfully, 'your most hum’e Servant,
Gershom Mott, Cap. of Artillery.

P. 8. Lt. Shaw has brought the Brass 24 pounder, from Fish

Kill, agreeable to your orders.
To General G. Clinton.

[No. 603.]
Trials and Tribulations of William Lawrence.
Honoured Sir,

1 take this method to inform you of my Difficultys; Early this
Spring My Son who work’t with me in the Shop listed in the
Standing forces and is now att Fort Montgomry. My Appren-
tice is now there in the four month Service. I have much more
work Crouding upon me Daily than I am able to do; Scarcely a
Day passes buat I have SBomething to do for Major Tayler, in the

work going on under his Care, and many times they Call for more
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Colo. Van Schaick with the Continental troops under his command
than I am able to perform; now, Sir, if you Can find it Consistent
with the trust Reposed in you, to permit my apprentice to
‘Come home to my assistance, I shall Esteem it a great favour;
where perhaps he may do as much good for the publick Cause as
in the army, and I think I Can Say with Safety, it is more from
a Desire to Serve the publick, than for my own private intrest
that I Request it. I am Sir with Due Respect your Humble

Servant,

William Lawrence.
Newburgh July 8th 1777.

To General George Clinton -
@ Fort Montgomery.

These may Certify that Maj’r Boyd has stoped his Shop from
-doing any work for us at this post, for which Reason, I am
oblidge to apply to Mr. Lawrence both for Horse shooing and, the
Dock, as there is no other Shope on this side, and often the work
is Retarded, and Teems Verey unfit to send on a Journy.

And’w Taylor Asst. Q. M. G.

[No. 604.]
A SLANDER REFUTED.
‘The Baseless Charge Made by an Alleged Tory Against an American
Scouting Party.

Capt. James Lamb Complains, and Saith that Some time In
the later end of April last, a party, of men who came from Fort
Montgomery, whent to the house of one John Brush, were the
Complainant had two Chests, the one lockt, the other without a
lock, where he, the said Complainant, Had his wearing apperal,
Sheets &c. The said party Broke open his Chest, and, as he

Supposes, Tuck away Several articles, for when he Come to
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over hall what was in both Chest; he misst fifteen pounds
of paper Money, twenty or five in twenty pounds in Silver, Six

half Johan’s and one whole one—two Silver Stock buckels, two
Silver Clasps and a Silver Box, with a Blather full of Coppers—
also three Shirts Some Sheets and pillo cases. This Complainant
further Saith, that he was taken prisoner The Same night, by
another party, Sent as afores’d and brought To Gineral James
Clinton who was then Commander at §’d fort.

The Examination of John Brush Taken this 4th Day of July,
1777, Saith at the time above Mentioned, Some officers with a
party of men Came from fort Montgomery to his house, late in
the Night, and Enquird whether Capt. Lamb had not a Chest
or two Their; this Examinant told them he had, and shewd them
one, which was not lockt, which they Examined or overhalld,
and as far as he knew put Every thing in the Chest again.

They then askt him whether their was not, another Chest; He
told them their was, they then orderd, that Chest to be brough
forth, which was lockt; they Enquird for the Key. This Ex-
aminant told them that the owner had it; they Then broke open
the Chest and then Examined, or overhalld, Carefully Every
thing what was in it; their was in the Chest a Small Trunk, but
whether lockt or not, this Examinant Cant tell; but they had
it open, and Examin’d what was In it—and this Examinant
Says, he thought, the put Every thing in the Chest and trunk
which was by them Taken out, and saith that his wife had a mind
to get up, but they told her to lay still, * * * and further,
Saith that he was Desired by some of them to Stand by, and
sce them Examine the Chests and trunk, which he did but not
80 Studely, as he might have done, as other objects Drew away

his attention at times and further Saith not.
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The examination of Serjt. Burnett of Capt. Bevier’s company,
‘Coll. Dubois Regiment Saith, that in the latter end of April 1777
by the order of Genl. James Clinton, they were ordered out on a
scouting party to apprehend tories under the command of Capt.
~James McBride; that when they came to the house of one Brush,
who was looked upon as an enemy to the country, they found a
chest, which was ordered to be opened, having heard that money
was there deposited for the use of enlisting men for the king,
-or in order to find some papers that might be detrimental to our
liberties; and when opened, they were ordered to search it; the
said Brush standing by; and found no cash, unless a small bag
of coppers which was returned into the chest" with other things;
and further the Deponent saith not.

Ebenezer Burnet.

The examination of Corpl. Robison of Capt. Hutchin’s com-
pany Coll. Dubois Regiment. Saith, that in the latter end of
April 1777 by the command of Genl. James Clinton, they were
ordered out on a scouting party to apprehend tories; they were
conducted to a house of one Brush, who was looked upon as an
-enemy to his country; that when they came there, he was ordered
to take care of the prisoners at the door, and to observe least
the house should be plundered or any thing carried off; says
that he saw nothing carried off by any of the party; further the
Deponent saith not.

Benj’'n Robinson.

The examination of Serjt. Barber of Capt. Milliken’s Company
Coll. McClaughry’s Regiment. Saith, that some time in April
1777, he was ordered out on a scout under the command of Capt.
James McBride, in order to apprehend or take some tories; that

on their way they came to a house, the owner’s name he did not
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know; but upon search they found a chest, which the man of

the house said did not belong to him; that the said chest was

ordered to be opened to search if there was any writings that

might be detrimental to our liberties and found none; but found
a small bag of coppers with one bill of paper money, which was
put back together with the coppers into the baé and all returned
into the chest; the man of the house standing by; whom they
took prisoner and carried along with them, and that neither
goods nor money was carried off and furthar the Deponent saith
not.

William Barber.

The Examination of Adam Gilchrist of Capt. Fellors Company
Colo. McClaughry’s Regiment.

Saith that some time in April 1777 he went out on a scout
under the command of Capt. James McBride in order to appre-
hend or take some Tories;that on their route they came toa house
the owner’s name, one Brush, where after entrance, the Land-
lord being.up, they espied a Chest, & on enquiry found it be-
longed to Capt. Lamb of Haverstraw and that there was money
& papers in it; & on opening found a small Bag of Coppers & a
great quantity of Papers which with the Coppers were returned
in the Chest in the manner found them, the man of the house
standing by, whom took prisoner & carried off; & that neither
goods nor money was carried off, & further the deponent saith
not.

Adam Gilchrist Jun’r.
Head Quarters Fort Montgomery
July 8” 1777.

Complaint having been made by Capt. James Lamb of Haver-

straw, that a Party from this Garrison, when under the Com-
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mand of General James Clinton, had plundered him of his Money
and other Effects deposited at the House of John Brush, and it
having been suggested that Lieut. Wherry commanded that
Party, it does not appear from the Examinations of the Wit-
nesses produced by Capt. Lamb, that any of his Money or Effects
was plundered, as charged in the Complaint; neither does it
appear that Lieut. Wherry had the Command of the Party; at
the same time, from the Examination of sundry Persons it ap-
pears that every Precaution was taken by the Party and Officers
to prevent Irregularity.

[No. 605.]
THE FALL OF TICONDEROGA.
And Confirmatory News that George Clinton Has Been Elected
Governor.
Dear Sir,

By a Letter from General Schuyler to the Council of Safety,
dated the Seventh Instant,® we Learn “ That Ticonderoga and
Fort Independance are in the Hands of the Enemy.” By a Copy
of a Letter from Fort Ann (from —— Learned to the General) it
appears that it was taken about five o’Clock on Saturday last,
& — Learned farther says He has Heard that about 500 of the
Garrison are on their way to Skeensborough.

Whether these 500 are returning prisoners of war, or had made
their Escape, the Council of Safety are entirely in the Dark.

A messenger Sent to Colo. Woodhull for the Ballots of Orange
County is not yet returned. But you are assuredly elected Gov'r

of the State. I hope no Considerations will induce you to de-

¢ See page 80 et seq.
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cline the Office. I pray God, it may be continued to you while
you live & that you may execute it with Spirit & Dignity.
Iam D’r Sir your affectionate,

John McKesson.

P.S. Your good Mother Tappen went to Marble Town yester-
day & was then in Health—as is also Major Tappen’s Family at

present.
Tuesday afternoon July 8th 1777.

His Excellency the Governor.

[No. 606.]
Returns of Col. McClaghry’s Regiment, at Fort Clinton, July 9,
1.

A Return of Colo. James McClaghry’s Regiment of Militia Dated
Fort Clinton July 9th 1777.
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[No. 609.]

Returns of Capt. Mott's Company of Artillery at Fort
Constitution, July 9, 17717.
A Return of Captain Gershom Mott’s Company in Colonel John
Lamb’s Battalion of Artillery, Stationed at Fort Constitution, 9th
Julv 1777. '

ga ta:i;n L&enltionnnt—-Unknown“\'\i'lllncre Rob
ohn Sunderlin 1am Robertson
Sick at Fish kill; Matrosses {Ou Commaond, at Albany

Gershom Mott Cap’n.

[No. 610.]

GENERAL CLINTON COMMANDED THE MILITIA.
They Responded with Expedition in the Late Call,but are Now
Growing Uneasy.

Fort Montgomery 9th July 1777. -
Dear Sir:—

The Militia which I ordered to this Post & who came in with
great Expedition almost to a Man according to Custom begin to
be extreamly uneasy. They want to go Home, their Corn is
suffering, their Harvest coming on, and they cant see that it is
likely there will be any Thing for them to do here suddenly.
They have been frequently on the Dunderbergh to look down
the River & cant see a single Vessel in it; What shall I do with
them?

If I consent to their going Home they will Return when or-
dered again with great Chearfulness. If I dont, they will go

(many of them at least) without Leave. I dont know what to
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do with them &, therefore, shall not do any Thing, without your
Honor’s Directions which I shoud be glad to have this afternoon.

Colo. Hughes has applied to me for a Captain’s Guard for the
Stores erected on the West Side of Hudson’s River. It is neces-
sary, but I Cant afford to send him any from this Post as with-
out the Militia we are very Weak & indeed a Militia Guard for
Salt is not the Thing.

I expect to draw a Cable across the River in Front of the
Chain this Morning, every Thing being prepared for it, & the
Montgomery’s Cables spliced & fixt for the Purpose. As soon as
one of the Booms is ready it can be put in Place of the Cable.
The Fasts on shore being formed so as to answer for a Boom
& by this Means shoud the Cable not answer the Purpose little
or no Time will have been losst by it. If the Cannon are arrived
from Fort Lee I Wish how soon they coud be forwarded here as
we have every Thing ready to stock & make Carriages for them.

I am with due Respect,

Your Most Obed’t Serv’t,
G. C.

[To Gen. Putpam] 1y, 15735)
Colonel Woodhull’s Detachment at Fort Clinton.
Return of Collonel Jesse Woodhull’s Regiment Dated at Fort

on turlow 3
William Moffat Adja’t.

qment is manifestly out of place In the manuscript volume. The date on
° This :.scfipt gs °° July 9th, 1777 It therefore should have been numbered by the
tke man ton Manuscript as document 611. The present editor has transferred

Cliio
;d::n; t:fp'h’ - pl.cc_—s'tnz HISTORIAN.
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[No. 612.]

A Deserter’s Sentenco—Fifty Lashes on the Bare Back.
Fort Mont Gomery J uly 10th 1777.

At a General Court Martial held in Col. Snyder’s Room Pur-

suant to an Order of General George Clinton.
Present—Col. Allison, Pres’t.

Maj'r Dubois Lieut. Decker
Capt. Jackson Lt. Wilkins
Capt. Vankeuren Lt. Moffat
Capt. Johnson Lt. Roskrons
Capt. Hasbrook Lt. Conkling

Capt. Conkling. 'Lt. Harlow.

Capt. Miller

Lieut. Col. Tusten to act as Judge Advocate.

The President Members & Judge Advocate being sworn; the
Prisoner William. Derby late a Sergt. in Col. Pawling’s Regt.
Charged with Desertion, was brought before the Court & the
Charge being read to him Pleads, Guilty; but says in his defence
that he had a Brother in New York who he wanted to see; that
ke intended no harm to his Country; refused to Inlist in the
British Service & returned home in less than a Month,

Whereupon the Court took the Nature of the Crime into Con-
sideration & do sentence the 8’d Prisoner to receive fifty Lashes
on his bare Back.

Bigned by order of the Court.
Wm. Allison Pres’d.
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[No. 614.]

Retwurns of Capt. Brown’s Company of Artillery at Fort
Montgomery, July 11, 1777.
Fort Montgomery July the 11th, 1777.
A Return of Capt. Jonath’n Brown’s Company of Celo. John Lamb’s
Battalion of Artillery In the United States.

Jon’d Brown Capt.

=1
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[No. 616.]

Henry Wisner Ordered to Send All the Powder at His Mill to Fort

Montgomery.
Sir,

Genl. Putnam desires you will immediately order to Fort Mont-
gomery all the Powder from Weesnors Mills for the Use of this
Division.

I am Sir in behalf of the Genl. your mo. obt. serv’t,
A.Burr A.D. C.
Head Quarters Peekskill 10th July 1777.
The Honble. B. Genl. Geo. Clinton.
Fort Montgomery 11th July 1777.

Pursuant to an order from Major Genl. Putnam, Dated yester-
day you are immediatly to forward all the Powder belonging
to the Continent at your Mill to this Post for the Use of his

Divission.
I am yours &ec.

Geo. Clinton, B. Genl.
To the Honble. Henry Wisner Esqr.

Copy L. Major Philips same Day.

[No. 617.]
Col. Hasbrouck Suggests that the Newburg Provision Guard be
Allowed to go Home to Harvest.

[June or July 1777.]
Honarab’e 8'r,

I should be Glad to Know from You by the first Oppertunity
Whether the Guard Ordered to the stores here are to be Con-
tinued by me or no? As the store are now Became Emty of
Provisions and in fact Almost Every other Article—I for my
Part think they Now Intirely useless at Present.

1 would Not Be Wiling you shoud think that I Want to Excuse
them from Any duty you shoud [think] absolutly Necessary, But
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[No. 616.]

Henry Wisner Ordered to Send All the Powder at His Mill to Fort
Montgomery.
8ir,

Genl. Putnam desires you will immediately order to Fort Mont-
gomery all the Powder from Weesnors Mills for the Use of this
Division.

I am 8Sir in behalf of the Genl. your mo. obt. serv’t,
A. Burr A.D. C.
Head Quarters Peekskill 10th July 1777.
The Honble. B. Genl. Geo. Clinton.
Fort Montgomery 11th July 1777.

Pursuant to an order from Major Genl. Putnam, Dated yester-
day you are immediatly to forward all the Powder belonging
to the Continent at your Mill to this Post for the Use of his

Divission.
I am yours &ec.

Geo. Clinton, B. Genl.
To the Honble. Henry Wisner Esqr.

Copy L. Major Philips same Day.

[No. 617.]
Col. Hasbrouck Suggests that the Newburg Provision Guard be
Allowed to go Home to Harvest.

[June or July 1777.]
Honarab’e S8’r,

I should be Glad to Know from You by the first Oppertunity
wWhether the Guard Ordered to the stores here are to be Con-
tinued by me or no? As the store are now Became Emty of
Provisions and in fact Almost Every other Article—I for my
Part think they Now Intirely useless at Present.

I would Not Be Wiling you shoud think that I Want to Excuse
them from Any duty you shoud [think] absolutly Necessary, But
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as the Buisuy season of the Year Calls Aloud for Every man in
their Harvist I shoud be Gad of your ans’r By the Bearer Coll.
Jonsen. I should be Glad to Come and see you my self, But as
my state of Helth is at Present, I am Intirely unable. I am dear
8’r your Esteemed Very Humble Serv’t,
’ Jonathan Hasbrouck.
To Brig’r Gen’r George Clinton
@ Fort Mon gomery.

[No. 618.]
GLOOMY NEWS FROM THE NORTH.
General Schuyler’s Report to the Council on the Fall of Ticonderoga.
Disclaims Giving Orders for the Evacuation.

Kingston the 11th July 1777.
D’r Brother,

By Express last night we have as yet no farther Accts certain,
but what you have in the Inclosed Extract of a Letter from Gen-
eral Schuyler, by which it appears that the General has some
hopes of Genl. St. Clair & the Army with him, will join him; I
must confess he is more capeable to judge, than what we can be;
but as for my part I have not the least distant hopes that Genl.
St. Clair will join, if that part of the Army does. Genl. Schuyler is
truly in a deplorable situation, our Affairs to the Northward
have a Gloomy Aspact what the Event will be God only knows.

I am with Esteem,
Yours &c.
Christ’r Tappen.

[To G. C.]



.
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Extract of a Letter from Genl. Schuyler to the Council of
Safety Dated Fort Edward July 9th 1777.
Last Night I was Honored with your Letters of the 5th* & 7Ttht

Instant.

*July 5, Pierre Van Cortlandt wrote Gen. Schuyler:

Sir—Your several favours have been received and lald before the Council, in
answer to which I am directed to inform you, that the number of members in the
Council of Safety is too small to admit of any of them being sent to Albany, unless
on the most urgent necessity; they are therefore sorry to decline a compliance with
your request to that purpose.

1 am further directed to inform you, that the Council are equally incapable of afford-
ing you any assistance from the militia of the lower counties, a considerable propor-
tion of them having been engaged in actual service for some time past, and of the re-
mainder, which was necessary for the culture of the country—without a due attention
to which you cannot but be sensible that the war must speedily terminate to our dis-
advantage by the attack of an enemy perfectly irresistible—the greater part, at the re-
quest of His Excellency the General, have been ordered down to the forts and passes
in the Highlands, as will appear by the enclosed copy of General Clinton's letter to
us; and the rest are ordered to hold themselves in readiness to march by our resolu-
tions of instant, of which we also enclose you & copy.

By our resolutions of this day, you will perceive, sir, that the disaffected, confined
at Albany, are ordered on board the Fleet at this place, which we hope will remove
the disagreeable apprehensions of the people of Albany.

The Council would be happy, sir, to be informed of the circumstances which Gen-
eral St. Clair adverts to when he says,’and should the enemy protract their opera-
tl?ns.d or invest us and content themselves with a simple blockade, we are infallibly
ruined.’

The Council are at a loss for the reasons which can induce the commander at that
post to abandon Ticonderoga, since they have been hitherto led to believe that if the
enemy are in possession of it, they will have immediate access to Lake George, not-
withstanding our garrison in Mount Independence; and that there is no possibility of
accomplishing a retreat from that mount; of which circumstances, you, sir, being
better acquainted than the members of the Council, they refer to your judgment for
taking the most necessary steps on this occasion.

The letter from Mr. Deane contains intelligence which hath been long since circu-
late@ here by emissaries of the enemy, and is in the opinion of the Council rather
calculated to raise the spirits of deluded tories, though at the same time, as it may not
be quite without foundation, they approve of your orders to General Herkimer to hold
his militia in readiness.

In the month of March last all these different movements of the enemy were set down
for the first and afterwards for the fifth of May, and at present it seems the first of
July is the critical moment, which may perhaps be deferred, as they cannot gain
that assistance from the disaffected which they undoubtedly expect.

What hopes they may have formed from an attack upon Ticonderoga, we do not
know; but it appears to us that if the post is as strong as we have always been in-
formed, a garrison of three thousand within it can defend themselves against double
te number without, and we have no ldea that Carlton’'s forces are more than six
thousand effective men.

Upon the whole, the Council being unacquainted with military affairs, direct me to in-
form you that they cannot pretend to say what real dangers may be apprehended
from the northward, or how far they may have been magnified by the dejection which
General St. Clair mentioned as pervalling in his garrison.

But they wish you to consider that every day the militia are out is a great loss to
the State, and if this alarm should prove of no consequence, that you would permit
them to return to their homes as soon as possible,

In one of your former letters you mentioned the want of cordage, an article which
by the prudent care of the late Convention, the Council might now supply you with
if the rope walk erected in this place was not incapacitated from carrying on that
necessary manufacture by the want of tar, which, notwithstanding their frequent ap-
plications, the public agent has been unable to procure from the city of Albany.

Some time last winter a number of sick from the northern department, on their way
to Pennsylvania, were obliged to stop at this place and continue here under the care
of the committee for a considerable time; the expense accruing from the supplies of
necessaries to them, amount to the sum of one hundred and thirty-three pounds four-
teen shillinga I am further requested, sir, to take your directions whether the ac-
counts are to be audited by the paymaster, the directors of the hospital, or pald by
your order from the mlilitary chest.

tJuly 7th, Van Cortlandt wrote Schuyler:

Sir—The Council have been honoured with the perusal of your despatches of the 6th
instant, ard direct me to return their thanks for your polite attention, in favouring
them with the important intelligence which they contained. I am further directed, sir,
to request of you in the name of the Council, from time to time, to Inform them of
such other incidents, as may with Eroprlety be communicated to us in the course of
this great campaign. Our best wishes wait upon you in the course of your expedi-
Slon. which u‘aey pray may be crowned with honour and success.—From the Journal of

e [
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What could induce General St. Clair and the General Officers
with him to evacuate Tyconderoga God only knows. Not a Bat-
tery as I am well informed was opened against it. The Garrison
amounted to above five thousand Men in high Spirits, healthy,
sufficiently supplied with provisions, plenty of Ammunition and
the Eastern Militia in full march to its aid.

Colo. Williams in a Letter of yesterday’s Date, informs me that
it is imputed to my Orders. 1 assure you, that not the least
Syllable in any of my Letters or Orders contains the least Hint
of such an Intention on my part. Indeed the contrary is held
up in them, and Succours positively promised.

My Situation is truly disagreeable, but I trust such as it is, T
shall acquit myself with Honor, and if General St. Clair with
the Army should join me, I shall still hope to prevent the Enemy
from coming to Albany.

It is however a melancholy Reflection that the Militia desert

almost as fast as they came in to me.

[No. 619.]
WORKS AT THE HIGHLANDS IN GOOD CONDITION.

General Clinton’s Encouraging Report to Gen. Washington—AMichaek

Connolly Recommended for a Commigsion.

Fort Montgomery 11th July 1777.
Dear Sir,
The Bearer Mr. Connolly is the Person I formerly mentioned
to your Excellency as a supernumerary Officer, I having given a

Warrant to him as a 1st Lieutenant after the 4 Companies offi-
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cered by me were compleat. He has taken great Pains to re-
cruit Men, tho’ his Buccess has not been great, owing to the
Resolve of this State in favour of the 5 Regiments to be raised
in it. There are two Vacancies in Colo. Du Bois’s Regiment
of first Lieutenants, & I find it woud be more agreable to him
to be provided for in that, then any other Corps, & I doubt not,
shoud your Excellency gratify him in having him appointed in
that Regim’t, he will make an Active & very useful Officer.

I have lately drawn the Montgomery’s Cables across the River
in Front of the Chain, which appears as if it woud answer a
good Purpose, & hope in Day or two to have those of the Con-
gress across likewise. The Redoubts & other Works at this
Post are in as good Condition as coud be expected & the Booms
for obstructing the River in great forwardness. I am with due

Respect,
your Excellency’s most Obed’t Serv’t,

Geo. blinton.

[To Gen. Washington.]

[No. 620.]

Four Thousand Troops to be Ready to Reinforce Gen. Schuyler.
Fort Montgomery 11th July 1777.

Bir,
I am directed by Genl. Putnam to desire the Quarter Master

Geperal to order down to Robinson’s Landing immediatly,

Sloops sufficient to transport four thousand Men from thence to

Albany in Case the public Service shoud render it necessary,



104 PuBLic PAPERS OF GEORGE CLINTON.

Which you will cause to be done without Delay. I am your Most
Obed’t Serv’t,
Geo. Clinton B. Gen.
To Major Taylor Asst. Q. Genl.
I shoud be glad how soon my Boat can be finished.

[No. 621.]

Capt. Hodge Asks for Information and General Clinton Replies.
Ship Montgomery 11” July 1777.
Sir,

Lieuts. Chamberlain & Oddel Just delivered me your Orders
respecting Sixty Men that are to Repair on board my Ship.
Proper Officers for the Ship have been Nominated & Appointed
by the Honourb’e Continental Congress, if those two Gent’n stay
on Board, they must expect to be Commanded by my Officers.
I am 8’r with due

Respect Your Most Hum’e Serv’
John Hodge.
To His Excell’y General George Clinton at Fort Montgomery.

Fort Montgomery 11th July 1777.
Sir,
I just now received your Letter of this Date in Answer to which
I can only say I sent the Officers, as well as Men on Board of
your Ship, are to be commanded by you, as they will of Course
by any Officer Belonging to the Ship of superior Rank to them
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& I trust you do not mean that they shoud by any other. Your
Officers, without Men, will be of little Service to the public. The
ship cant be of any. You must accept of the Officers & Men
as the General has sent them. I cant counteract his Orders.
If you dont chuse to receive Officers the Men must be returned
back to their Regts. with them. I am your most Obed’t Serv’t,

[G. C.]
To Capt. Hodge.

[No. 622.]
GENERAL CLINTON TO THE COUNCIL.

Accepts the Office of Governor, but Resigns that of Lieut.-Governor—
Looks for a Dash from the Enemy.

Fort Montgomery July 11th 1777.
Gentlemen,

Your Favor of the 9th Instant* by Express is rec’d. I am to
thank you for your kind Congratulations upon the Honor con- .
ferred on me by the People. If I was left to consult my own
Inclinations,however honorable the Offices to which I was elected,
T should decline the Acceptance of either of them; but as I dont
conceive myself at Liberty to refuse my Services in whatever
Office I may be placed by the Free Suffrages of the Public, I shall

as soon as I can consistant with my Duty to the Continent, as

*Sir, I am directed by the Council to present you their congratulations upon yeur
being elected by the free suffrage of the freeholders of this State, to the office of Gov-
ernor, and also of Lieutenant-Governor; at the same time I am to desire that you will
make such arrangement of your affairs, as to come with all convenient speed to this
place, to take the oath of office which you shall think proper to accept of, according to
the ordinance of the late Convention, and likewise to signify your resignation of one of
them, to the end that a new election may be held.

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, Your Excellency's Most obedient
and humble servant,

Pierre Van Cortlandt.

To His Excellency George Clinton, Esqr.
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their Officer, and to the Safety of the State at this Post will admit,
repair to Kingston & take the Oaths agreable to your Request.

My Appointment as Governor, in my humble Opinion, leaves
the Office of Lieut. Governor vacant; of Course rendering my
Election as such a Nullity, in which Case a Resignation would
become unnecessary; but least a Difference of Sentiment shoud
occassion any Delay in ordering a New Election for Lieut. Gov-
ernor I Do hereby resign that Office.

From the Movements of the Enemy to the N Ward, & late Ac-
counts by Deserters from the City of New York, we have the
utmost Reason to expect the Enemy up the River & a sudden
Attempt on this Post. This will occassion my steady Attendance
here untill their Designs are more certainly known. I am with

due Respect Gentlemen &c.
G. C.
To the Council of Safety.

[No. 623.]
Licutenant-Colonel Regnier’s Congratulations to George Clinton.
May it Please your Excellency,

Sir, .
Though at this Instant, full and Crouded with Public Busi-
nness, you have hardly time to think of Individuals, yet, as one
I am daring enough, in particular to Join my voice, with the
whole People of this Province, of the Satisfaction which I pre-
sent, assured of your being Elected its Governor. My Joy does
not flow from the Gratitude 1 have of being employd in the ser-
vice of the said gov't; but in Congratulating your Excellency, I
Congratulate my self, together with the Good I’eople of this
State for the Good Choice they have made of one, which Bravery,

Courage, Prudence, Perseverance,and Desinteredness, is the Least



PuBLic PAPERS OF GBORGE CLINTON. 107

of your Qualities, and the only one fitt to be their Ruler in a So
dificult and Critical time.

May God Grant you succe’s in all your undertaking the Glory
of anihilating your Ennemies, and a long Life. It is the Constant
Prayer of

Your Excellency’s most humble and obt. s’t,

P. Regnier, Lt. Colonel
of the 4th N. Y. Battalion.
White Plains July 12th 1777.

His Excellency Governor George Clinton.

[No. 624.]
Proceedings of Court Martial in Captain Ransom’s Case, with a
Recommendation to Pardon.*
[July 12, 1777.]

[No. 625.]
QGeorge Clinton to Council of Safety.
Fort Montgomery 12th July 1777.
Gentlemen,

Since I wrote you yesterday, the inclosed Lettert was handed
me ander a second Cover; from the Direction of which I con-
cluded it might relate to Matters in the Military Line & particu-
larly to my Command at this Post, & therefore opened it; But for
the above Reason I shoud not have taken this Liberty, but imme-
smitted it to your Honorable House. The Resolve

digtly tran
aluded to in that Letter, 1 presume, must have been directed to

'Not found.
¥t found-



108 PuBLic PAPERS oF GEORGE CLINTON.

the Council as it has not come to me. We have nothing new
respecting the Situation or Designs of the Enemy since my last.
A Very few Days must determine what their next Operations are
to be & have many Reasons to believ they will be in this Quarter.
I am with due Respect your Most Obed’t Serv’t,

G. C.
To the Council of Safety State of New York.

[No. 626.]
Col. Hughes Gathering up all Sloops on the Hudson,
Fishkil Landing Saturday afternoon.

[July 12, 1777.]
My dear General,

I have sent to Albany for Sloops, and shall have all there is
between here & there, that are not in public Service, as we can
always order them down.

The Boat is gone down and I hope she will please if she dont,
they shall build another. Please to honor me with a Line if you
have Leisure. V

I am D’r General,

your most obdient,

H. Hughes.
The Honble General Clinton.

[No. 627.]
Major Porter Requests Orders as to the Rations of Provisions and
Rum He Shall Issue to the Artificers at Fort Constitution.
Honord S’r,
I should be glad that I might have directions what Quantity

of Rum & how many Rations of provision I am to order delivered
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each Armourer, smith & Carpenter pr Day & whether on working
days only. There has been demands for more than Common al-
lowance by some, but I dont think proper to order it without your
Honor’s direction.
I am with due respect your Humble Serv’t,
John Porter Maj’r & Comm’der at
Fort Constition.

July 13th [1777].

To General George Clinton.

[No. 628.]
Condition of Col. Snyder’s Regiment as to Small Arms.
A List of Coll. John’s 8nyder’s Regiment Deficient of Arms &
wants Repaired. Fort Montgomery July 14th 1777.

of Capt. Clarck’s Company.

Nathaniel Plumpsted No Gun
Daniel Gillis Do
John Allen Do
$tephen Wigens Do

Samuel Coleman wants his Lock mended.
of Capt. Conckline Company.

Robert Aldridge No Gun

Manass No Gun

Jacob Stricklin Do

David Horton Do

William Cope Do

James Totton Do '
James Penne Do

Johnahan Odle wanting A New Tumbler.
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William Hegger A New Brick Pin
John Hegger Cook Screw

of Capt. John Gillasbey Company.
Carronemus Swingil No Gun
John Hardin No Gun
Mathew Dolloway wants a pan Screw
Ezechial Van Demarke a main Spring.
James Trape a Tumbler
Peter Simpson a Long Screw
Coenraedt Crook 2 Long Do

[No. 629.]
GEORGE CLINTON’S NEW RESPONSIBILITIES.
Summoned to Kingston to Attend the Legislature—Casting Cannom
Balls.

Fort Montgomery 14th July 1777.
Dear Sir,

.The Quantity of Hard Bread ordered to this ’ost the Commis-
sary informs me is arrived. I have given the necessary Directions
for casting the three Pound Ball which will be began upon this
Day & woud have sooner, only for want of a Form for which we
were oblidged to send to one of the Furnaces in New Jersey.
Sloops for transporting 4000 Men to Albany are also ordered
down & many of them already arrived at Robinson’s Landing; the
full Compliment will be there by Tomorow Evening, if not before.
I am informed that there are two Iron 12 Ib'rs at Fishkill, which
I have taken the Liberty to order to this Post, as it will enable-
us to spare a greater Number for the Shipping. This is the more
necessary as there are not more than Eight, to wit 4 9 lb'rs & 4

6 1b’rs at Fort Constitution fit to be taken on Board the Ships.
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When may we expect Genl. Washington at Peek’s Kill. I am
summoned by the Council of safety to give my Attendance at
Kingston on Makers of Government, but till the Designs of the
Enemy are more certainly known & I can have his Excellency’s
Leave, I cant think of leaving this Post. Have you yet the
Particulars, respecting our Affairs to the Northward; the Ac-
counts we have here are 8o vague & uncertain we know not what
to believe.

I am your Most Obed't Serv’t,

Geo. Clinton.

[To Gen. Putnam.]

[No. 630.]
Artificers Complain of Reduced Rations.

Fort Constitution 15th July 1777.
Sir,

The artificers employ’d at this post, complain heavily, that
their usual allowance of provision & Rum, has been within these
few Days reduced from 1} 1bs. of meat & Bread to 1 1b & rum
from half a pint p man p Day, to one Gill. This allowance they
say, is not sufficent, for their necessary sustenanc, & requested
of me, to apply to the General in their Behalf; which request,
will I hope apologise for the trouble now given your, by your

most hu’e Servant,
Gershom Mott, Cap. of Artillery.

P. 8. Shou’d be very glad to have the Block Drag Ropes &
Harness speedily as possible. I have inclosed the newspaper, &
am much obliged to you, for the perusal of it.

To Brigadier Genl. G. Clinton.
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[No. 631.]
SCHUYLER NOT TO BLAME.
True Reasons for the Surrender of Ticonderoga—=Schuyler’s Wisdom
-—John McKesson’s Budget of News to Governor Clinton.
Dear General,

General Schuyler by a Letter to the Council dated the 14th
Instant at Fort Edward, says “he hopes to prevent
the Enemy from penetrating much farther into the Country—
That the Generals have unanimously declared that if the Evacua-
tion of Ticonderoga was a reprehensible measure, they only are
Guilty & that no order of General Schuyler for that purpose was
ever given.”

So far public.

The forts at Tie were surrendered because of the small Number
of the Garrison. The Eastern men were many of them gone off.
Of two Regim’ts not a man left. But the General directs that the
weakness of the Garrison & all the other Reasons may be kept
secret; and thinks that even if the Evacuation of Ticonderoga
was an unwise measure, it may be as well not to deprecate it too
much, Lest it encrease Difficulties of which he has great Choice.
The proceedings of a Council of war at Tie are gone to head

Quarters. But I suppose will not become public.*

*Under date of July 14, 1777 Schuyler had written to his friend Van Cortlandt:

“]I am honoured with your favour of the 11ith inst. The contents give me great sat-
istaction. However painful it is to labour under a load of calumny, I have, thank
God, fortitude enough not to sink under it; nor shall it depress my spirits or make
me for one moment relax those exertions which are become so necessary, to prevent the
enemy from penetrating much farther into the country which by God’'s blessing I hope
still to do.

‘‘ The general officers have unanimously declared, that if the evacuation of Tycon-
deroga was a reprehensible measure, they only are gullty. That no order of mine for
the purpose was ever given. Upon what principles it was done, you will see by the en-
closed, of which, if a copy is taken, it ought to be lodged in the Secretary’s hands
with an injunction not to give a copy or suffer it to be seen by any person, for fear
that our weak condition should too much discourage the country. Perhaps it might be
as well, if even the evacuation of Tyconderoga was an unwise measure, not to de-
precate it too much, lest it should increase our difficulties, and God knows I have a
choice of them, and yet I am supported by a presentiment, that we shall still have a
merry christmas.

‘I seldom hear from below. If you receive anything worth communicating, pray let
me have it. A very good use may be made of a favourable account; such as are other-
wise, will never be disclosed by me.

‘1 wish a line may be wrote to our Delegates in Congress, advising them that I did
not order the evacuation.’’—STATE HISTORIAN.
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Council of Safety resolved that the Legislature be Conveened.
I enclose you a Copy*—A Duplicate of that prepared for Orange
County. This measure is adopted to relieve the fears of two of
the five Gentlemen who signed a late famous Letter; as they were
very apprehensive that the public would charge the Council with
retaining their power designedly, or unduly protracting it. Major
Tappen & his Family are in Health.

I am most respectfully Dear General,

Your Affectionate,
John McKesson.

Kingston July 17th 1777.
Honorable General George Clinton.

*Not found.

/2]
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GOUVERNEUR MORRIS WITH SCHUYLER’'S ARMY.
He Reports that Outside of Schuyler and St Clair There I8 Not &
General Worth a Crown.

Fort Edward, 16th July, 1777,

Sir—1I arrived here yesterday noon, and last evening had some
little conversation with the General* and others upon the pres-
ent state of our affairs. They are far from being such as could be
wished. Genl. Nixon’s brigade, which ought to have consisted
of at least fifteen hundred men, has four regiments, the whole of
which do not contain six hundred. In short not to enter into
a tedious detail, two thousand six hundred Continental troops,
and two thousand militia, of which about one thousand are from
this State, make the whole force in this quarter. To the west-
ward, there are about five hundred. If the enemy could follow,
I know not where we should stop as matters now stand. They
have only two old iron field pieces. They can get no more, Gen.
Washington having ordered them all to the southern depart-
ment. Excepting the General, and Genl. Sinclair,} you have not
a General officer here worth a crown. Yesterday we had an
alarm, lost two wagoners taken, and three horses, the other
horse killed. This morning at two o’clock, we had an account
that a large body of the enemy were within five miles of us.
This appeared highly improbable at the time; we have as yet
had however no confirmation or contradiction. Fort Ann is
abandoned, and Fert George will be so by to-morrow this time,
if it be not sooner taken. Every thing is moved away from
this place as fast as it can be, down to More’s Creek, a post
five miles from hence, where the General proposes to assemble

his army. It would give him great pleasure to command the

*See pages 145, and 233.
1This document is copied from the Journal of the Council of Safety. The name Sin-
clalr is clearly am error; it is intended for Arthur St. Clair who was appointed major

general Feb. 19, 1777 and ordered to Ticondero A
HISTORIAN, onderoga, April first of that year—STATE
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troops of this State; so much that he offers to give two men
for one. If the enemy give us some time, 1 imagine the roads
will be so obstructed that with the help of a few brave fellowé
in the woods we should be able so to annoy Gen. Burgoyne,
as to prevent him from penetrating far into the country. A
body of troops are to be formed to the eastward of this in order
to cover the grants and harass the rear of the enemy if they
come down Hudson’s river. By the bye, I imagine the inhab-
itants of that country will join Burgoyne, who hath issued a
proclamation calling them in to confer with Colo. Skeene. He
hath issued another well written proclamation which hath been
freely circulated. It is dated Camp near Ticonderoga, from
which circumstance, as well as from the matter of it, I am led
to believe that he expects much aid from the tories. Upon the
whole I think we shall do very well; but this opinion is founded
merely upon the barriers which nature hath raised against all
access from the northward. I just now mentioned to the Gen-
eral the calling out the militia of Tryon; he says we may call,
but we shall not get them. This is by no means a comfortable
idea.
I have the honour to be with great respect, sir, Your most
obedient and humble servant
Gouvr. Morris
One o’clock P. M.
The alarm this morning, turned out as we supposed at the
time, to be merely the effects of timidity in a considerable body
of troops advanced upon the road to Fort-Ann, in order to coun-
tenance the removal of our stores from Lake George. By let-
ters from his Excellency, we find that about five hundred men,
remainder of Nixon’s brigade are ordered on, and also ten pieces

«f cannon. If we get our stores from Lake George, and accom-
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plish a safe retreat to this place, which considering all circum-
stances there is the utmost reason to suppose, our affairs will
wear a more smiling aspect. I have this morning been with the
General to the place he intends to occupy. One fortnight will,
I hope, put it in a proper posture of defence, which I am ex-
tremely happy to inform the Council is nothing more than a
few open redoubts, with an abbatis; these commanding the
roads over a morass on each side of the river and connected
with two bridges to a little island lying in the river between
both heights, will give Gen. Burgoyne some trouble should he
attack them, which I am in great hopes he will not be in the
capacity of doing, for certainly the wilderness now between us
is the best fortress. I am in great pain for the county of
Tryon, which I am extremely apprehensive will make a defec-
tion. They are calling upon the General* to give them help, and
he in return asking a reinforcement of two hundred for Fort
Schuyler.
I am, &ec.

Gouvr. Morris.

The Honourable President of the Council.

*From Saratoga, under date of July 18, Schuyler had written Van Cortlandt:

I do myself the honour to inclose you two letters under flying seal for His Excel-
lency General Washington, which you will please to peruse, seal and forward. I wish
care may be taken that the papers enclosed may not be mixed so as to cause any mis-
takes in putting them up.

I am exceedingly chagrined at the pusillanimous spirit which prevails in the county
of Tryon; I apprehend much of it {8 to be imputed to the timidity of the leading per-
sons in that quarter; they want a fillup, which I humbly conceive can only be given them
by sending two or three persons from the Council of Safety, and sending down the prin-
cipal tories.

I have ordered, by advice of your committee, all the cattle and carriages in front of
my line to be drove in the rear, and shall expend all the forage, if the enemy give me
time to do it.

If I had about one thousand Continental troops, in addition to those now above and
on the march between this and Salisbury, I should venture to keep only every third man
of the militia, and send the remainder down.’’
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[No. 635.]
Clinton Unable to Advise General Sullivan Where to Encamp His
Troops.

July 17 1777. Fort Montgomery.
Dear Sir,

I am favoured with yours* of yesterday, but being intirely un-
acquainted with the Situation of the Troops at Peek’s Kill under
Major Genl. Putnam, and not so well acquainted with the differ-
ent Passes on that Side of the River as I coud wish, I am unable
to advise you where to encamp your Troops. It is my Opinion
that to prevent loss of Time it woud be most adviseable for you
to move down the York Post Rdad with your Troops; in the Mean
Time to consult Genls. Putnam & McDougal who are not only
well acquainted with the Ground but the Posts occupied by the
Troops already in that Quarter & will therefore be able to point
out the most proper Spot for you to encamp on. I am with much
Esteem D'’r Sir, Your Most Obed’t Serv’t,

G.C.

P. 8. On second Thought I believe it will be most adviseable
for your Troops to continue where they now are, ’till you can
consult the Genl. Officers at Peek’s Kill, as perhaps a Post more
Easterly than where the above Road leads, will be thought best
& more agreable to the General Orders 2 : being in the Rear of
Peeks Kill.

[To Gen. Sullivan.]

[No. 636.]
Lieutenant Lawrence Wishes to Resgign.

Fort Montgomery 18th July 1777.
Dear Sir,

I am Verry sorry to Inform you that I Have been verry much

unwell for some time, and many Times Renders me uncapable

*Not found.
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of doing any duty, and I find if I Continue in the service any
Longer it will Indanger my health verry much, and am verry
well Perswaded that I am not able to undergo the Fatigues of a
Campaign; for which reason (If your Honour pleases to grant)
shall be Verry glad to resign the Service and Remain Dear Sir
Your Verry Hum’e Servant

Daniel Lawrence 2d Lieut. Colo. Lewis Dubois Regt.

To the Honourable Geo. Clinton Brig. Genl.

———

[No. 637.].
W ASHINGTON SEEKS PROMPT INFORMATION.

Uneasy because of Absence of Knowledge of Movements of the Enemy.
Peeks Kill July 21t 1777.

8 oClock P. M.
Resp’d Sir,

The Genl. has Just had an Express from his Excellency Genl.
Washington—he is verry Uneasy that he has no direct Intelli-
gence of the Emnemy’s movements, the Letters sent you contain
a Copy of a Letter from Genl. Silliman, giving an account of a
fleet of 27 Sail going past Fairfield, & some Little things not
material—the Genl Requests you to forward them to the Genl.
as soon as possible—the Genl. is now in the middle of the Clove.

- with Respect your Obt. Serv't,
I am, Sir, D. Putnam.

Inclosed Is a Copy of Genl. Washington Letter by which you

will how anxious heis to have the news and where he is.
Iam &c.

D. P.

Genl. Clinton.
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11 Miles in the Clove July 21 [1777].
D’r Sir,

The Intelligence which occationd us to advance from the En-
trance of the Clove, yesterday morning I find to be premature,
and mean to remain here untill I have your answer—what I wish
to be particularly and certainly Informd of is, whether you'have
Receivd any farther accounts from Genl. Silliman or other
persons contigious to the Water, Respecting the Ships that were
seen going up the Sound—whether they have come to anchor
and when—whether they have Troops on Board or have Landed
any, and what number of Ships have appeard in the whole—
Yyou will I Say, give me the most particular Information you have
obtaind in the Several Instances by Express. 1 shall anxiously
wait for your answer, and have no doubt of Receiving it to night
—our Situation here is Distressing and the Conduct of Genl.
Howe Extremely embarrissing.

Yours &e.
Go. Washington.

P. 8. 1 shall Expect the earliest and Quickest Intelligence of

every Important occurrance.
G.W.
Genl. Putnam.
Copy.

[No. 638.]
WASHINGTON’S CONFIDENCE IN CLINTON.
Rcequests the Council of Safety to Extend Cliz&ton’s Authority over
the Militia until the Legislature Meets.

Head Quarters in the Clove, 22 July 1777.
Gentlemen,

I am informed by Genl. Geo. Clinton that you have vested him

with powers to call out the militia of the Counties of Ulster,
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Orange, Dutches and West Chester untill the 1st of August, at
which time the new Legislature is summoned to meet.

As it will probably be some time before the Wheels of the
new Government can be put in motion, I am fearfull that, unless
this power is extended to a further time, there will be a vacancy
between Genl. Clinton’s present Commission, and the enacting
new laws by the Legislature, a Circumstance which, at this time,
may prove most fatal in its Consequences because, from the
present appearance of matters, the Enemy are upon the point
of making some capital move.

I could, therefore, wish, if it can be done with propriety, that
before your Board is dissolved, you would extend this power of
calling out the militia to Genl. Clinton or some other person,
till such time as you may reasonably expect the new Legislature
will have met and proceeded regurlarly to Business. |

I mention ¢ Genl. Clinton or some other person,’ because as
he will enter into his Office of Governor of the State upon the '
1st of August, he cannot probably attend to the Business of the
militia. If you are of Opinion tﬁat he can, I would prefer him
to any other.

1 have the Honor to be
Gentlemen your most obt. Serv’t,
Geo. Washington.
To the Council of Safety
State of New York.

The within is a true Copy of a Letter from General Washing-
ton to the Council of Safety of the State of New York compared
by

John McKesson Secry. to the Councik
of Safety July 25th 1777.
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[No. 643.]
INVITED TO TAKE THE OATH OF OFFICE.
The Council Notifies Gen. Clinton that the Ezecutive Powers of the
State are Ready to be Surrendered to Him.
Kingston, July 24th 1777,
Sir,

I am directed by an order of the Council of Safety of the 21st
Instant to transmit you a Copy of their resolution requesting you
to take the Oaths of Office & enter on the discharge of the Duties
of Governor.

The Council did not wish to hold the Reins of Government
longer than the safety and advantage of this State and of the
public Service in General may render it necessary.

I am with great Esteem Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,
Pierre Van Cortlandt.
General George Clinton.
In Council of Safety for the State of New York
Kingston July 21st 1777.

Whereas, the late Convention of the State of New York by
their Ordinance of the 8th Day of May last did institute this
Council with Full Powers to provide for the Safety and preserva-
vation of the State untill a meeting of the Legislature, and did
by the said Ordinance further Ordain that the executive Powers
of the State should be vested in the Governor as soon as he
should be chose and admitted into Office, and that previous to
such Admission, such Governor should appear before the said
Council and take the Oaths in and by the said Ordinance pre-

scribed.
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And, whereas, Brigadier General George Clinton hath been
elected to the Offce of Governor of this State, and having been
duly notified thereof by this Council hath accepted of the said
Office.

And, whereas, this Council do think themselves justified in
bolding and exercising any Powers vested in them longer than is
absolutely mecessary, and it being evidently the Intention of the
late Convention that the executive Powers of the State should
be surrendered to the Governor as soon as he should be chosen
and admitted into Office,

RESOL.'V ED, that Brigadier General George Clinton be, and
he hereby is, most earnestly requested to appear before this
Council, take the Oaths aforesaid and enter upon the Discharge
of the important Duties of his said Office of Governor of this

State.
Extract from the Minutes.
Robt. Benson, Secry.

[No. 644.]

Rebukes Mr. Schenck for Supplying Poor Bread.

General Clinton
[July 24, 1777.]

8ir,
Yj'ou’l .~ by the inclosed, that 30,000 W't of hard Bread is to
be ¢ from this Post to the Army under his Excellency General
sen
Washington and that quantity to be replaced from Fish Kill. The

9
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Hard Bread here is so much broken by being sent to this Place
in Bulk, that it is impossible without Casks (which we have not)
to transport it to Ramapogh. You’l, therefore immediately send
30,000 W't of hard Bread to this Post properly put up in Casks
to be forwarded agreable to the within Order. In future, I beg
that no more Bread may be sent to any Post under my Command
in the Condition the last was in—as it occasions great waste and
it is impossible to remove without Loss and Damage.
[G. C.]
[To Mr. Schenck.]

[No. 645.]

CLINTON AND WASHINGTON.
The former addresses of the Commander-in-Chief in Regard to Bread.
Fort Montgomery July 24th 1777.
8 O’Clock in the Evening.
D’r Sir,

I this moment received your Excellency’s Order of this Day for
sending 30,000 W’t of Hard Bread from this Post to Kings Ferry
to be transported from thence to Head Quarters. The Hard
Bread was sent here in Bulk and by the Time it was stored so
much broken as to render it almost unfit to be used; as I have no
empty Casks at this Place to put it in, I fear it would be im-
possible to convey it to Head Quarters but as the Order is posi-
tive, I thought it my Duty to direct the Commissary to set about
getting it on Board of a vessel that it may be sent to Kings
Ferry; in the mean Time I have sent a Copy of the Order to Mr.
Schenck at Fish Kill and directed him to send to this Post 30,000
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W’t properly put up in Casks to be forwarded to Kings Ferry,
lest it should be impractable from the bad State the other is in to
transport it to Head Qrs. If the Bread ordered from Mr. Schenck
is received in Time the broken Bread may be returned from
King’s Ferry. 1 have directed Mr. Schenck to send no more
Bread in the Condition he sent the last as it cannot be removed
if requisite, without great Trouble and Loss.
I am with due Respect,
Your most obed. Se’t,
[G. C.]
[To Gen. Washington.]
P.S. SinceI wrote the above, I have myself viewed the Bread
and found it even worse than the Commissary represented it,
nor have a single empty Cask to put it in and sh’d this be case

at Kings Ferry it will be impossible to transport it.

NO SUBSTITUTES BUT MILITIA.

Uncertainty as to the Enemy’s Designs—Washington Suggesis
Calling Out Fifteen Hundred Militia.
*Pumpton Plains, 25th July, 1777.
Dear Sir—Yours of yesterday reached me at this place. Con-
sidering the situation in which you say the hard bread is, in-
stead of bringing it forward, I have directed Genl. Sullivan’s and
Lord Stirling’s divisions to draw three days’provisions each before
they leave King’s ferry. If any remains after supplying them it
may be sent back to the forts.
Whether the enemy’s real designs are southward or eastward,

in ‘order to oppose them effectually and to give proper support

* From the Journal of the Council of Safety.
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to Gen. Schuyler, I shall be obliged to draw off a considerable
part of the present force from Peekskill, and there can be no
substitute but militia under our present circumstances. 1 think
it would be expedient immediately to call in from one thousand
to fifteen hundred from the States of New-York and Connecticut;
the proportions I leave to be settled between Genl. Putnam and
yourself.

I do not apprehend much danger from the garrison that is left
in New-York, but were the posts up the river left in too defence-
less a state, it might be a temptation for them to seize them.

I have desired Genl. Putnam to make a demand of as many
of the Connecticut militia as you and he shall allot to them.

I do not know what number of militia are at present in ser-
vice, but I do not mean one thousand or fifteen hundred exclusive
of them. That number altogether, in addition to the Continental
troops, will, in my opinion, be sufficient.

I am, dear sir,
Your most obed. servt.
Genl. Clinton. ) Go. Washington.

[No. 646.]

A Negro Slave Improperly Inlisted.
Fort Montgomery 24th July 1777.
D’r 8ir,

The Bearer Mr. Bush tells me that Lieut. Cockins, of Capt.
Woodbridge’s Comp’y, Colo. Swift’s Regt. has lately inlisted a
Negro Man belonging to his Neighbour, one De Lametter, & has
taken the Negro off without his Master’s Consent or Liberty.
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This Conduct is highly reprehensible in an Officer as inconsistent
with every Idea of Justice and good Policy. The Owner resents
the Injury done him & has called upon me for Justice. I am
confident that informing you of the Mater which he says he can
prove is sufficient to procure him redress & have therefore refered
him to you. I am with due Respect,

' Yours &c.

G. C.
[To Gen. Putnam.]

[No. 647.]

Thomas Machin Agks for Bricks.

New Windsor 25th July 1777.
Dear Genl,,

We are in want of about six or eight hundred Brick at this
post; their is Som at Fort Constitution; if you think proper to
Let the Sloops Com up from Robinson’s Dock and Can Spare
Them, the May Bring them without Loss of Time.

I am Dear Sir your Most obedient and very Hum’e Serv’t,

Thos. Machin.
Genl. Clinton.

[No. 648.]
Clinton, as Governor, to be Commandecr-in-Chief of the Militia, Under

the Constitution.
Dear Sir,

The Council of Safety a few days ago made a Resolution® re-
questing you to take the Oaths of Office as Governor, which you

will receive by this Conveyance in a Letter from the president.

* See page 128.
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They have since received a Letter from General Washington,*
Copy whereof, with a Copy of the answer from the Council, are
directed to be transmitted to you.

I am informed that this morning in Council & before the
draft of the answer of the Council was reported, the master of
your old Colleague Was Dictator of the Substance of some Letter
which Major Tappen was desired to write to you, informing
you of General Washington’s request, which (in the opinion of
the Council) must have arisen from his Inattention to, or his
not knowing that the Governor of the State when sworn in office,
will ex Officio command the whole militia of the State. In
order, 1 suppose, that the whole might operate in aid of the
Council’s last resolution, which one of the Members intimated
when it passed, was at best, but an ungenteel ill timed word of
Superarogation.

The task seems this Evening to be an ungracious one to Major
Tappen; he declines it, & it would be unnecessary in addition to
their answer to Genl. Washington.

My best Comp’ts wait on Mrs. Clinton & Family.

I am D’r Sir your affectionate,

John McKesson. July 25th 9 o’Clock P. M.
Governor Clinton.

*See pages 122-123,
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[No. 650.]
POWERS OF THE GOVERNOR.

The Council of Safety Notifies General Washington of General Clin-
ton’s Increased Authority and Thanks Him for the Attention He
has Shown the State.

Kingston July 25th 1777.

Sir,

Your Excellency’s Letter of the 22d Instant* has been received
& laid before the Council.

As the Constitution of this State hath committed the sole
direction of the Militia to the Governor, and as Brigadier General
George Clinton hath been elected to that Office, the Council are
of Opinion that any Resolutions for granting him Authority to
command the Militia of four Counties, when the Nature of his
Office subjects the Militia of the whole State to his Orders would
be unnecessary. And altho’ the complete organization of the
Government may be a work of some Time, yet the power of
calling forth the Militia being vested in the Governor, independ-
ent not only of the Legislature, but of every other Officer of
Government, General Clinton will acquire full authority on his
admission into Office to exercise that power.

The Council have by Letter desired General Clin-

Dissentient ton to appear before them & take the Oaths of

Genl. Scott & Office, & they expect he will immediately Comply

Maj’r Tappen. with this request as they are not informed of any

' reasons at present which should detain him.

The Council flatter themselves that these reasons will have
equal weight with your Excellency, especially when it is Con-
sidered, that by virtue of the Powers granted to the Council of

¢ Bee pages 122-128.



PuBLIC PAPERS OF GEORGE CLINTON. 137

Safety, they do not conceive themselves authorized to do any
Acts, not strictly consistant with the Design of their‘Appoint-
ment, and the spirit of the Constitution. On the Governor’s ad-
mission to Office all the executive powers of the State are to be
surrendered by the Council to him, and of Consequence they can
neither alter the Nature of those powers or place them in any
other hands. Genl. Scott dissents.

The Council are much obliged by your Excellency’s regard tq
the Interest and wellfare of this State, and beg Leave to assure
you, that they will omit no opportunities of evincing the Sense
they entertain of the important Services you have rendered to
America in general, and the many Instances of Attention shewn
to this State in particular.

I have the Honor to be with great respect & Esteem

Your Excellency’s most Obedient & humble Servant, v
By Order. Pierre V. Cortlandt, Presid’t.
A true Copy.
) John McKesson Secry.
His Excellency General Washington.
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MANUSCRIPT VOL. III.

[No. 651.]
CLINTON A8 GOVERNOR AND SOLDIER.
He Proposes to Reinforce the Defences of the Highlands—N eces-
sary for Him to Leave the Army in Order to Take the Office of

Governor.
Fort Montgomery July 26” 1777.
D’r Sir,

On the last of this Month the two Militia Regiments now sta-
tioned at this Post Commanded by Colos. Pawling & Snyder the
Time for which they engaged in Service then expiring will return
Home, And the Garrison of Course reduced to Colo. Duboys’ Regi-
ment only, now consisting of no more than two hundred & forty
one Privates present fit for Duty, which with the Detachm’t
under Colo. Miggs will be the only Force we shall then have in this
Quarter unless a Reinforcem’t be ordered to supply their Place—
which to me seems so essentially necessary that I thought it my
Duty to give you this early Notice that you might be able to ar-
range matters accordingly. It is sometime past since I have been
summoned by the Council of Safety of this State to attend at
Kingston to take upon me the Government, and as by a late Re-
solve .of theirs for convening the Legislature by the first of
August my attendance will be absolutely necessary. I propose,
therefore, with your Consent to set out for that Place on Monday
next which can only afford me a Day or two there previous to the
meeting of the Representatives.

When I saw General Washington the last week at Head Qrs., I

mentioned this to him but as it was supposed the Enemy were then
1%
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moving up the River it was his wish I should continue here a few
Days till their Designs were most fully known nor could I (in that
Situation of affairs)think of leaving the Post upon any Considera-
tion. But as there seems to be no great Prospect of a sudden at-
tempt against this Quarter I must ask your Leave of absence for
an unlimited Time as it is impossible to determine when, if ever,
I shall be able to return to Military Service. As this Post with
other Fortresses in the Highlands are, by your Instruction, put
under your Command I conceive this Application to you most
proper otherwise'l should have wrote to his Excellency and Con-
gress on the occasion.

I am D’r Sir,
[G. C.]
[To Genl. Putnam.]

GEORGE CLINTON REPORTS TO W ASHINGTON.

Fort Montgomery July 26” 1777.
D’r 8ir,

When I had the Pleasure of seeing your Excellency at Rama-
pogh I mentioned that the Terms for which the two Militia Regi-
ments stationed at this Post were engaged in Service expired the
last of this month at which Time unless a Reinforcem’t is sent
here by Genl. Putnam the whole Strenghth we shall have at this
important station will be Colo. Duboys’ Regiment two Com-
panies of Artillery and a Detachment of ab’t 150 Continental
Troops under Lieut. Colo. Miggs, I have this Day wrote to Genl.
Putnam on the Subject that he may so order matters as to fur-
nish a Reinforcement if he should judge it expedient. I have had
a second Call to attend at Kingston and take the Oath of Office
in Consequence of my late Appointment, and as the new Legis-
lature of the State are to meet on the first of August it will be

necessary that I sh’d leave this so as to [be] there a Day or two
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before their Meeting. This I have also mentioned to Genl. Putnam
& requested leave of absence for an unlimited Time as the Affairs
of Government render it uncertain whether I shall be able dur-
ing the present Campaign to return to the Command at this Post.

It is with a Degree of Pain that I am under a Necessity of ask-
ing Permission at this Time to quit the present Service es-
pecially as the Designs of the Enemy are not fully known &
sho’d the Business of my new appointm’t admit of it, I will most
chearfully return to the army until the Fate of the present Cam-

paign is determined.

[G. C.]
[To Gen. Washington.]

[No. 652.]
Delay in Delivering Bread.

Peeks Kill July 26 1777.
Sir,

I forwarded an Order from Head Qrs. at Ramepouh the 24th
1nst. to Fort Montgomery from his Excel’y Gen. Washington for
Thirty thousand weight of Hard Bread to be sent to Kings Ferry
where Teams were Ordered to be ready to take it on to the Army,
then at that Place. I learn to day by Mr. Paulding that the
Bread is not in Cask & that it is likely some time will be spent
in procureing Cask to forward it in. I have therefore to request
you will be kind enough to inform me when the Bread or part of
it will be at Kings Ferry and also to give me your advice about
forwarding it now the Army is Marched to the Southward.

I am very respectfully '

Your most Obedient H 8't,

Jere’h Wadsworth.
General Clinton.
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[No. 653.]
BURGOYNE'S ADVANCE.

Proposition to Reinforce General Schuyler— COlinton’s Lleasons
Sfor the Refusal of Militia to Go to the Front.

[July 31, 1777.]
Gentlemen,

I have perused the sundry Letters from Genl. Schuyler and
other Papers, Copies of which by an Order of your House of yes-
terday were to be delivered to me by your Secretary. Our Public
Affairs in the Northern Department are in a Situation that de-
mands particular attention and the utmost Exertions of Military
Force to prevent the Enemy from pursuing their late advantages
and penetrating farther into this State. And I should be happy
were it in my Power to order out a Reinforcement of Militia equal
to General Schuyler’s Expectations.

By his Excellency Genl. Washington’s Letter* to me dated the
25 July In’t (a Copy of which will be herewith delivered) you will
observe that he mentions the Expediency of immediately calling
out from the States of Connecticut and New York from one thou-
sand to 1500 of the Militia to occupy the Posts & reinforce Gar-
risons in the Highlands; this Number with the Continental
Troops which will be left there after giving a proper Support to
Genl. Schuyler will in his Excellency’s Opinion be sufficient.

The Proportion to be furnished by this State is 500 and it shall
be my first Business to issue the necessary Orders for march’g
them to the respective stations for which they are intended.

I am nevertheless apprehensive that I shall find it extremely
dificult t0 compieat even this small Number. The Continental

Pay and Rations being far below the wages given for ordinary

® See page 131
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Labor the Difference becomes a Tax rendered by personal Ser-
vice and as the Train Band List from the Exemptions arising
from Age Office & other Causes consists chiefly of the Middling
& lower Class of People this extraordinary Tax is altogether
paid by them. .

Add to this that unless a proportionate Number is called out
of each County which in most Cases is inexpedient the County
affording the most Men is upon the same Principle charged with
a Tax to which the other Parts of the Community do not con-
tribute. : ,

These Reasons are so clear as to be generally understood and
complained of by the Militia and unless those exercising the
Legislative Power of the State shall in their Wisdom devise some
Plan in which those Inconveniences will be obviated 'and the
Militia Duty become more equal I am extremely apprehensive
that any Orders for calling Detachments to the Field for a lim-
ited Time will not hereafter be so duly obeyed as the Nature of
Military Command and the good of the service absolutely re-
quires. It wo’d be needless to observe to you, Gentlemen, that
tho my Office as Governor gives me the Command of the Militia
I am not vested with authority to promise even the ordinary Con-
tinental Pay and subsistance to any greater Number of Men than
those required of me by his Excellency the Commander in Chief,
whose Requisition entitles those who are called into actual Ser-
vice in Consequence thereof to a Compensation from the Contin-
ent at large.

I am &ec.

[G. C.]
[To Council of Safety.]
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[No. 654.]
PREPARING TO RESIST BURGOYNE.

Danger to Fort Schuyler—John Jay and Gouverneur Morris Consult
with Washington Relative to the Military Situation in New
York.

Dear General, '

I enclose you a Copy of a Letter* from General Schuyler to the
Council of Safety. The Council have sent Extracts of it, (to witt,
the whole of the Letter except such parts of it as I have marked
in this Copy) to the Governor of Connecticut and to the respec-
tive presidents of Massachusetts & N. Hampshire and have also
sent similar extracts of it to Genl. Washington and the Delegates
of this State and wrote to each on the subject of Reinforce-
ments. Copies of all these I would wish to send you, but Copies
of the whole are ready for the Delegates & sent to General Schuy-

ler, & I have slept but little since 1 arrose on Sunday morning.

*Schuyler’s letter reads: ‘‘Moses creek, 4 miles below Fort Edward, July 24th, 1777:

Sir—It is with great pain that I am under the disagreeable necessity of advising you
that our affairs in this quarter daily put on a more gloomy aspect. It was evident that,
it we had not consented to suffer part of the militia to return to their habitations, in all
probability we should lose the whole. It was therefore resolved in full council of gen-
eral officers, that half should be permitted to leave us, provided the others would remain
three weeks. These conditions were accepted by them, and one thousand and forty-six
officers included, of the militia of this State, remained; but not above three hundred out
of twelve of those from the county of Berksire in the State of Massachusetts, and out of
about five hundred from the county of Hampshire in the same State, only twenty-nine
commissioned and non-commissioned officers and thirty-four privates are left, the re-
mainder having infamously deserted; and out of one hundred from Connecticut, who
had, like those from Hampshire, just arrived here, very few, if any, remaln; and part
of that half which remained from this State, so that we have not now above thirteen
bundred militia on the ground. I wish we had the most distant prospect to detain one-
half of these above five or six days. Our Continental force is between twenty-seven and
twenty-eight hundred; with this small body we have to encounter a much more numer-
ous body of the enemy, well appointed, flushed with success, and daily increasing by
the acquisition of torles.

Happy 1 should still be, in some degree, if I could close the melancholy tale here;
but every letter I receive from the County of Tryon, advises me that the inhabitants of
it will lay down their arms, unless I support them with Continental troops. From what
I have said, you will see the impossibility of my complying with their request. The
district of Schohary has also pointedly intimated, that unless Continental troops are
sent them, they will also submit to the enemy. Should it be asked what line of conduct
I mean to hold amidst this variety ot difficulties and distress? I would answer to dispute
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Mr. Morris is returned from General Schuyler. He has told
the Council that Burgoyne has undoubtedly ten thousand men
and that three thousand of them are gone from Tyconderoga &
are on their way against Fort Stanwix. But, Sir, this has only
been communicated to the Council of Safety.

Fort Stanwix* or Schuyler, I fear will fall & Tryon County with
it.

Mr. Jay & Mr. Morris are by the Council appointed “ to repair
to head Quarters & confer with his Excellency Genl. Washington

about the State of the northern army, the means of reinforcing

every inch of ground with General Burgoyne, and retard his descent into the country as
long as possible, without the least hopes of being able to prevent it ultimately, unless I
am reinforced from General Washington, or by a respectable body of the militia. The
former I am advised I am not to have, and whence to procure the latter, I know not. I
bave written to the eastern States, but do mot expect timely rs from th 1
must therefore look up to you; but though I am under the fullest conviction that you
will readily afford me every ald in your power, yet I fear it cannot be much.

*“In this situation you will be pleased to permit me to observe, that I think the Coun-
cil of Safety ought to press General Washington for an immediate reinforcement of at .
least fifteen hundred good Continental troops. Those from our own state if possible, if
not, from any of the southern colonies; one th d to reinforce me, and the remain-
der to be sent into Tryon county.

That the most immediate and pressing application should be made by you to the east-
ern States, (Connecticut in particular, from which we have not had above one hun-
dred,) for a respectable body of militia; that part of what militia may come from thence,
be also sent in to Tryon county, and part here; that the greatest number possible of the
militia of this State should be sent both ways, and that it should be, in the strongest
terms, recommended to the gentlemen of easy fortune to turn out.

It is not only mortifying, but extremely discouraging to the lower class, and preju-
dicial to the public, to see so few men of note step forth when their country is in
danger.

1 may seem to labour under ideal apprehensions; I believe they are not so. They are
fcunded on a reflection that if General Burgoyne can penetrate to Albany, the force
which is certainly coming by way of Oswego will ind no difficulty in reaching the
Mohawk river; and that being arrived there, they will be joined not by tories only, but
by every person that finds himself capable of removing and wishes to make his peace with
the enemy, and by the whole body of the Six Nations. These, forming a junction with
Burgoyne at Albany, whilst General Howe presses up the river, it will either put Gen-
eral Washington between two fires, or drive him to the necessity of filing off into New
England. These, sir, are my conjectures; I sincerely wish they may never be realized,
although I can not think they are ill-founded. I have thus ventured freely to give my
sentiments. I hope they will not be thought to arise from a principle which would dis-
grace a soldier, I assure you they do not; and I hope my countrymen will never have
occasion to blush for me, whatever may be the event of the campaign.’”’—From the
Journal of the Council of Safety.

® Fort Schuyler was invested by St. Leger with a larga force of Canadians and
Indians August 3, 1777. See Volume I page 140 et seq.—STATE HISTORIAN.

10
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it, and all such other matters as respect the Defense of this State
—And to represent to his Excellency the necessity of providing
" Garrisons for the Forts in the High Lands, as the Term for which
the militia now Stationed there, are engaged, will soon expire.”*

These Gentlemen ﬁre expected to sett out Six or eight hours
hence. Won’t they call to visit their Governor?

I suppose I shall soon have the pleasure to see you at Kings-
ton. My best comp’ts to Mrs. Clinton & the Ladies of the Family.
I am your affectionate

John McKesson. 1 o’Clock A. M. July 29th.
Governor Clinton. '

[No. 655.]
Council of Safety Grants Continental Pay and Rations to Such
Militia as Governor Clinton Shall Call Out.
In Council of Safety for the State of New York.
Kingston July 31st 1777.

WHEREAS the Honorable the Congress, his Excellency Gen-
erel Washington, & the Hon’ble major General Schuyler have
made requisitions from the militia of this State to reinforce the
Army on the Northern frontier & the Garrisons of the Fortresses
in the Highlands.

RESOLVED, that Continental pay & rations be advanced on
behalf of the Continent, to all such militia as his Excellency the
Governor shall think proper to call out in Consequence of the
above requisitions.

Extract from the minutes.
John McKesson Secry.

*General St. Clair, who bad abandoned Ticonderoga July 6, 1777, joined Gen. Schuy-
ler July 29, at Fort Edward, from which place the American forces retired, crossing the
Hudson River at Saratoga, falling back to Stillwater. On this day, July 29, Burgoyne
reached the Hudson River.—8TATE HISTORIAN.
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[No. 656.]
Haverstraw Disturbed Over Its Ezposed Condition.

In Committie Haverstraw Precinct Aug’t 1 1777.
Sir,

We take the Freedom to Aquaint you that a Number of the
Inhabitants along the River are in the Utmost distress upon the
Termination of the time of the Service of the malitia by your
Order, And in this Dilemia (the Enemy well knowing the time
of the Expiration) we have taken the Liberty to Request by an
Order to Coll. Isaac Sherwood, in the abstance of Coll. Hay,
that one third part of the malitia Continue to keep Guard, upon
a promise that Continental pay and Rations be allow’d until
your further order and Directions; we, therefore, pray that your
Excelency will do and Order for us in behalf of the Complainants
and all the Inhabitants in this part of the County as you in your
Wisdom may think necessary, we are 8ir your very hum’e Serv’ts,

P Order of the Committie

David Pye, Clk.
To Gov’r Clinton.

[No. 657.]
CONNECTICUT QUICKLY RESPONDS.

Governor Trumbull Notifies Gen. Schuyler that 1,400 Troops were
in Albany and that All of the Nutmeg State Militia were Ready
to March at a Moment’s Notice.

(Copy)
Lebanon, 18t August 1777.
Sir,

Last Evening at 9 oclock I received from Kingston, an Extract
of your Letter of the 24th Ulto. to the President of the Council
of Bafety of New York, with a Letter from him requesting the
aid of Militia from this State; eight oClock this morning I re-
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ceived yours of the 24th Ulto., mine of the 26th had not come
to your Hands when you wrote the 27th; to that you will please
to turn. The Express went forward with my Request to his
Excellency Genl. Washington the same Day and is not yet re-
turned. The 28th, I received a Requisition from Major General
Putnam at Peek’s Kill in consequence of Orders from General
Washington, for five Hundred Militia to join him, assigning the
march of General Washington’s Army for Philadelphia as a
Reason of this Demand; Orders have been given Brigadier Gen-
eral Silliman accordingly; I have pressed General Washington
in a Letter of the 28th Ulto., to send you three or four thousand
continental Troops, which might be suddenly thrown up to your
Quarter to prevent the Career of the Enemy; this I did knowing
such Troops much easier got on the Ground and better for the
Service, I find Major General Lincoln and Brigadier General
Glover with fourteen hundred Troops were arrived at Albany,
the 28th, unknown to you when you wrote on the 27th. I have
put our whole Militia® in the best Posture of Defence, .and one
fourth Part of them to be in Readiness to march on the shortest
Notice. I hoped for the Return of my Express before this, and
apprehend it necessary to wait for General Washington’s answer,

¢ Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God, for the trial of our virtue and the punish-
ment of our manifold offenses to direct the operations of the enemy’s arms against this
State, and hath thereby not only called on us to repent sincerely of our sins but man-
fully to maintain those inestimable privileges which he hath graciously been pleased to
bestow, and will, as we firmly hope mercifully continue to us, if we are not wanting to
ourselves: And whereas it hath been represented to this Council that many able bodied
men withdrew themselves from the service of their country under the exemption grant
by the militia law and refuse to contribute any thing to the expense of such as go into
actual service: Therefore

Resolved, That upon any future drafts from the militia, all persons below the age of
sixty years as well as such as are exempt by office or profession as otherwise; and all
who have heretofore borne commissions, (except such as are hereafter excepted) shall
be forthwith enrolled with the captains of the company in whose beat they reside; and
that previous to such draft, the fieldofficersof the regiment to which such exempts belong,
shall chose two substantial freeholders out of the commissioned officers of the said regi-
ment; who, in case of any disagr t, may ch a third, to be assessor of the said
regiment; which said assessors having taken an oath before the officers commanding
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if he has sent continental Troops to you, he will expect me to
fulfill my Undertaking with him. I am with Esteem & Regard
Sir

Your obed’t humble Servant

Jon’n Trumbull.*
Major General Schuyler.

[No. 658.]
Governor Clinton Orders Col. Graham to Reinforce Gen. Schuyler at

Albany.

Kingston Aug’t 1” 1777.
Sir,

The Operations of the Enemy against this State to the Nofth-

ward as well as the exposed situation of the southern Counties,

the regiment to act with justice and impartiality shall before any draft made, assess the
said exempts for their personal service in proportion to the value of that personal ser-
vice and their estates. Provided that such assessment shall not exceed ten dollars for
every month for which such militia shall be drafted, nor less than one dollar per month;
which money so assessed shall, if unpaid after notice given be levied in like manner as
the fines of each regiment are, and given as a bounty to such of the regiment as enter
into the service for the time for which such draft is ordered to be made.

Provided nevertheless, if any exempt shall prefer standing his right to paying the
sum assessed, it shall be at his option so to do, and in case of his being drafted, he
shall go into actual service or find a person to serve in his stead.

Resolved, That the above resolution shall not extend to such persons as shall have
procured a soldier to enlist in either of the Continental battalions directed to be raised
in this State agreeable to the resolutions of the late Convention, of the third day of
April last, or the several resolutions of this Council contalning the same, nor to mem-
ers of the Legislature or their necessary officers, nor to judges, justices and the sheriffs
who have qualified under the present constitution, nor to ministers of the gospel, nor to
the chalrman and two members of the county committec to be chosen either by vote
of the said committee or by lot, nor to the chairman and two members of every preclnctr
or district committee to be chosen in llke manner, who are hereby empowered to act in
case the other members of such committee should be drafted in like manner as if they
were the majority of such committee, nor to infirm men whose estates do not exceed
the value of two hundred pounds, to be determined by the sald assessors.

It is nevertheless earnegtly recommended to all those who are by their civil appoint-
ments prevented from rendering personal services in a military line, to encourage the
draft by generous contributions in like manner as if they had been actually assessed.

Resolved, That the above resolutions shall continue In force until twenty days after
the meeting of the future Legislature, unless sooner repealed.—From the Journal of
the Councll of Safety. July 31, 1777.

*From Chester, Pennsylvanla, Washington the same day wrote to General Putnam:

I have this moment received intelligence by express, that the enemy’s fleet yesterday
morning about eight o’clock sailed out of the Capes in an eastern course. This surpris-
ing event gives me the greatest anxiety, and, unless every possible exertion is made,
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renders it expedient to call into actual Service a very consider-
able Proportion of the Militia. In the Classing of the different
Regiments for these Services, the Regiments commanded by your-
self & Colos. Freer, Umphrey & Sutherland are to furnish 340
Men, including non Commissioned Officers & Privates, properly
Officered armed and accoutred, as you’l see by the within Order,
and you being appointed to take the Command of this Detach-
ment with 180 Men from Colo. Snyder’s & Pawling’s Regt., 1
desire that you will immediately ‘upon the Receipt hereof forward
to the respective Colos. of the other Regiments who are to far-
nish Men towards this Detachment from Dutchess, one of
the inclosed Resolutions & Orders, and you will exert yoursélf
with all possible Expedition and march them to the City of
Albany—there puting yourself under the Command of his Honor,
Major General Schuyler. Major Cantine with a Detachment
from Colos. Pawling & Snyder’s Regt. of 160 Men including non
Commissioned Officers, to be annexed to those raised in Dutchess
County will join you at Albany.

The inclosed Resolutions of the Council of Safety subjecting
Exempts to a Proportion of the Common Burthen will, I hope,

enable you to carry those Orders into Execution with greater

may be productive of the happlest consequences to the enemy, and the most injurious
to us. I have desired General Sullivan’s division, and the two brigades that left you
last, immediately to return and recross the river, and shall forward on the rest of the
army with all the expedition in my power. I have also written to General Clinton re-
questing him instantly to reinforce you, with as many militia of the State of New York
as he can collect; and you are, on receipt of this, to send on an express to Governor
Trumbull urging it upon him to assist you, with as many of the Connecticut militia as
he can get together, and without a moment's loss of time.

The importance of preventing Mr. Howe’s getting possession of the Highlands by a
coup de main is infinite to America; and, in the present situdtion of things, every effort
that can be thought of must be used. The probability of his going to the eastward is
exceedingly small, and the 111 effects that might attend such a step inconsiderable in
comparison with those that would inevitably attend a successful stroke upon the High-
lands. Connecticut cannot be in more danger through any channel than this, and every
motive of its own Interest and the general good demand its utmost endeavors to give
you effectual assistance. Governor Trumbull will I trust be sensible of this. I am, &c.
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Ease, especially as every other Regt. in the State will furnish
an equal Proportion of Men for the service.

I am &ec.

[G. C.]
Colo. Graham.

Colo. Graham will provide Sloops to transport the Troops from
Dutchess County to Albany.

[No. 659.]
Orders Under Which Col. Graham Acted.
Genl. Orders Kingston 1st Augt. 1777.

A Detachment of five hundred non Commissioned Officers &
Privates, is to be drafted by Ballot or other equitable Manner
from the Regiments of Militia, commanded by Colos. Freer, Hum-
phrey, Sutherland & Graham of Dutchess County and Colo. 8ny-
der & Pawling of Ulster County, to consist of one Regiment to be
commanded by Colo. Morris Graham; the other Field Officers for
this Detachm’t are Lt. Colo. Hopkins & Major Cantine; each
Regiment to furnish Officers in Proportion to the Men they raise
& the Companies to consist of 50 Men at least and to be com-
manded by a Capt. & two Subalterns.

This Detachment is to be raised immediately and to march
without Delay to the Reinforcement of the army under Command
of his Honor, Major General Schuyler and to continue in Service
until the first Day of November unless sooner dismissed.

The men in this Service will be entitled to receive Continental
Pay & Rations, exclusive of the Bounty to be raised by the Tax
to be levied upon Exempts agreable to the Resolve accompany-
ing this Order.

Colo. Snyder and Colo. Pawling’s Regt. are to furnish for this
Bervice one hundred and sixty Men including Non Commissioned

Officers each Regiment according to its strength.
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The four Regiments of Dutchess to furnish 350 Men to be
Quotad in like manner.

For which Purposes the Field Officers are directed to meet im-
mediately on the Receipt hereof and ascertain their respective
Proportions. ,

As the Safety of the State may depend upon the instant Execu-
tion hereof it is expected that the Men to be raised in Conse-
quence of these Orders will be in the City of Albany within ten
Days from the Delivery hereof.

The respective Colonels herein named are also upon Receipt
hereof make me a Return of the present State of their several

Regiments.

[No. 660.]
MORE REINFORCEMENTS. 4

Clinton Orders Brig.-Gen Ten Brceck to Detach 1,000 Men from

His Brigade, to be Organized into Two Regiments, Under Col.

Robert Van Rensselaer and Col. Stephen J. Schuyler.
D'r Sir, Kingston Augt. 17 1777.

The late Operations of the Enemy in your Quarter render it
necessary to use every Exertion to collect a Force to prevent
their pursuing the advantages they have already gained by pene-
trating farther into this State. Induced by these Reasons & in
Conseq’ of Requisition from Congress & Genl. Wash’g & Schuy'r
I have ordered Reinforcements for the Garrisons & Posts in the
Highlands, that his Excellency Genl. Washington may be thereby
enabled to draw off from thence a Part of the Continental Troops
to reinforce the Northern army. For which Purpose I have also
issued orders for the marching of 500 of the Militia from the
Northern Parts of the Counties of Dutchess & Ulster. Upon the
Receipt hercof you'l also detach from your Brigade 1000 Men in-

cluding Non Commissioned Officers properly Officered armed &
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accoutred to reinforce the Army under Command of his Honor
Major General Schuyler. I could wish Colo. Robert Van Ren-
selaer & Colo. Stephen J. Schuyler to take the command of those
Men who will of Course be divided into two Regiments.

I inclose you the Resolutions of the Council of Safety sub-
jecting Exempts to a Proportion of the Common Burthen which
will, I hope, enable you to compleat these Orders with greater
Ease especially as an equal Proportion of the Militia from every
other Part of the State are called out into actual Service.

The Troops so raised will be entitled to Continental Pay & Ra-
tions and a Bounty from the Fines to be levied upon Exempts
refusing Service agreable to the within Resolve.

Particular care will be taken in the Appointment of the Offi-
cers, Men of Spirit and those who have seen Service, if such can
be obtained, should be selected, as the Behavior of the Soldier
frequently depends upon the Conduct of his Officers.

I need not request you to use Expedition as your well known
Zeal for your Country; and Knowledge of its present Situation
will induce you to take the most effectual Measures for carrying
the Order into immediate Execution.

I am &e.
[To Gen. Ten Broeck.] [G. C.]

[No. 661.]

Clinton Orders Col. Ludinton to Organize, from the Westchester
Regiments, a Corps of 310 Men to Protect the Westchester
District.

Bir

’

Kingston Augt. 1”7 1777,

The Operations of the Enemy ag’t the State to the Northward
as well as the exposed Situation of some of the Southern Coun-
ties to the Incursions of the Enemy from that Quarter, render it
expedient to call into actual Service, a very considerable Propor-
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tion of the Militia in the Classing of the different Regimenis for
these Services your Regiment & Colo. Fields’ with the other
Regiments of W. Chester County are to furnish 310 Men, includ-
ing Non Commissioned Officers & DPrivates properly officered
armed & accoutred,as you'l see by the inclosed Order; and,as you
are appointed to take the command of this Detachment, I desiie
that you will immediately upon the Receipt hereof, direct & for-
ward to the Commanding Officers of the other Regiments who are
to furnish Men towards this Detachm’t, one of the inclosed Reso-
lutions & Orders, and exert yourself in having them raised with
all possible Expedition and march them to such Stations in W.
Chester County as will tend most to the Protection of the Inhab-
itants and best conduce to the Public Safety. Taking your Di-
rections occasionally from the Command’g Officer at Peeks Kill.

The Inclosed Resolutions of the Council of Safety subjecting
Exempts to a Proportion of the Common Burthen will, I hope,
e¢nable you to carry these Orders into Execution with greater
Ease, especially as every Other Regt. in the State will furnish
an equal if not a greater Number of Men for the Service.

I am &ec.
Colo. Ludington. [G. C.]

The Troops will be allowed Continental Pay & Rations & a
Bounty to be raised agreable to the within Resolve from the

Fines levied on the Exempts refusing Service.

[No. 662.]

Clinton Orders the Colonels of Orange and Ulster to Detach and
Organize 500 Mcen, Under Col. Allison, to March Forthwith to
Fort Montgomery.

Si Kingston August 1st 1777.

ir,

The Situation of our public Affairs renders it absolutely neces-

sary to call out a very considerable Proportion of the Militia
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as well to reinforce our Northern army to prevent the Enemy
from penetrating into the Country, as to reinforce the Garrisons
and securing the Passes of the Highlands; and Requisitions hav-
ing been made to the Council of Safety for this State by the
Continental Congress, and General Schuyler, and by his Excel-
lency General Washington, to me for the above Purposes, you’l
therefore without Delay detach from your Regiment by Ballot
or other equitable Manner, two Captains 4 Lieuts. & 100 Privates,
including non Commissioned Officers for two Companies and
cause them to march with the utmost Expedition to Fort Mont-
gomery, and there put themselves under the Command of Colo.
Allison.

The inclosed Resolution of the Council of Safety of this State,
passed yesterday subjecting Exempts to contribute to the present
Service & putting the Militia upon a more equal Footing in
Point of Duty I wo’d fain hope will enable you to carry these
Orders into Execution with greater Ease as it will afford the
Persons who are drafted into the Service a Bounty and as each
Regt. in the State will furnish their due Quota of Men for this
Service every reasonable Cause of Complaint will be removed.

I have to recommend to you that in the Appointment of the
Captains & Subaltern Officers you will elect such as are best able
to fill their respective Stations by being acquainted with actual
Bervice. ’

The Detachm’t now ordered out is to continue in Service until
the 1”7 of Nov’r unless sooner dismissed.

On Receipt hereof you’'l make me a proper Return of the
present State of your Regiment the want of which from the
diff” Colos. puts it out of my Power to be exact in fixing the
differ’ Quotas. I am &c.

To Colo. Jonathan Haasbrouck. [G. C]
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The Same to Colo. James McClaury only
men Capt. Leut.
110 2 4 & Lt. Colo. McClaury.
The Same to Colo. Dirck Brinkerhoof & Heathhorn only
men Capt. Leut.

67 1 2 each.
The Same to Colo. Jesse Woodhull only
P Capt. Lieut.
78 1 2 & Major Moffat of that Regt.
The Same to Colo. William Allison only
Capt. Leut.
78 1 2 & Colo. Allison.

The Safety of the Post may depend upon the Expedition with
which this Order is executed.

The Troops will be entitled to receive Continental Pay &
Rations exclusive of a Bounty to be raised from the Fines levied

agreable to the within Resolve upon Exempts refusing Service.

[No. 663.]
A false Report that Sir John Johnson was killed.

Sir,

1 am informed by the last Rider from Albany that Colo. Willet
is there—that he stole his way out of Fort Stanwix by the
advise of the Commanding Officer in Order to Conduct up a
Reinforcment, that Sir John* is killed in one of the late Battles
near that Place—that Colo. Butler has been in with a Flag to
demand a Surrender of the Garrison, that he rec’d for answer
if that was his Ambass’y he might return Assured that they

wou’d never Surrender.

®8ir John Johnson.
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The Party of Colo. Pawling & Snyder’s Regt. are to march

tomorrow.
I am in haste

Your’s Affectionately

Christ’r Tappen.
Fryday 8 OClock A. M. [Aug. 1, 1777.]

To His Excellency Gov’r Clinton.

[No. 664.]
Pay of Continental Troopers. _
In Council of Safety for the State of New York
Kingston August [9th] 1777.
The petition of Silvester Salisbury was read.
ORDERED that the said Petition be referred to his Excellency
-the Governor, and that he be requested to endeavour to obtain
Information, what is the Continental pay allowed to Troopers,
and that he be pleased to cause proper muster Rolls of the
amount of their pay to be properly anthenticated that they may
be paid.
Extract from the Minutes.
John McKesson Secry.

A price of the offercis of ye Light Horse.

a Coll. Lut 75 Dollers
Majar 60

Capt. . 50

1 Lut. 33—5—4
Cornet 26—5—4
Quarter Ms. 15—5—4—33
Corpril 10

privit 8—2-8
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[No. 665.]
ALBANY APPEALS TO NEW ENGLAND.
A Pen Picture of the Distress and Horrors that would Confront the
Colonies were Burgoyne Successful.

*[Aug. first 1777.]
Sir,

The alarming situation of affairs to the Northward obliges us,
to call on you for the assistance that the Friends to America and
Lovers of their Country ought to call on each for. At a Time when
New England was invaded, no means were left unessayed on our
parts to afford them every assistance in our power. Various
were the difficulties the Friends to their Country in those parts
had to encounter, surrounded by dependants on Government and
their Emissaries, our Vigorous exertions were necessary to Effect
the much desired Union with our Sister States; our Arguments
were grounded on the Unanimity the Valour the Virtue of New
England; the Enemies of America were Crushed, our Influence
had the desired effect, no Tory dared openly to speak or act un-
friendly, Imprisonment or banishment were the Consequences.

What arguments are we now to make use of?

Our Country is invaded; a great part of our Militia have
Turned out; but where are our Eastern Friends? What have we
done to forfeit their Esteem? Is our Country to be laid waste,
the Friends of America to be banished from their Homes, their all
to be sacrificed at a Time when it is in our power (if we will
Unite) to Crush the Invaders in such a manner that perhaps will
prevent their making any future attempts?

Can you expect to remain in quiet if we are destroyed? From
the reciprocal Intercourse & Commerce between New England
and this State, the fall of the one, will much distress the other!

.Tbll‘?‘l date s not given in the manuscript. It is supplied by the present editor—see
page 177.
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Admit that the evil was to stop here. Pray consider the great
number of Savages that will Join them? Should they take pos-
session of this City, we are apprehensive, the disaffected* that
will repair to them will not be few; the ravages will not Cease
here; our Sister States will feel in Turn; Those who can now
quietly rest at home and hear of the Inhumanities Committed by
those barbarians must be destitute of Feelings becoming the
Virtuous the free born and the brave.

We are informed that loud Complaints are made against the
leaders of our army.

Let us Consider, is this a Time to divide ourselves? Are we
now to Censure our Generals and tamely to remain at home with
our Hands crossed?

Are we not well assured that the Supreme power of the Con-

tinent will call to account and severely punish such as have in

*The friends of Great Britain in August, 1777, distributed the following circular in
Albany county:

By the request of the Honourable Willlam Howe and commander of His Majesty's
forces in America, and Willlam Tryon, Esqr. Governor in and for the Province of New
York, and likewise by the desire of Sir John Johnson, Bart. that a battalion of loyal
volunteers be enlisted in the county of Albany, to serve In and for the Province of New-
York, &c. for the preservation of their lives and properties, and more especially to shew
their loyalty and affection to His Majesty, in order to assist in restoring public peace
and tranquility in this distressed country, as they cannot expect any friendship or
protection from His Majesty’s forces, if they do not do their utmost endeavours
to assist His Majesty in subduing and conquering his rebellious subjects, in
order to bring them to condign punishment, therefore, for the more speedy gnd in the
most secret manner, a battalion of loyal volunteers be enlisted, and each officer and
private volunteer to take an oath to keep secret every thing that shall be communicated
to them by their superior officers; that I. H. Esqr. is chosen and appointed colonel and
commandant of said battallon of loyal volunteers; and each company is at least to con-
sist of fifty rank and flle, with one captain, one lieutenant, one ensign; and when raised
and joins His Majesty’s forces, each officer and private volunteer will recelve the same
pay, clothing arms and accoutrements as any other enlisted American volunteer, and
be entitled to the same lands as any regular soldier; the said loyal volunteers will be
discharged with the first American battalion.

1, A. B. do swear to be true to His Majesty King George, and to serve him honestly
and faithfully in defence of his person, Crown and dignity, against all his enemies in
America, or opposers whatsoever; to keep secret and to observe and chey the orders of
my superior officers that shall be issued out to me from time to time, so help me God.

I, A. B. do swear to keep secret all that you shall say or read to me, and not to re-
veal the same to blood relation, or any person whatsoever, so help me God.—From the
Journal of the Council of Safety.
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any respect betrayed their Trust or by their misconduct hurt
their Country?

We are well assured that could those prejudices subside, could
we Unite with that Spirit becoming Men who are determined to
be free, who will not tamely suffer their wives to be ravished
their Children to be Murdered and Scalped, their Properties to
be seized and disposed of at the pleasure of Mercenaries & Sav-
ages, whose footsteps as they advance in our Country, are
marked with unheard of Horrors and devastations in open Viola-
tion of the Laws of Civilized Nations or the dictates of Humanity,
we say, could we step forth determined not to submit to such Men
and Measures, a more glorious opportunity never offered than
the present.

The Enemy are now advanced to Fort Edward; our army have
retreated to Saratoga and brought all their Stores, provisions &c.
with them, and to induce the Enemy to follow them farther in
the Country, so that their Retreat may be Cut off, if the People
will but step forth they will in all probability retire to some ad-
vantageous Post, still nearer this City.

Men only are wanted.

Let us entreat you, dear Countrymen, to step forth and make
one Glorious Effort to Crush the base Invaders of your Country,
and Transmit, Inviolate to your Posterity the Freedom and
Liberty that God and Nature have bestowed upon you.

On our parts we are determined to leave no means unessayed,
to save our Country from ruin. No distress, no loss of Property,
shall ever shake our attachment to so righteous, so just, and so
glorious a Cause. We renew our request by every Tie of love to
your Country by your wives your Posterity, and all that’s dear
and sacred to you, to unite and support the Cause you have so
nobly and so long Contended for.
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Note on back: For the sake of Dispatch, Those are the Copies
sent from Albany to the Council of Safety; should they be of no
use or Importance to the Governor, his Excellency will please to
order them returned to the Secretaries.

[No. 666.]
Kingston Church Extends Congratulations to Governor Clinton.
) [Aug. 2, 1777.]

To his Excellency George Clinton Esqr. Governor, General and
Commander in Chief of all the Militia, and Admiral of the
Navy of the State of New York:

May it please your Excellency:

At the commencement of the new constitution and at the
very hour of your inauguration, the Minister, Elders and Deacons
of the Reformed Dutch Church of Kingston, in consistory as-
sembled, beg leave to congratulate your Excellency upon the
highest Honors the Subject of a free State can possess and to
assure you of the part they bear in the public happiness on this
Occasion.

From the beginning of the present war, the consistory and
people of Kingston have been uniformly attached to the cause of
America, and justify upon the Soundest Principles of Religion
and morality, the glorious revolution of a free and oppressed
country. Convinced of the unrighteous designs of Great Britain
upon their civil and religious priviledges they chose, without hesi-
tation, rather to suffer with a brave people for a Season, than to
enjoy the luxuries and friendship of a wicked and cruel nation

With an inflexable perseverance which they trust the greatest

1
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adversity and persecution will never change, they profess anew
to your Excellency their Interest in the Continental union and
Loyalty to the State of New-York.

While the constitution is preserved inviolate, and the Rulers
Steer by that conspicuous Beacon, the people have the fairest
prospects of happiness, unanimity and Success, with you they
chuse [to] launch, that future pilots may form a precedent froimn
your vigilance, impartiality and firmness, and the System obtain
an establishement that Shall last for ages; for as nothing can be
more agreable to the conscious patriot than the approbation of
his country, so nothing can more promote the general gocd than
placing confidence in established characters & raising merit to
distinguished power.

Take then, with the acclamations and fullest confidence of the
public, Take Sir, the governement into your hands and let the
unsolicited voice of a whole State prevail upon you to enter upon

this arduous task.

All ranks in placing you at their Head, have pledged their
lives and fortunes to support and defend you in this exalted Sta-
tion, and the consistory of Kingston chearfully unite in the im-
plicit Stipulation and promise you their prayers.

As a reformation in morals an the prevallance of virtue is the
immediate object of the consistory of Kingston, they esteem
themselves especially happy in having cause to believe, that
religious Liberty (without which all othervpriviledgos are not
worthe enjoying), will be Strenously Supported by your Excel-
lency, and they congratulate themselves and the State, that God
has given them a governor who understands and therefore loves

the Christian Religion, and who understands and therefore loves
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a terror to evil doers and an example and patron to them that do
well.
Signed by order of the Reverend Consistory
G. J. L. Doll, profes.

[No. 667.]

EVERY MAN WHO CAN BEAR ARMS WANTED.
George Clinton Orders Brig.-Gen. T'en Broeck to Increase His Levies
in Order to Reinforce the Northern Army.

| Kingston Aug’t 2d 1777.
D’r Sir,

Since my Letter of yesterday the disagreable Accounts from
the Northward just received of the Enemy having advanced to
Fort Edward and the retreating of our army to Saraghtoga,
which induce me to apprehend {hat a greater Number of the
Militia of your Brigade may be requisite to reinforce the North-
ern army and prevent the Enemy from proceeding farther into
the State, you will, therefore, order out, in addition to the Num-
ber mentioned in my Letter of yesterday, any greater Propor-
tion that may be conceived necessary, to be relieved on the ar-
rival of those ordered from this and Dutchess County if Cir-
cumstances will then admit of it. Indeed every Man that can
bear arms must on this Occason be brought to the Field, and
no Person exempted if their Services in stopping the Progress
of the Enemy are wanted for which you are not to wait for any
further or more particular Order.

I am your most obed’t Ser’t,

[G. C.]
[To Gen. Ten Broeck.]
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[No. 668.]
TO PROTECT THE FRONTIER.

Instructions to Qen. Herbimer—Why a Draft of Militia Was
Considered Necessary.
_ Kingston Aug’t 2d 1777.
Sir,

The small Number of Continental Troops occupying the
Western Posts renders it necessary to raise a Reinforcement from
the Militia in your Brigade. Upon the Receipt hereof you’l,
therefore, without Delay detach five hundred Men including non
Commissioned Officers, to be raised by Ballot or other equitable
Method, properly armed ‘accoutred and Officered, and cause them
to be posted at the most Suitable Passes in your County for
giving Protection to the Inhabitants against the Incursions of
the Enemy & for reenforcing the Garrisons in your Quarter tak-
ing Directions for their future Government from Major Genl.
Schuyler or Officer Commanding the Continental Troops in your
County.

This you will receive from Colo. Wynkoop, formerly an Officer
in the Army of the States, who I now send into your County to
endeavour to raise the Spirits of the Militia & assist in com-
pleating the Quota of Men assigned for the present service
and of selecting the Officers to command them who should be
Men of approved Courage and if possible those who have seen
some Service.

The Troops so raised will be entitled to receive Continental
Pay and Rations exclusive of a Bounty from the Tax to be
levied upon Exempts agreable to the within Resolutions.

This Resolution I hope will enable you to compleat your Drafts
with greater Ease especially as an equal 01; rather a larger Pro-
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portion of the Militia of every other Part of the State are ordered
to the reinforcement of our Northern and Southern armies.

I need not direct you to use Expedition; your exposed Frontier
and nearness to a cruel Enemy will induce you to fall upon the
most effectual Measures for carrying these Order into immedi-
ate Execution. And if the above Number is not sufficient for
your Defence the Necessity of the Case will justify the Calling
a Greater Number to the Field which I beg under those Circum-
stances you will do.

It cannot be expected that the Continental army can be scat-
tered on the Frontiers of axiy particular State but must be so
posted as to oppose the main Body of the Enemy. Those Parts
therefore of the Country that are most exposed to the Incursions
of Detachments of the Enemy must turn out in their own Defence
the other Parts of the state contributing to their Assistance.

I have furnished Colo. Wynkoop with a Set of Instructions
which you will endeavor to carry into Execution.

I am &ec.
[G. C.]
(To Gen. Herkimer.]

[No. 669.]
Instructions to Colo. Wynkoop.
. [Aug. 2, 1777.]
As the 8pirits of the well affected Inhabitants of Tryon County
are much depressed by the successes of the Enemy to the North-
ward and the Expectations of the disaffected raised in Propor-
tion I have thought it proper for the safety of that Part of the
State to order 500 of the Militia of Genl. Harkhemer’s Brigade

into actual Service.
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From your well known zeal for your Country your Abilities as
an Officer Knowledge of Service and fron; your being acquainted
with the best Sitnations for Defence in the County of Tryon, it
is my Request that you will with all possible Dispatch repair
to Tryon County and deliver Brig’r Genl. Harkimer the Letters
directed to him.

You’l then endeavor to inspirit the Militia to turn out with
Alacrity for the service required of them and consult with Genl.
Herkhamer in selecting the Officers to command them and seeing
that the Soldiers are properly armed and accoutred.

In passing thro Albany, you’l apply to the County Committee,
explain the Nature of your Business and apply for one or two
of their Members or other Gentlemen best acquainted with the
Inhabitants of Tryon County to attend you there and assist you
in compleating this Business with the greater Expedition.

If a largef Number of the Militia of that County will be re-
quisite for reinforcing our army, you will also consult with Genl.
Herckemer on the best Method for bringing them to the Field
agreable to the Orders contained in my Letter, and draw out any
Number that may be sufficient for the above Purpose.

You’l keep a acct of the Expences accruing on this Command
that the same may be satisfied you together with your Pay.

[G. C.]

[No. 670.]
George Clinton Reports to General Schuyler.

Kingston Aug’t 2d 1777.
Dear Sir,

By a Requisition from his Excellency, General Washington,
500 of the Militia were to be raised in this State to occupy the
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Posts and secure the Passes in the Highlands, that the Conti-
nental Troops might be drawn off from thence to reinforce the
Northern army & effectually oppose the Designs of the Enemy
to the Southward.

The present Exigency nevertheless in your Department de-
manding in my Opinion immediate assistance 1 conceived it
a Part of my Duty to increase the Number intended by
his Excellency Genl. Washington, as much as the Season of
the year and Circumstances of the Stafe would possibly al-
low. 1 have, therefore, issued Orders for 500 Men from the
Northern Parts of the Counties of Ulster & Dutchess to be within
10 Days at Albany and there to put themselves under your Com-
mand and directed General Ten Brook to detach from his Bri-
gade 1000 Men properly Officered for the like Purpose. I have
also wrote t6 Genl. Harkhemer of Tryon County to raise 500
Men from his Brigade for reenforcing our Troopé & defending
the most important Posts & Passes on the western Frontier and
subjected them to your Orders & Directions. And instead of
500 Men required by his Excellency Genl. Washington, a Detach-
ment of Eight hundred & ten Men is also ordered to join our
southern Troops for defending the lower Frontiers from the
Enemy’s Incursions and strengtening the Garrisons of the High-
lands; so that an equal Proportion of the Militia is drawn out
from the respective Counties of the State amoun’g in the whole
to near 3000 Men.

The last accts. from Genl. Washington are that the main body
of his army lays at Howel’s Ferry on this side the Delaware.
Seventy five of the Enemy’s Fleet were discovered a few Days

ago near Little Egg Harbour making by short Tack for the Capes
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of Delaware. The General did not mean to cross the River until
the Enemy should have entered it with their Fleet.

I am with the most perfect Friend’p & Esteem D’r Sir

Your most obed’ hum’e Ser’t,
[G. C.]

I could wish, if the Circumstances of Charlotte County would
adm{t of it, that a proportionate Part of the Militia there, was
also embodied for the further reinforcing of the Army under
your Command, but being entirely unacquainted with the Sfate” ~
of the County I have issued no Orders for that Purpose.
[To Gen. Schuyler.]

[No. 671.]
Arrival of the British Fleet and of British Forces Off the Delaware
Capes.

Extract of a Letter from Colo. H. B. Livingston dated at
Phild’ia the 4th of August 1777 to Robt. R. Livingston Esqr:

When we arrived here the Enemy were standing in for the
Capes, about 228 8ail & ever Since have been plying off and on.
Yesterday they disappeared, to day they are again in sight.

General Washington is in Town, and the army we brought
with us encamped on the Falls Road about seven miles Distant.®

Three Thousand men lately from the Southward are stationed
at & near Chester.

Unless the artificial value of our paper Currency is by some
means or other enhanced, it will be impossible for us to live upon
the present Establishm’t or to support the Cause we have so
much at Heart. This Town now S8warms with French Officers;
among the rest a marquiss Fouquet is arrived, an agreable

young man of about Twenty three. The Congress from political
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motives its said, yesterday made him a major General; he bo’t
a Frigate in England fitted her out himself and came over un-
known to his most Christian majesty who sent after him, but

the Bird was flown.
John McKesson.

*The paragraph marked with an Index & some other parts of
the above Extracts Mr. R. R. Livingston refused to suffer to be
published in the newspaper & the paragraph relating to the
deficiency of the Establishm’t was not read to the Council of
Safety. [J. McK.]

[No. 672.]
SITUATION OF AFFAIRS IN THE MOHAWK VALLEY.

Colonel Goose Van Schaick Complaing of the Militia and Requests
that He Be not Rendered Subordinate to General Herkimer.

Schenectady Aug’t 4th 1777.
D’r General,

Previous to the receipt of yours of the first Inst. I had ordered
one half of the Militia of Schoharie and Schenectady to march
immediately to the German Flatts. The Schoharie Committee
have since informed me that they have countermanded my Orders
to Colo. Vroman and that none of their Militia can be spared.
I have this day been trying to prevail on the militia of this Place
but find to my great Surprize that not a man will go with me
either from this place or Schoharie. )

I have with me Lt. Colo. Brooks with near one hundred Con-
tinental troops, men & Boys; as none of the Militia can be pre-
vailed on to march with me I should be glad to know if you
intended that I should march on with these and put myself under
the Command of Genl. Herkimer or send Lt. Colo. Brooks with
those to the German Flatts. Herkimer has all his militia at the
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Flatts. Fort Schuyler has been lately reinforced with 350 men &
a quantity of Provisions & ammunition. The Tryon County Com-
mittee in a Letter to me suppose Fort Schuyler to be beseiged,
but have no other reason for it than common report.

No Continental troops at Albany nor none expected made it
useless for me to leave an order for a Regt. to march to my
Support. I left Colo. Graton to command at Albany. He de-
sired me to acquaint the General that his Indisposition was
8o great that it prevented him from going thro’ the trouble &
fatigue which daily attended.

I have the fullest confidence that you will not put me ina
Situation to be commanded by General Herkimer, But on the
contrary prevent it if that can consistently be done. I am with

perfect Esteem,
Your most Obedient Humble Servant,

G. V Schaick.
To Major Genl. Schuyler.

(Copy)

[No. 673.]
NOT DISCOURAGED BY BURGOYNE'S SUCCESS.
Washington Strives to Quell Alarm in New York State, Deplores the
Apathy of New England and Expresses His Faith to the Council

of Safety.
Head Quarters Philadelphia August 4th 1777.
Sire,
I have been duly honoured with your several Favours of the
25th* 27th & 30th of July.

¢ The communications alluded to by Washington follow as foot notes, on pages 170-171-
172.

Sir—Your Excellency’s letter of the twenty-second instant, has been recelved and laid
before the Council.

As the constitution of this State hath committed the sole direction of the militia to the
Governor, and as Brigadier-General George Clinton hath been elected to that ofice, the
Council are of opinlon that any resolutions for granting him authority to command the
militia of four counties, when the nature of his office subjects the militia of the whole
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The Misfortune at Ticonderoga has produced a very disagre-
able alteration in our Affairs, and has thrown a Gloom upon the
favourable Prospect, which the Campaign, previous to that
Event, afforded. But I am in great hopes, the ill Consequences
of it, will not continue to operate long, and that the Jealousies
and Alarms, which so sudden and unexpected an Accident has
occasioned, in the Minds of the People both of your State and to
the Eastward, will shortly subside, and give way to the more ra-
tional Dictates of self-preservation, and regiu'd to the common
good. In fact, the worst effect of that disaster is, that it has
served to create those Distrusts and apprehensions; for if the
matter were coolly and dispationately considered, there would be
found nothing so formidable in Mr. Burgoyne, and the force un-
der him, with all his successes, as to countenance the least lan-
guor or despondency; and Experience would show, that a toller-

able degree of vigor in the States more immediately interested,

State to his orders, would be unnecessary. And although the complete organization of
the government may be a work of some time, yet, the powers of calling forth the militia
being vested In the Governor, independent not only of the Legislature, but every other
officer of government, General Clinton will acquire full authority on his admission into
office, to exercise that power.

The Council have, by letter, desired General Clinton to appear before them and take
the oath of office, and they expect he will immediately comply with their request, as
they are not informed of any reasons at present which should detain him.

The Council flatter themselves that these reasons will have equal weight with your
Excellency, especially when it 18 considered that by virtue of the powers granted to the
Counci] of Safety, they do not conceive themselves authorized to do any acts not strictly
consistent with the design of their appointment and the spirit of the Constitution. On
the Governor’s admission to office, all the executive powers of the State are to be sur-
rendered by the Council to him, and of consequence they can neither alter the nature
of those powers or place them in any other hands.

The Council are much obliged by your Excellency's regard to the interest and welfare
of this State, and beg leave to assure you that they will omit no opportunities of evinc-
ing the sense they entertain of the important services you have rendered to America in
general, and the many instances of attention shown to this State in particular.

I have the honour to be, with great respect and esteem, your Excellency’s most

. Obedt. and humble servt. Plerre Van Cortlandt.
His Excellency Genl. Washington.

Sir—By order of the Council of Safety, I have the honour of transmitting to your
Excellency the enclosed extracts of a letter from Major-General Schuyler. and a copy
of a letter from the Council to Governor Trumbull. —

Such is the state of our northern affairs at present, as to promige the enemy an easy
conquest. This State is greatly exhausted, and our New-England brethren are not yet
roused. The Council request that your Excellency will be pleased to animate them to
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would be sufficient to check his career, and perhaps convert the
advantages he has gained into his ruin.

But while People continue to view what has happened through
the Medium of Supineness or fear, there is no saying to what
length an interprizing genius may push his good Fortune. I
have the fullest Confidence, that no endeavours of the Council
will be omitted to bring your State (with the distresses of which
I am sensibly affected) to every Effort it is Capable of making in
its present mutilated Condition; and they may rely upon it, no
means in my power will be unemployed, to co-operﬁte with them,
in repelling the Danger that threatens the State, and through it
the Continent. If I do not give as effectual Aid as might be

wished to the northern army, it is not from want of inclination,

.

more vigorous and manly exertions, and they wish that if the state of military opera-
tions with which your Excellency is best acquainted, would admit of it, a reinforcement
from the southern States might be obtained for our support; and particularly against
the expected invasion by the way of Oswego, by the success of which, they will be more
immediately and deeply affected, as their frontiers as well as those ot this State, would
be thereby exposed to depredation.

What new miracles Providence may have In reserve for our deliverance, or what fur-
ther measures General Howe may pursue to d=feat his own purposes, are uncertain. Our
affairs, however, in the northern department, wear a gloomy aspect, and the Councll
think it their duty to leave no means unessayed to repel the enemy, and render the
issue of the present campaign glorious to the American arms.

I have the honour to be,
With great respect and esteem,
Your Excellency's most obedt. humble servt.
Plerre Van Cortlandt.

His Excellency Genl. Washington.

Sir—We enclose your Excellency the examination of a: prisoner which we have reason
to belleve is true, as it exactly corresponds with every other information that we have
received from that quarter.

Our army I8 extremely weak; the country exhausted; our neighbors languid, and our
people threatened with invasions on every quarter.

In this state, we can only apply to your Excellency to second our endeavours; without
which the enemy will easily accomplish the object which they have so long and earnest-
ly pursued, and obtain full possession of this State.

Governor Clinton will be qualified this day, so that your Excellency’s future requisi-
tions from this State will be directed to him.

I have the honour to be,
Your Excellency’s most obedlent humble servt Plerre Van Oo.r'.landt.
His Excellency Genl. Washington.—From the Journal of Council of Safety.
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nor from being too little impressed with the importance of doing
it but because the State of affairs in this quarter will not pos-
sibly admit of it. It would be the heighth of impolicy to weaken
ourselves too much here, in order to encrease our strength there,
and it must certainly be more difficult as well as of greater mo-
ment to controul the main army of the Enemy, than an inferior,
and, I may say, dependent one; for it is pretty obvious if General
Howe can be compleately kept at Bay, and prevented effecting
any capital purposes, the Successes of General Burgoigne what-
ever they may be, must be partial and temporary.

Nothing, that I can do, shall be wanting to rouse the Eastern
States and excite them to those exertions, which the exigency of
our affairs 8o urgently demands. I lament, that they have not
yet done more—that so few of their militia have come into the
field, and those few have been so precipitate in returning home,
at this critical period. But I have nevertheless great r.liance
upon those States. I know they are capable of powerfull efforts.
And that their attachment to the cause, nowithstanding they
may be a little tardy, will not allow them long to withold their
aid, at a time when, their own Safety, that of a Sister State, and
in a great measure, the Sa'fety of the Continent calls for their
greatest zeal & activity. I flatter myself, the presence of General
Arnold and General Lincoln in the Northern department, will
have a happy effect upon them. Those Gentlemen possess much
of their confidence particularly the latter, than whom there is
perhaps no man from the State of Massachusctts, who enjoys
more universal esteem and popularity. And, in addition to that,
they are both to be considered as very valuable officers.

You intimate a wish, that some assistance could be drawn
from the Southern States at this time. But while things remain
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in their present posture, and appearances however illusory they
may prove in the issue, afford the Strongest reason to keep their
force at home to counteract the Seeming intentions of General
Howe, I could neither ask nor expect them to detach S8uccours to
the northern States, who are so well able to defend themselves
against the force they now have to Oppose.

I hope an exaggerated idea of the enemy’s numbers may have
no injurious influence on our measures. There is no circum-
stance, I am acquainted with, that induces me to believe General
Burgoigne can have more than five or 8ix thousand men; and if
the force left in Canada is so considerable as the information you
send me makes it, he cannot have even so many.

The representations of prisoners and deserters in this respect
are of little validity; their knowledge is always very limited, and
their intention, particularly the former, very often bad. Beyond
what regards their own companies, little or no attention is due
to what they say. The number of regiments your informant men-
tions corresponds with other accounts; but in the number of men
in each company he gives the establishment, not, I am persuaded,
the actual State. The enemy’s army in Canada last campaign,
though they suffered little by action, must have decreased ma-
terially, by sickness and other casualties; and if the recruits to
them, both from England and Germany, bore any proportion
to those, which have reinforced General Howe, the State of
their regiments must be greatly inferior to what your inform-
ation holds forth. Reasoning by analogy, as far as it will ap-
ply, I cannot imagine the British regiments can exceed Two hun-
dred and fifty men each, fit for the field, or that the foreign

troops can amount to many more than three thousand in all.
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The appointment of General Clinton* to the Government of
your State is an event that in itself gives me great pleasure, and
very much abates the regret I should otherwise feel for the loss
of his Services in the military line. That Gentleman’s character
is such, as will make him peculiarly useful at the head of your
affairs, in a Situation, so alarming & interesting as that which
.you now experience. Agreeable to your desire my future appli-
cations shall be made to him.

I have the honor to be with great respect, Sir,
Your most Obedient Servant
G’o Washington.
[To the Council of Safety.]

[No. 674.]

George Clinton Replies to the Address of the Kingston Church.
[August 4, 1777.]
tGentlemen,
While I receive with the highest Pleasure this Testimony of
Esteem from your respectable Body and acknowlege with Grati-

tude the Honor which the Suffrages of a free People have con-

*In Council of Safety for the State of New York, July 30, 1777.
A Proclamation.

Whereas His Excellency George Clinton, has been duly elected Governor of this State
of New-York, and hath this day qualified himself for the execution of his office, by tak-
ing in this Council the oaths required by the constitution of this State, to enable him to
exercise his said office: This Council doth, therefore, hereby, in the name and by the
authority of the good people of this State, proclaim and declare the sald George Clinton
Esqr. Governor, General and Commander-in-Chief of all the militia, and Admiral of the
navy of this State. to whom the good people of this State are to pay all due obedience,
according to the laws and constitution thereof.

By order of the Council of Safety.
Plerre Van Cortlandt,
President.
God save the people.
tSee page 16L
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ferred upon me; I cannot but express apprehensions of my In-
ability to answer the Expectations which they are pleased to
form of me. It shall however be my earnest Endeavor by a sedu-
lous attention to the important Duties of my Office, to merit their
approbation and I rely firmly on Divine Providence and the
Prayers which you offer to put up in my Behalf, to render my
Services effectual in promotiﬁg the happiness of the People com-
mitted to my Charge.

I agree with you Gentlemen in thinking that the Constitution
gives the fairest Promisses of Happiness this I shall study to pre-
serve inviolate and thereby secure to the People those Civil and
religious Liberties which it has with the utmost Liberality and
Wisdom been attentive to establish and guard. And as unjust
Suspicious and Fondness for Novelty have been ruinous to many

States you justly observe that a Confidence in established Char-

acters and the Promotion of tried Merit must contribute to the -

General Welfare. By this salutary Principle therefore I wish to
be governed in the Part I have to take in the Distribution of
Public Offices.

Gentlemen, I cannot dismiss you without giving my public
Testimony of the Patriotism of the Consistory and People of
Kingston who in Imitation of their brave ancestors have shewn
ttemselves worthy of the inestimable Privileges they emjoy by
the Spirit and alacrity they have early and uniformly manifested
in their Defence. May it please the Supreme Ruler of all Events
to Crown them with equal Glory and Success.

[G. C.]

[To the Minister &c. of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church
of Kingston.]
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[No. 675.]

Litchfield, Conn., Gallantly Comes to the Rescue of the Albany
Committee.

*Litchfield 4th Aug’t 1777 6 oClock P. M.
Gentlemen,

Yours of the first Inst. respecting the alarming Situation of
our northren affairs never reached us before this moment, and
there being no such body of men as the Committee of the County
of Litchfield to whom your letter was addressed, Immeadiatly
upon the receptiop of which we gave our attention to It and have
taken the Liberty of treating it as if It had been addressed to us.
We are throughly satisfied that